Why not visit France in the spring? 

Country is gay-welcoming; weak dollar 
means bargains can be found outside Paris. 
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IML is coming up 

But organizers warn , 
dont bring the drugs. 
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Dancing 'Kings’ 

Sergio Trujillo sets dances 
on c The Mambo Kings * 

see Arts section 
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Leather 
Daddy Robert 
Davolt dies 

by Liz Highleyman 


III ell-known author and leather 
yU community leader Robert Da- 
Wf volt died at Davies Medical 
Center in San 




Efren Bose 



be a minor melanoma skin lesion, 
which he attributed to repeated trop¬ 
ical: sunburns during his time in the 
Navy. Recently, however, he learned 
that the cancer had spread extensively. 

foe Gallagher, the publisher of 
LeatherPage.com, said Tuesday that 
Mr. Davolt’s death caught friends by 
surprise; doctors had thought he had 
a few more months. 

Aware that he had a limited time 
left, Mr. Davolt took the rare oppor- 
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FTFA 

board fires 
director 

by Zak Szymanski 

^ ays after the executive director of 
11 the Filipino Task Force on AIDS 
wJ told the Bay Area Reporter that the 
organization s financial troubles likely 
would lead to its demise, FTFAs board 
of directors de¬ 
nounced his 
statements, fired 
him, and 
pledged to fight 
for the organi¬ 
zations survival. 

Efren Bose, 
who was inter¬ 
im executive di¬ 
rector of FTFA 
since last fall 
and took the po- 
sition perma¬ 
nently in March, told the B.A.R. last 
week that FTFA would be closing its 
doors at the end of June and that he 
was in the process of looking for bank¬ 
ruptcy lawyers so that the agency could 
“die as dignified a death as possible.” 

FTFA - which provides culturally 
sensitive, ethnic-specific prevention 
programs and support services to Fil¬ 
ipinos living with HIV/AIDS - has 
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Remembering those lost to AIDS 

Hank Wilson, center, lights candles for AIDS activist Anne-christine D'Adesky, left, and 
San Francisco Human Rights Commissioner Cecilia Chung at the annual AIDS Candlelight 
Vigil Sunday, May 15. A group of about 250 people took part in the vigil, which started at 
Harvey Milk Plaza in the Castro and ended down the street at the Life Center garden. 


Gay GOPer shakes up 
things in Sacramento 


by Matthew S. Bajko 


A fter coming face to face with 
California’s most public ho¬ 
mophobe, Jeff Bissiri doesn’t 
know what lies behind the 
eyes of the Reverend Lou Sheldon. 

“I chose not to make eye con¬ 
tact,” said Bissiri, executive direc¬ 
tor of the state Log Cabin Repub¬ 
licans, who squared off against 
Sheldon last week during an As¬ 
sembly committee hearing on a 
constitutional amendment to ban 
gay marriage. 

For Bissiri, Log Cabin’s first 
Sacramento lobbyist, it was a com¬ 
ing out of sorts since he took on 
his new role March 1. For Sheldon, 

it was public notice that he no _ 

longer has a monopoly when it 

comes to voicing a conservative stance on gay 

rights. 

“Too often the conservative message has 
been ceded to Lou Sheldon and his support¬ 
ers. We needed to have a voice there saying 
supporting domestic partner rights is conser¬ 
vative, supporting stable relationships regard¬ 
less of sexual orientation is conservative,” Bis¬ 
siri told the Bay Area Reporter during an in¬ 
terview Friday, May 13 on the eve of the gay 
Republican group’s annual conference, this 
year held at the Marriott Courtyard in San 
Francisco. “Sacramento is full of all kinds of 
groups lobbying for their position. Gay Re¬ 
publicans deserve to be there like anyone else.” 

Last week’s hearing was only the second 
time Bissiri had spoken to lawmakers about 
pending legislation; the first was a hearing on 
a bill by Assemblyman Leland Yee (D-San 
Francisco) that would ban antigay tactics 
under the state’s fair political practices stan¬ 



California Log Cabin Executive 
Director Jeff Bissiri 


dards. Still adjust¬ 
ing to his new role 
- as - Log Cabin's’ 
public voice, Bissiri 
found himself 
sandwiched be¬ 
tween Sheldon on 
his right and As¬ 
semblyman Ray 
Haynes (R-River- 
side), the backer of 
the gay marriage 
-o ban, on his left. 

| “It was some- 
g what intimidating. 
I I have no doubt 
i. that Reverend 
I Sheldon knew 
what he was doing 
by staying at the 
_ table,” said Bissiri. 

“They are supposed 
to leave, but he chose to remain, no doubt in 
an effort to intimidate whoever spoke.” 

During his showdown with Sheldon, Bis¬ 
siri said he was surprised to see the hearing 
room packed with only opponents of the 
constitutional amendment. Sheldon’s sup¬ 
porters, he said, where nowhere to be found. 
Perhaps, he surmised, Sheldon and his anti¬ 
gay legions knew the antigay measure had no 
chance of passage so they stayed away. 

“It is hard to say. Maybe they didn’t or¬ 
chestrate it correctly or they have lost mo¬ 
mentum. I would like to say it was because 
they have lost momentum,” he said. 

Seeing the gay GOPer at the dais is a wel¬ 
come sight to gay Democratic activists, who 
for years have been the sole lobbying force at 
the Statehouse for the LGBT community. 
With the day-to-day presence now of the Log 
Cabins, they are hopeful that more moderate 
page 18 ► 


Continuum 
closes 
adult day 
program 

by Zak Szymanski 


F ifteen years after its founding, the 
groundbreaking adult day health pro¬ 
gram at Continuum is closing on May 
27, the organization announced last 
' week. The news comes two months after its 
outgoing executive director emphasized that 
the agency was in good financial shape and 
just days after a Continuum fundraiser 
brought in $260,000. 

The first program of its kind in the coun¬ 
try, and the only such program in the Bay 
Area, ADHC provides case management, 
skilled nursing, emotional support, meals, 
and rehabilitative services including art ther¬ 
apy and physical and occupational therapy to 
low-income and homeless people - primari¬ 
ly people of color - with HIV/AIDS who are 
often triple-diagnosed with mental illnesses 
and addictions. Fourteen staff positions will 
be lost as a result of the program’s closure, 
with an opportunity for three of those posi¬ 
tions to transfer elsewhere in the organiza¬ 
tion, for a net loss of 11 staff members. 

Continuum served about 70 clients 
through the. program. The agency serves 
about 800 clients in its other programs, 
which are 

Government fund¬ 
ing cuts and insuffi¬ 
cient Medi-Gal reim¬ 
bursement rates led to 
the program’s down¬ 
fall, according to Con¬ 
tinuum’s former Exec¬ 
utive Director Mark 
Cloutier, who is also 
the new executive di¬ 
rector of the San Fran¬ 
cisco AIDS Founda¬ 
tion, effective June 1. A 
proposed partnership between Continuum 
and the San Francisco Department of Public 
Health aimed at saving the program fell 
through in April. 

Medi-Cal reimbursement rates for ADHC 
programs like Continuum’s are $70 per client 
per day, while Continuum’s program costs 
about $110 per client per day, for a total of 
about $900,000 a year. Additionally, about 
one-third of the program was funded 
through Ryan White CARE dollars, and Con¬ 
tinuum lost $309,000 when funding for the 
ADHC CARE category was cut in March 
2004. The city of San Francisco filled that gap 
with general fund dollars, but when Propo¬ 
sitions J and K failed to pass in November 
2004, Continuum lost another $ 110,000, said 
Cloutier. The agency incurred about 
$250,000 worth of debt from the ADHC pro¬ 
gram this year. 

Cloutier said that when he spoke to the 
Bay Area Reporter in March about Continu¬ 
um’s financial stability, a plan was in place 
with DPH that would have allowed the adult 
day health program to continue operating. 
The plan would have stationed DPH’s nurse 
practitioners at Continuum, allowing Con- 
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ENJOY THE YOUNGER 
LOOK AND FEEL 
OF SMOOTH SKIN 

permanently 

JOHN FRIZZELL 

LICENCED ELECTROLOGIST 

(415) 626-2729 

www.castroelectrology.org 


ONLY CONVENTIONAL ELECTROLYSIS IS FDA RECOGNIZED AS PERMANENT HAIR REMOVAL 




VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.SUTTEROENTAL.COM 


SUTTER DENTAL 

SPA & SEDATION DENTISTRY 


DOWNTOWN 


Formerly Michael W. Blevins, DDS & Associates 


BARRY WITT, DDS 


CHRIS BONIN, DDS 


We are Delta Dental Providers. Patient financing i< 


AESTHETIC DENTISTRY • LASER WHITENI NC 
VENEERS $ PERIODONTAL THERAPY ® IMPLANTS 
SMILE DESIGN * INVISIBLE BRACES 


450 Sutter St, Suite 1233 
(415)986-6223 


GLEN PARK 

2790 Diamond Street 
(415) 585-1500 


BANKRUPTCY 

Free Consultaion 


PATRICK McMAHON 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 

415-543-9338 patrick@bklawclinic.com 
703 Market Street Suite 1109 San Francisco 


Palm Springs ♦ Palm Desert 


Real Estate ALL ovep the Coachella Valley! 
Over 15 Miluion SOLP in 2004! 


UfflTA 


SCOTT NEWTON 
_ ( 760 ) 898-4496 

SNEWTONCA@AOL.COM 
WWW.SNEWTON.COM 

S DYSON & DYSON REAL ESTATE ASSOCIATES 


Secure a mailbox 
with benefits. 


2370 Market St (94114) 

41S.431.0121 

182 Howard St (94105) 

415.495.6963 

$2005 Mail Boxes tic., Inc. S 28 C 32174 S 02.05 


With mailbox services from 
The UPS Store*, you get a real street 
address, not a P.O. Box. Plus, we 
can sign for your packages so you'll 
never miss a delivery. And that's just 
the beginning. 


The UPS Store 


World Pride postponed 


by Matthew S. Bajko 


I sraeli organizers of this year’s 
World Pride event postponed 
the international gathering 
until 2006 due to the country’s 
planned pullout of the Gaza strip. 

After weeks of speculation that 
the gay celebration would be can¬ 
celed, the host committee made its 
announcement Sunday, May 15 to 
push back the event to August 6- 
12 next year. The decision comes 
three months before participants 
from around the globe were ex¬ 
pected in Jerusalem for the second 
World Pride, originally planned 
for August 18-26 this summer. 

Jerusalem Open House, the 
host organization for World Pride, 
now plans to hold a Pride celebra¬ 
tion Thursday, June 30. Originally, 
the organization planned to hold 
the Pride festivities during World 
Pride in August. 

Jerusalem Open House Execu¬ 
tive Director Hagai El-Ad said 
having the international gathering 
at the same time as thousands of 
people are being forced out of 
their homes would be “highly in¬ 
appropriate and do a disservice to 
the values we are trying to pro¬ 
mote with this event.” 

El-Ad, who is in San Francisco 
this week as part of the San Fran¬ 
cisco Jewish Federation program 
Gvanim - which means different 
shades - met with the Bay Area 
Reporter Saturday, May 14 at the 
LGBT Community Center to dis¬ 
cuss his agency’s decision. He said 
organizers made their decision 
once the Israeli government an¬ 
nounced the Gaza pullout would 



JOH Exec. Director Hagai El-Ad 


begin August 16, just two days be¬ 
fore the start of World Pride. 

“We have not taken a step back. 
We have decided to step aside,” he 
said. “It was a very difficult deci¬ 
sion but a very natural decision 
and the only decision that should 
be taken under these unique cir¬ 
cumstances.” 

In its announcement, JOH 
Chairperson Noa Sattath added 
that, “We have taken this decision 
out of consideration to the most 
difficult political climate expected 
in Israel this August. As a commu¬ 
nity we are deeply engaged in the 
complex reality surrounding us.” 

The postponement of the 
event should not be seen as sup¬ 
porting the government’s plans 
for Gaza, stressed El-Ad. 

“Without taking a political po¬ 
sition that the pullout is good or 
bad, there is broad disagreement 
in Israeli society and around the 


world about the pullout. But there 
is broad consensus this is not 
going to be a happy time for the 
Israeli people,” he said. 

InterPride, the International 
Association of Lesbian, Gay, Bisex¬ 
ual, Transgendered Pride Coordi¬ 
nators that licenses World Pride 
and chose Jerusalem as the site of 
the second gathering after the first 
in Rome in 2000, issued a state¬ 
ment saying it is “in full support of 
the JOH in their decision to post¬ 
pone World Pride” and that it is 
extending the licensing agreement 
with JOH to reflect the new date. 

Since organizers selected 
Jerusalem, the event has been 
rocked with controversy. Pro- 
Palestinian groups, including the 
Bay Area group Queers Under¬ 
mining Israeli Terrorism, have 
asked LGBT people to boycott the 
event due to their objections of 
how Israel treats Palestinians. 
QUIT is joining with No Pride In 
Occupation in New York to call on 
InterPride to move the event to 
South Africa, the only country in 
the world that ensures LGBT peo¬ 
ple full rights in its constitution. 

“Beyond that, we point out the 
irony, that Jerusalem Open House 
seems not to have noticed they 
were in a war zone until there was 
a crisis that significantly impacts 
Israeli citizens. The fact that every 
day in the occupied territories is 
as chaotic and dangerous for 
Palestinians as the time of the 
Gaza pullout threatens to be for 
Israelis did not make them believe 
that it was inappropriate to cele¬ 
brate ‘Love Without Borders’ in 
that context,” said QUIT organiz- 
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API center unveils 
anti-HIV stigma ads 



by Matthew S. Bajko 


A local Asian AIDS agency 
unveiled a new ad cam¬ 
paign this week designed to 
combat HIV stigma in San Fran¬ 
cisco’s Chinese community. With 
the theme of “One mind opened. 
One heart touched. One life 
changed,” the advertisements will 
appear on bus shelters in China¬ 
town, and the Richmond and 
Sunset districts. 

“By educating individuals in 
the local Chinese community 
about the facts about HIV/AIDS, 
we hope to foster compassion and 
acceptance,” said John Manzon- 
Santos, executive director of the 
Asian and Pacific Islander Well¬ 
ness Center, which developed the 
new campaign. 

Designed by queer Vietnamese 
artist Hien Nguyen, an Oakland 
resident, the orange and yellow 
colored ads feature six cartoon 
Asian and Pacific Islanders, three 
men and three women, whose 
lives have been impacted by AIDS. 
Advertorial cartoons of each of 
the six characters will run in local 
Chinese newspapers beginning 
May 19 and public service an¬ 
nouncements will appear on local 
cable channels this month. 

Funding for the campaign 
came from the Ford Foundation’s 
HIV/AIDS Anti-Stigma Initiative 
and the Evelyn & Walter Hass Jr. 
Foundation. The ads are the result 
of surveys API did with 300 Can¬ 
tonese speakers in Chinatown. 


The surveys found that 50 percent 
of respondents did not want HIV 
people to work in schools, while 
more than 60 percent said HIV¬ 
positive people should not handle 
food or work in hospitals. 

“We cannot change the world 
overnight but we can do it one 
person at a time,” said Manzon- 
Santos during a press conference 
at City Hall Monday, May 16. 

Joining him in launching the 
campaign were Supervisors Bevan 
Dufty and Fiona Ma and API cen¬ 
ter supporters Claudine Chang 
and Stephen Louie, the Asian 
Women’s Resource Center board 
chair. 

“Our community does not like 
to focus on personal traumas, per¬ 
sonal crimes or personal illnesses. 
This disease is something that can 


be controlled with greater aware¬ 
ness and focus,” said Ma. 

The ad launch kicked off a week 
of new HIV initiatives targeted at 
Asian Americans. Today (Thurs¬ 
day, May 19), the API center will 
hold the first ever National Asian 
and Pacific Islander HIV/AIDS 
Awareness Day and launch its 
Banyan Tree Project, a yearlong 
campaign to fight HTV-discrimina- 
tion in API communities. 

The public is invited to the free 
event, which will feature a panel 
discussion with Olympic diver 
and Gold medalist Greg Louganis, 
who is HIV-positive, and former 
professional football player Esera 
Tuaolo. The kickoff takes place 
from 5 to 6 p.m. at The Forum, 
Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, 
701 Mission Street at Third. ▼ 
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Will Levada 
appointment ease 
Vatican’s hard line? 


by Ed Walsh 


f ill the appointment of 
San Francisco Archbish¬ 
op William Levada to 
one of the most powerful posts in 
the Vatican ultimately lead to a 
softening of the church’s hard-line 
on homosexuality? 

That’s the question many gay 
Catholics are asking in light of the 
news announced last week that 
Pope Benedict XVI has named 
Levada as his successor to head 
the Congregation for the Doctrine 
of the Faith. In that role, Levada 
will be charged with being the 
chief enforcer of Catholic doc¬ 
trine. With the appointment, Lev¬ 
ada becomes the highest-ranking 
American in the Vatican. 

A spokesman for the archdio¬ 
cese, Maurice Healy, noted that 
when the issue of homosexuality 
in the church was raised during a 
press conference to announce the 
appointment on Friday, May 13, 
Levada responded that he has 
tried to be “pastoral” to the gays 
and lesbians. 

“San Francisco is so diverse, 
that there will be a greater sensi¬ 
tivity to all people,” Healy told the 
Bay Area Reporter, “but the basic 
teachings of the church will not 
change.” 

During the press conference, 
Levada hinted that he may take a 
softer approach than the pope, 
who was nicknamed “God’s Rot¬ 
tweiler” when he held the posi¬ 
tion. Levada joked that he consid¬ 
ered himself “more a cocker 
spaniel.” 

Paul Riofski, the chair of the 
Liturgy Committee for Dignity 
San Francisco, an organization of 
gay Catholics, told the B.A.R. that 
he’s hopeful that Levada will bring 
to the Vatican a more tolerant at¬ 
titude toward the LGBT commu¬ 
nity, particularly because of Leva¬ 
da’s exposure to the relatively lib¬ 
eral American society. 

“But for us personally, a greater 
concern is who will be appointed 



Archbishop William Levada 


as his successor,” Riofski added. 

Healy said that the selection of 
a new archbishop for San Francis¬ 
co could take up to a year. He ex¬ 
plained that candidates are select¬ 
ed and recommended by the bish¬ 
ops but that the pope will make 
the ultimate decision of a replace¬ 
ment for Levada. 

Riofski added, “The climate for 
LGBT Catholics is pretty good 
here. [Levada] didn’t really inter¬ 
fere with things set up by his pre¬ 
decessors and he really didn’t take 
any action against Dignity, per se, 
or the gay-friendly churches.” 

Dignity has chapters through¬ 
out the country. Dignity San 
Francisco meets for weekly Mass 
on Sundays at 5:30 p.m. at the 
Seventh Avenue Presbyterian 
Church on 7th Avenue at Judah in 
San Francisco. 

Sam Sinnett, the national pres¬ 
ident of Dignity USA, told the 
B.A.R. that he is reserving his 
comment on Levada until he can 
confer with people from Dignity 
San Francisco. Sinnett is from the 
St. Louis area. 

Gino Ramos, a co-chair of 
Dignity San Francisco and Riofs- 
ki’s partner, said he also remains 
hopeful that Levada’s California 
roots would translate to a more 
progressive attitude towards gays 


and lesbians in the church. 

But Jeannine Gramick, a Mary- 
land-based Catholic nun who has 
crusaded for more than 25 years 
to liberalize the church’s views on 
gays, was less optimistic. 

“[Pope Benedict XVI] chose 
him because he knew his views 
were compatible with his own,” 
Gramick told the B.A.R., adding 
that she found the selection “dis¬ 
appointing.” 

Levada faced one of his biggest 
controversies in San Francisco in 
1997 over the issue of domestic 
partner rights. The city passed the 
equal benefits ordinance, which 
required that organizations or 
businesses that have contracts 
with the city offer benefits to do¬ 
mestic partners of employees if 
those benefits were offered to 
spouses of heterosexual employ¬ 
ees. Catholic Charities received 
more than $5 million in city con¬ 
tracts but balked over providing 
benefits to domestic partners. 
Levada engineered a compromise 
for the charity to give benefits to 
any member of an employee’s 
household, whether that person is 
a relative, roommate, or domestic 
partner. Gay members of the 
Board of Supervisors met with 
Levada during the negotiations. 

In 1999, Levada strongly op¬ 
posed the city shutting down a 
portion of Castro Street for the 
Sisters of Perpetual Indulgences 
20th anniversary Easter party. The 
Board of Supervisors, however, al¬ 
lowed the street party to be held. 

Levada, 68, was born in Long 
Beach, California. He was or¬ 
dained a priest in 1961 and held a 
number of posts with the Los An¬ 
geles Archdiocese. He was the 
Archbishop of Portland, Oregon 
from 1986 until he was selected to 
head the San Francisco Archdio¬ 
cese in 1995. 

Levada will leave for Rome on 
August 17. An “Apostolic Admin¬ 
istrator” will be appointed to run 
the archdiocese until a permanent 
replacement for Levada is found, 
Healy said. ▼ 


Kernighan wins Oakland council seat 


by Cynthia Laird 


P at Kernighan, a former aide 
to ex-Council member 
Danny Wan, won the special 
election to fill Wan’s unexpired 
term on the Oakland City Coun¬ 
cil. The results of a monthlong 
mail-in special 
election were re¬ 
leased Tuesday, 
May 17 by the 
Alameda Coun¬ 
ty Registrar of 
Voters office. 

With all 37 
precincts in Dis¬ 
trict 2 reporting, 
Kernighan gar- 
nered 29.34 per¬ 
cent of the vote, according to un¬ 
official returns. School board 
member David Kakishiba placed 
second, with 20.75 percent of the 
vote. There is no runoff in the 
race. Voter turnout was listed at 32 
percent, with 8,370 votes cast in 
the district, which includes Chi- 



Pat Kernighan 


natown and the Grand Lake areas. 

Kernighan’s victory means that 
the City Council will be without 
any LGBT representation; Wan 
had been the first openly gay per¬ 
son on the council. He resigned in 
January citing personal financial 
reasons. Despite the presence of 
an out lesbian in the race, Wan 


backed Kernighan for the job. 

Peggy Moore, the only out 
LGBT candidate in the race, fin¬ 
ished a distant seventh with 3.26 
percent of the vote. She did not re¬ 
turn a call seeking comment by 
press time. 

Kernighan, 55, could take of- 
*fice as early as next week. T 


From the editor 

The Bay Area Reporter is pleased to announce 
that after an extended search, San Francisco resi¬ 
dent Bill Barnes has been selected as our new po¬ 
litical columnist. He succeeds Wayne Friday, the 
paper’s longtime political editor who retired ear¬ 
lier this year. Barnes, 28, is a former legislative aide 
to Supervisor Chris Daly. Barnes has experience 
as a political candidate - he ran for District 5 su¬ 
pervisor last year - and currently is a member of the San Francisco 
Democratic County Central Committee. 

Barnes moved to San Francisco about eight years ago and got his 
start in local government working under the late Dick Pabich who 
served as the city’s first AIDS policy adviser. After Pabich’s death, 
Barnes, who is an openly gay African American living with HIV, 
served as the AIDS adviser before joining Daly’s staff. 

You’ll find Barnes’s column, Barnestorming, on page 9. 




GET FAST RELIEF FROM... 

• Back, Neck, Hip, Knee or Ankle Pain 

• Headaches • Muscle & Joint Aches 

• Sciatica • Auto Injuries & Work Comp Cases 

Located on the Muni K Line. 

Easy street parking • Evening & weekend hours 

Advantage Chiropractic 

• PAIN RELIEF CENTER • 

Call today for a free consultation 

» 587-7000 IS 

2445 Ocean Ave. (1/2 Block East of Junipero Serra) 



• State of art Luxury 
Dental Service 

• 1 hour teeth 
whitening 

• Specializing in 
Da-Vinci Veneers 
(as seen on Extreme 
Make-Overs) 


Dr. Markus 
Watson 

Preventive, Cosmetic, and Emergencies 
FREE TEETH CLEANING* 

$49 FOR X-RAYS AND EXAM 


(415) 437-0800 (Castro location) 

2370 Market Street, SF 94114 
(@ Market & Castro) 

New patients only with exam and bitewing x-rays 
for $75. ($285 value). This offer may exclude the 
free teeth cleaning in case of gum disease that may 
require further treatment. Offer expires 5/1/05. 

There is a fee for transfer of x-rays 


THERE'S NO PLACE LIKE HOME! 

THE SAN FRANCISCAN RESORT £* GYM 
P U E RTO VA L LA RTA, MEXICO 
WWW.SAN-FRANCISCAN.COM - ’ 


Foodie? Why go downtown? 


We’re your new neighborhood source for 
fine cookware and gourmet ingredients 


[Cooks 

[Boulevard 


(415) 647-2665 
1309 Castro St. @ 24th 


Complete 


Chiropractic 

_Health Care 

Dr. William B. Gersten, D.C. 
1540 Market St 
Suite 400 

@ Van Ness MUNI &B.4RT 

_864-7860_ 

SPORTS INJURIES • NECK & BACK PAIN • HEADACHES 

•City Health Plan Provider 

\r s 45 initial visit 

Workers Comp ]p | N(U)DES EXAM & TREATMENT 

•Personal Injury ft , , 



10 years living and 
working in SOMA - 
and I know the area 
intimately. 

If you're buying or 
selling in SOMA - 
Talk to me first! 


Whitney Baxter Davis 
415.905.0255 xl67 
318 Brannan Street 
whitneybdavis@zephyrsf.com 
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Hearing Health Care of San Francisco 


A Hearing Care Resource Center 

• Comprehensive Hearing Exams 

• Digital Hearing Aid Sales • Repair and Service of Hearing Aids 

Prevent Hearing Loss 

Use custom bearing protection for 

• Amplified music • Motorcycles 

i • Industrial noise • Sleep plugs for a restful quiet night 

Call for your appointment today 

Robert Baker, MS. 

| Audiologist 

415 . 397.4944 


490 Post Street #1530 San Francisco, CA 94102 



JEFF CiLlONE 

Barber 

4102 19th St. (just off Castro) 
Mobile: 415-596-6235 
JEFF@JOESBARBERSHOP.com 


ZEPHYR 

REAL. ESTATE 

Whether you decide to buy or sell, 
just remember the opportunity of 
yesterday may change tomorrow, 
so call us today III 



415 695 


Michael Ackerman 
Oliver Burgelman 
Zephyr Real Estate 
4040 24th Street 
San Francisco, CA 94114 



JARROD C. CORNEHL 

D.D.S. 


cosmetic and preventive dentistry 


your smiie is for life! 


convenient union square location 


cosmetic dentistry smile design laser whitening cerec crowns 
tooth colored fillings Invisible braces porcelain veneers 


450 suffer sfreef, suife 1220 
tel. 415,986.1020 
suttercosmeticdentistry.com 


BCA hosts sexuality forum 




compiled by Cynthia Laird 

■81 he Black Coalition on AIDS 
I will host a community dia¬ 
logue about sexuality and 
black culture Friday, May 20, at 7 
p.m. at BCA’s offices, 2800 Third 
Street, at 24th in San Francisco. 

The forum, entitled “Black Sex 
and Green Tea,” will include a mix 
of art, music, spoken word perfor¬ 
mances, poetry, and a communi¬ 
ty conversation about sexual 
health. It will feature Gail 
Wyatt, Ph.D., a lead¬ 
ing authority on 
black sexuality and 
the author of Stolen 
Women: Reclaiming 
Our Sexuality, Taking 
Back Our Lives. 

Wyatt is one of the 
first African Amer¬ 
ican women to be 
licensed as a psychologist in Cali¬ 
fornia. She is a sex therapist, pro¬ 
fessor of psychiatry and bio-be¬ 
havioral science at the University 
of California, Los Angeles’ AIDS 
Institute. 

“This is one of the many con¬ 
versations that we must have as a 
community if we are going to se¬ 
riously combat the spread of sex¬ 
ually transmitted diseases, includ¬ 
ing HIV/AIDS, and promote 
healthy intimacies^’mpted,hGA 
Executive Director Ferry Ear' 

‘.questfiif'f^l 




plored are: What does sexuality 
mean beyond procr^anonfWnat 
is the role of gender within cur¬ 
rent notions of black sexuality? 
What does it mean to ‘get your 
freak on’? 


Friday’s program is a special 
health forum sponsored by BCA’s 
LGBT advisory council. The coali¬ 
tion regularly hosts forums on the 
second Wednesday of each month 
on such topics as asthma, diabetes, 
and cancer. 

For more information, visit 
www.bcoa.org or contact Mark 
Robinson at (415) 615-9945 or e- 
mail programs@bcoa.org. 

Suicide prevention benefit 

San Francisco Suicide Pre¬ 
vention will host its 43rd an¬ 
niversary fundraiser Friday, 
May 20. The event, enti¬ 
tled “Sea of Hope” takes 
f place from 7 to 10 p.m. at 
Aquarium of the Bay on 
Pier 39 in San Francis¬ 
co. With food, bev¬ 
erages, and music 
by Chris Clouse 
and his band, the 
benefit marks the anniversary of 
the oldest volunteer crisis line in 
the country. 

Last year, over 30,000 suicides 
took place across the U.S., com¬ 
pared to roughly 17,000 homi¬ 
cides. Of those suicides, three- 
quarters were male, and over half 
were killed by firearms. Suicide is 
now the ninth leading cause of 
death in the U.S: and is responsi¬ 
ble for more deaths among ado¬ 
lescents than all natural causes 
.)ined, ; a c ar ding to SFSP Ex¬ 
ecutive Director Eve'Meyer. 

SFSP helps people and families 
“identify risk factors that lead to 
suicide and provides a focused, 
non-judgmental resource for any¬ 
one whose inner pain leads to 
considering death as a solution. 


The agency also offers telephone 
counseling to people with addic¬ 
tions and with HIV and hepatitis 
C issues, as well as training for 
young people and faith profes¬ 
sionals. 

Tickets to Friday’s benefit are 
$50. For more information, call 
(415) 984-1900, ext. 106. 

The suicide and crisis line 
number is (415) 781-0500. The 
AIDS/HIV Nightline number is 
(415) 434-AIDS or 1-800-273- 
AIDS. 

Out in Oakland meeting 

LGBT community members in 
Oakland will hold a town hall 
meeting Saturday, May 21 from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. to discuss a pro¬ 
posed National Coming Out Day 
rally on October 9 and a larger 
Pride celebration in October 2006. 
Organizers are asking that inter¬ 
ested people share their thoughts 
about what is needed at future 
LGBT events in Oakland. The 
meeting takes place at AIDS Pro¬ 
ject of the East Bay, 1755 Broad¬ 
way, 3rd floor, in downtown Oak¬ 
land. For more information, call 
(510) 832-3539 or e-mail tkwest- 
hoo.com. 


Tranny picnic Sunday 

Local community members 
will host the third annual trans, 
intersex, genderqueer, and bud¬ 
dies picnic Sunday, May 22 from 
noon to 5 p.m. at Dolores Park 
(Dolores and 19th Street) in San 
Francisco. 

The event is meant to bring to¬ 
gether the trans, intersex, and gen¬ 
derqueer communities, including 
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• The Winner is... • 



Announcing the 2nd Annual Tony Awards Party. 

Mix and mingle with friends, colleagues, and theater lovers as the Tony Awards are shown on 
a giant screen in the main room. Or, relax in one of the lounge areas for a more intimate feel. 
Have a glass of wine and enjoy the food. You won't want to miss it! 

Where: jillian's @ Metreon-101 4th Street, San Francisco 
When: Sunday, June 5th 6:30-11 pm 

• 6:30pm Pre-show Reception taw g ii ' gOT 

• 8:00pm Broadcast of the Tony Awards 

• Silent Auction Light Supper No Host Bar Wine Tasting 

• Cocktail Attire 

To order tickets or for more information visit www.tonyawards.kintera.org or call 415.575.0150 x260 

Sponsors 
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Longtime Castro 
florist closes shop 



Gene Batruk is closing Bredwell Meyer Flowers on Friday after 11 years 
running the longtime Castro business. 


by Tyson Gillfillan 


F or 30 years Bredwell Meyer 
Flowers has stood at the cor¬ 
ner of 18th and Eureka, 
watching the Castro neighbor¬ 
hood become an international gay 
mecca, mourn the ravages of 
AIDS, ride the wave of the dot¬ 
com boom and bust, and weather 
9/11. For owner Gene Batruk, 
who has run the store for the past 
11 years, on Friday, May 20 the 
time will come to say goodbye and 
Bredwell Meyer will close its 
doors. 

“It’s been a good run, but I was 
starting to get burned out,” said 
Batruk. “I’d rather go out on top 
than become ‘that bitchy florist on 
the corner.’” 

In a note to his clients, Batruk 
thanked his loyal customers for 
their patronage over the years. “It 
has been a pleasure to have been a 
part of your lives, through the ro¬ 
mances, birthdays, holidays, cele¬ 
brations, and losses,” he wrote. 

Batruk, 47, took over the shop 
in 1994 when the original owners 
left for the Midwest, and remained 
committed to continuing the 
store’s reputation for focusing on 
quality arrangements and artful 
displays. When he decided to leave 
the business earlier this year, he 
had hoped to sell the shop to a 
florist who would carry on the tra¬ 
dition - but no one was interested. 

Although he can only specu¬ 
late, Batruk believes the lack of in¬ 
terest was due to many reasons, 
including a high level of neigh¬ 
borhood competition, the shop’s 
reliance on repeat clients and 
word of mouth rather than walk- 
in business, and current financial 
constraints in the community. 

“People are ‘mortgage poor’ 
right now, they don’t have the 
money for luxuries like flowers,” 
said Batruk. 

Paul Moffett, president of the 
Merchants of Upper Market and 
Castro agrees. “Long gone are the 
days of the kind of disposable in¬ 
come people had during the dot¬ 
com boom, when it was like a gold 
rush. Many smaller merchants 
aren’t seeing the growth in their 
business like they used to,” said 


Moffett. 

As owner of PO Plus on Castro 
Street for 11 years, Moffett has ex¬ 
perienced the community’s ebbs 
and flows like Batruk, and said 
that while new businesses are 
coming into the neighborhood all 
the time, he laments seeing a long¬ 
time merchant close its doors. 

Some view the Bredwell Meyer 
Flowers closing as one piece of a 
larger puzzle: as the neighbor¬ 
hood changes, longtime mom- 
and-pop merchants are shutting 
down and larger chain stores are 
seeking to set up shop. The latest 
example has been Trader Joe’s. 
The Southern California-based 
grocery store is exploring opening 
an outpost at the intersection of 
15th and Market, causing heated 
debate among neighborhood 


groups and residents at commu¬ 
nity meetings, and in letters to the 
editor. 

Whether such changes will 
bring neighborhood deterioration 
or are simply a sign of the times, 
Bredwell Meyer Flowers and Ba¬ 
truk are unconcerned. As five-year 
Bredwell Meyer employee Michael 
Richard said, “As sad as it is, some¬ 
times you just have to accept that 
it’s the end of an era.” 

As for Batruk, he’s ready to 
spend more time with his partner 
and to call an end to long com¬ 
mutes from Hercules and the 
commitments that come with 
running a floral shop. “I’m just 
looking forward to finally having 
dinner on Valentine’s Day with my 
husband for the first time,” said 
Batruk. T 





A Great Smile 
Leaves a Lasting 
Impression 

Teeth 
Whitening 


COSMETIC 
RESTORATIVE 
& PREVENTATIVE 
DENTISTRY 


450 Sutter, Suite 1229 
San Francisco, CA 
(415)982-2250 
VBDDS@pacbell.net 
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Veneers ^ 

V 


Most Credit Cards and 
Insurance Accepted 


Psychotherapy - in the heart of Castro 
WM GREG MILLER , PSY.D. 

I CAN HELP WITH MOST GAY ISSUES 

HIV, Addictions, Couples work with 

FULL HOUR APPOINTMENTS IN A PRIVATE AND 
COMFORTABLE OFFICE. 

NO FEE FOR THE FIRST VISIT OR OBLIGATION 

Sliding Scale Available 

415 - 503-1630 

CA Licensed Psychologist PSY 19731 
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wii/ows inn 

BED & BREAKFAST 


Visitors coming? Put them up at the Willows Inn! 


COMFORT . AMENITIES . LOCATION 


710 Fourteenth Street (at Church & Market) 
www.WillowsSF.com / 415.431.4770 


Property Of The Week 



COME HOME TO PARADISE 

This home offers a bright floor plan, 
vaulted wood beam ceilings, brick 
fireplace, hrdwd floors, central heat/air 
cond, expansive decking, attic, workshop, 
and more. Spilt level with separate area 
for guest of multiple owners. Nice 
gardens, forest and mountain views - 
great for entertaining! $699,000 

$ Prudential 

Realty 
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Debra Johnson 


#1 in West Sonoma County Sales For The 
Past 10 Years! 

Gay Owned & Operated! 

Your West Sonoma County Partner! 

Fact: 

• No Other Real Estate Office Has Sold More Homes In 
The Russian River 
Valley For The Past 10 Years! 

• 7 Affiliate Offices In Sonoma County 

• 6 Affiliate Offices in San Francisco 

• 110+ Affiliate Offices In Northern California 

If you are thinking of Buying or Selling a home, land or a business in 
Sonoma County call one of the best Agents in the market 

707-869-9011 

16315 Main Street, Guerneville 
www.prudentialsonoma.com 
email: info@prudentialsonoma.com 
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VERIFIED 

AUDIT CIRCULATION 


Continuum’s conundrum 


T he timing couldn’t have been worse. 
Just three days after a successful 
fundraiser that raised a reported 
$260,000, Continuum, an AIDS service or¬ 
ganization in the Tenderloin, announced 
that it was closing its adult day health pro¬ 
gram at the end of the month. Executive 
Director Mark Cloutier, who in March had 
been named as the new director of the San 
Francisco AIDS Foundation, finished his 
tenure at Continuum last week, and we sus¬ 
pect that this was not the way he wanted to 
exit the agency he had run for several years. 

We were stunned to hear the news. Con¬ 
tinuum’s program was one of a kind; while 
there are several other licensed adult day 
health programs in the city, none specifi¬ 
cally deal with HIV/AIDS patients. Now, in 
about a week, 70 clients will lose their pro¬ 
gram, and 11 staff members will lose their 
jobs. It’s important to emphasize that Con¬ 
tinuum’s other 800 or so clients will still re¬ 
ceive services in a variety of programs, and 
a handful of the clients in the adult day 
health program likely will continue to be 
served by the agency. But the loss of this 
unique program sent shockwaves through¬ 
out the community, and left many scratch¬ 
ing their heads. 

By all accounts, Cloutier did try to sal¬ 
vage the day program, and he told us last 
week that the agency had been subsidizing 
it to the tune of around $50,000 a month 
for the last year, going so far as to take out 
an extra line of credit on its building to help 
cover costs. But in this age of altered fund¬ 
ing streams for AIDS programs, there are 
several points that need to be made. 

First, the HIV Health Services Planning 
Council, which categorizes and prioritizes 
federal Ryan White CARE Act funds, decat- 
egorized adult day health care a couple of 
years ago. This development was a blow to 
Continuum, which received some of its 
funding for the program through CARE 
dollars. While much of the cost is paid by 
Medi-Cal, the planning council’s action was 
the first sign that new sources of funding 
would need to be found. Randy Allgaier, a 
co-chair of the council, told us last week 
that the panel made its decision by evaluat¬ 
ing the utilization of the services and, more 
importantly, the cost per client made it in¬ 
feasible, particularly when the program was 
funded by Medi-Cal. “Other programs 
don’t have other sources of funding,” All¬ 
gaier said. “There were other funding 
streams available.” 

Second, the planning council has creat¬ 
ed a new “Centers of Excellence” model that 
could be somewhat similar to Continuum’s 
program (depending on which agencies are 
awarded contracts), though the model is 
not a day care program, at which clients 
spend a certain number of hours several 


days a week on site. Rather, the centers will 
offer one-stop services for clients, includ¬ 
ing primary medical care and other ser¬ 
vices. “It’s a client-centered and primary 
care model,” Allgaier said. Requests for pro¬ 
posals are being submitted, and the pro¬ 
grams are expected to be up and running 
this fall. The centers are geared toward 
dual- and triple-diagnosed clients (those 
living with HIV/AIDS who also have 
substance abuse and/or mental 
health issues), like Continuum’s 
program. Some agencies see the 
new model as a way to get peo¬ 
ple who normally aren’t served 
into care. Others, however, worry 
that some people will be left out. John 
Gressman, president and CEO of the 
San Francisco Community 
Clinic Consortium, expressed 
concern that while the centers 
will target high-risk individu¬ 
als, others, such as those who 
are employed but uninsured, may be left 
out. 

Third, the salaries paid to Continuum 
management must be examined. Cloutier 
was making $131,840 annually until he 
took a voluntarily 10 percent cut in Janu¬ 
ary, to $118,656. At least five other top staff 
made more than $50,000 per year, based on 
the agency’s 2003 IRS 990s (covering June 
2002-June 2003). The agency’s total budget 
is around $3.5 million. Yet in the same 
neighborhood, the Tenderloin AIDS Re¬ 
source Center, whose budget is just slightly 
smaller at around $3.4 million, pays its ex¬ 
ecutive director a more modest $85,000 per 


year. As we wrote several years ago during 
the height of concern over SFAF’s inflated 
salaries, the boards of directors at ASOs 
must face reality. These are nonprofit orga¬ 
nizations serving a critical need, they are 
not some for-profit enterprise where, if the 
director brings in substantial money 
through fundraising, he or she is “reward¬ 
ed” with a six-figure salary. And it’s not just 
the directors - other top tier management 
staff at some ASOs are also paid high 
salaries. So, when funding sources 
change or dry up, client services are 
always the first thing to be sacrificed. 
We saw that happen at SFAF when it 
cut its Thanksgiving dinner a few 
years ago, and downsized. Now, we’re 
seeing it at Continuum. 

Finally, the closure of Con¬ 
tinuum’s day program points 
to the need for other agencies 
with similar programs to di¬ 
versify. Other such programs in 
the city have made it on Medi-Cal reim¬ 
bursements, which begs the question of 
why Continuum’s could not. Such pro¬ 
grams serve seniors and others with health 
needs and while they may not be AIDS-spe- 
cific, a patient with Alzheimer’s disease, for 
example, also requires extensive services. 

We’re sorry to see the Continuum pro¬ 
gram end - it was the agency’s hallmark. 
But we can’t help but be troubled by the ap¬ 
parent inability of the board to pare down 
a top-heavy management structure so that 
money could have been used for clients. 
After all, that’s what being a service-orient¬ 
ed nonprofit is all about. ▼ 




Jobs build stronger community 


by Thom Lynch 


T he LGBT Community Center will 
hold its fifth job fair - Job Fair 5.0 - 
on Wednesday, May 25 from 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Two-dozen employers including 
Wells Fargo, Safeway, Target, Citibank, and 
Bank of America have already signed up to 
participate, and 300 to 400 job seekers are 
expected to attend the event. 

It was just a little more than one year ago 
that the first job fair took place at the center. 
Our plan was to provide the LGBT work¬ 
force with equal footing and equal access to 
employment opportunities and to provide 
LGBT-ff iendly employers with the ability to 
market themselves directly to the commu¬ 
nity. With each successive job fair, the events 
have grown in size and stature, and they 
have become one of the hallmarks of the 
center’s entrepreneurial approach to pro¬ 
viding effective solutions for the Communi¬ 
ty- 

Employers and job seekers alike are hail¬ 
ing the job fairs as successes. Job Fair 4.0, 
which took place on February 9, is a prime 
example. The event attracted 395 job seekers 
and 16 employers, and based on online, post 


job fair surveys, it is clear that both job seek¬ 
ers and employers were pleased with how 
effective the job fair was in meeting em¬ 
ployment needs. For example, 90 percent of 
the job seekers reported that the job fair 
helped with their job-seeking efforts; 77 
percent of the job seekers reported that 
the job fair offered possible employ¬ 
ment leads; 82 percent of the em¬ 
ployers felt the job fair was “very 
valuable” for their diversity recruit¬ 
ing needs; and 90 percent of the 
employers reported that they “will 
be contacting candidates.” 

Equally successful was 
the first-ever transgen¬ 
der-specific job fair, 
which took place on 
March 22. Approximately 150 job seekers at¬ 
tended the transgender job fair, a partner¬ 
ship spearheaded by San Francisco Trans¬ 
gender Empowerment, Advocacy, and Men¬ 
torship, - a fantastic turnout illustrating 
that a transgender job fair has been long 
overdue. 

To date, more than 1,350 job seekers 
have attended job fairs at the center, and the 
complete list of employers who have at¬ 
tended the job fairs reads like a Who’s Who 


of Fortune 500 companies. Employers par¬ 
ticipate in the job fairs because they recog¬ 
nize a great opportunity to reach talented 
employees. They also understand that work¬ 
place strategies addressing discrimination 
against LGBT employees can enhance cor¬ 
porate reputation, increase job satisfaction, 
and boost competitiveness. 

Ultimately, however, it is the jobs that are 
so important - jobs and the cor¬ 
responding gains they bring to 
members of the LGBT commu¬ 
nity. A seminal report by the 
San Francisco Human Rights 
Commission in Novem¬ 
ber 2000 pointed out that 
“Discrimination in em¬ 
ployment on the basis of 
sexual orientation, HIV status, and gender 
identity threatens the economic develop¬ 
ment of the LGBT community.” The report 
illustrated how LGBT employment dis¬ 
crimination plays out. For example: female 
same-sex couples bring home 18-20 percent 
less income than a heterosexual married 
couple; transgender people face unemploy¬ 
ment rates as high as 70 percent; gay men 
make 4-7 percent less than their average het- 
page 13 ► 
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Oh, the ironies 

Two front-page stories in the B.A.R.’s May 12 issue 
struck me as an irony above all ironies. 

In one story [“Natali talks with theB.A.R”], Bad¬ 
lands owner Les Natali says in an interview that “ he 
has offered to donate $100,000 over the next six 
months to any organization that promotes diversity” 
and to turn over 70 percent of drink sales every 
Wednesday night to any organization that wants to 
host a fundraiser at his bar. 

In another [“Filipino Task Force on AIDS to close its 
doors”], the Filipino Task Force on AIDS has an¬ 
nounced that it is closing its doors at the end of June 
not only for its inability to pay outstanding payroll 
taxes to the IRS, but because it has lost its main source 
of funding which accounts for more than three-quar¬ 
ters of its meager $150,000 annual budget. 

In the San Francisco community where we are 
most proud of our cultural diversity and sensitivity, 
it is sad to think that a businessman who is fighting 
charges of discrimination in his establishment has 
enough money to spare while a struggling nonprofit 
community and ethnic-specific organization that has 
served countless HIV/AIDS clients for almost two 
decades is forced to close shop for lack of practically 
the same amount of money. 


Badlands: From bad to worse 

It’s bad enough that Les Natali has been discrimi¬ 
nating against people of color and women for so 
many years, despite receiving numerous verbal and 
written complaints over time from patrons, commu¬ 
nity leaders, elected officials, and even the city’s 
Human Rights Commission. 

But it’s even worse that, even after an extensive 
City investigation and finding of culpability - re¬ 
viewed and approved by the City Attorney’s office - 
Natali has gone on the attack, misrepresenting the 
truth, impugning discrimination victims, 
their allies, and the city itself. 

In fact, Natali’s latest actions have ac¬ 
tually created a new atmosphere of hos¬ 
tility: while most Badlands employees and 
patrons have simply buried their heads in 
their drinks - attention, Badlands pa¬ 
trons: the fact that you yourselves 
haven’t witnessed discrimination does¬ 
n’t mean it hasn’t happened. 

Nor does the presence of some people of color in 
the bar somehow negate or “balance out” discrimina¬ 
tion against other people of color. During my travels, 
I’ve never been harassed by the Los Angeles Police De¬ 
partment. But my good fortune doesn’t somehow 
erase or invalidate the heinous experiences of other 
African Americans. Some Badlands patrons and so- 
called volunteers now feel emboldened to mock Bad¬ 
lands picketers, who include elected officials and 
LGBT, African American, and labor leaders, calling 
them “niggers” and yelling “white power.” (Why not 
try these, too: Heil Hitler! Bash Queers! Ha, ha, ha! 
Funny, right?) 

The city did the right thing by exposing the truth. 
But now it’s time to uphold and enforce the law. Su¬ 
pervisor Tom Ammiano said it best in a letter to the 
California Department of Alcoholic Beverage Con¬ 
trol: “Should Mr. Natali be found to have been violat¬ 
ing antidiscrimination law, I hope that you will hold 
him accountable to the fullest extent possible. ... If 
one engages in such offenses, then he or she does not 
deserve the privilege of operating a licensed liquor 
business in our diverse city and state.” 

John Newsome 
And Castro for All 

‘Watershed moment’ 

As a member of our community who served on 
the Human Rights Commission, I was heartened by 
the support our community has shown the victims of 
discrimination by Les Natali at the Badlands bar. As 
the co-chair of the LGBT Advisory Committee, which 
is the committee representing LGBT interests at the 
HRC, we discussed issues of racism and sexism in our 
community throughout my eight-year tenure. Mem¬ 
bers of our committee and witnesses often discussed 
the way women and people of color are treated in 
public bars, restaurants, and businesses in the Castro. 
Although we wrote letters and held hearings, it took 
this galvanizing series of events, with over 50 wit¬ 
nesses stepping forward, before the commission could 
uphold a complaint. 

Our community should not question the integri¬ 
ty of the work of the commission staff. They spent 10 
months carefully documenting testimony and ana¬ 
lyzing the evidence presented to them. As we all know, 
Les Natali was asked repeatedly to provide evidence 
and to mediate the complaints of the witnesses, and 
he categorically refused to participate in this city- 
sanctioned process. 

The report issued last month is a watershed mo¬ 
ment for our community. Finally, a report has care¬ 
fully documented what many of us have known for 
years. We all need to support the coalition of people 



who are calling for an end to this mistreatment by our 
own to our own. I say, if we can’t all dance together at 
the end of our revolution, what’s the point? 

Martha Knutzen 
San Francisco 

HRC report was thorough 

We applaud And Castro For All for its efforts to rid 
the Castro of race discrimination at Badlands and 
elsewhere. The LGBT community must always stand 
for inclusion and diversity. We need to be willing to 
stand up and be counted when people are treated with 
disrespect based on who they are. For this reason, the 
Alice B. Toklas and Harvey Milk LGBT Democratic 
clubs both have endorsed the boycott of Badlands. 

We were disappointed to see that the owner of 
Badlands has chosen to attack the Human Rights 
Commission for its strong and well-researched con¬ 
clusion that various people experienced discrimina¬ 
tion at Badlands. Contrary to the spin from Badlands 
representatives, the HRC considered all sides of the 
dispute, spoke with all involved persons, thoroughly 
analyzed the credibility of the witnesses, and con¬ 
cluded that many of the allegations of discrimination 
were true. We as a community should respect this 
well-reasoned conclusion instead of attacking it. We 
encourage Badlands, its lawyers, and its PR consul¬ 
tants to stop attacking the HRC’s strong process and 
to begin to acknowledge the serious problems that led 
the HRC to issue its findings in the first place. 

Laura Spanjian and Scott Wiener, Co-Chairs 
Alice B. Toklas LGBT Democratic Club 
Greg Shaw, President 
Harvey Milk LGBT Democratic Club 

Discrimination must be stopped 

On Sunday night I was in the Castro, and a friend 
of mine came to me crying because of the insults and 
threats and mistreatment that were thrown his way as 
he walked on the sidewalk past the Badlands 
bar. I am a white, 52-year-old transgender 
female, who is active in many community 
programs, from involvement in various 
transgender and LGBT organizations, to 
membership in a local very inclusive 
church, where I am very involved and 
active. This friend is one who regularly 
attends the church. He also happens to 
be a young, African-American gay male. 
As he was walking by the Badlands bar, 
he said, he was screamed at, threatened, called that 
hated “n” word, with that “f ” word preceding it, and 
told that he was the root of all their problems and that 
he wasn’t welcome in “their” neighborhood. The peo¬ 
ple that did this came out of the bar, and he was 
frightened for his safety. And according to him, he has 
been harassed and threatened before in the Castro 
neighborhood, with similar epithets. 

As a woman, and a transgender woman, I often get 
insults thrown at me from the rank and file of the 
males in the Castro, but I generally ignore them, 
knowing that much of the time it comes from igno¬ 
rance and lack of understanding of what transgender 
really is, but these racist comments that come just be¬ 
cause this person walks down the street, that is wrong. 

It is as much an assault as if they were to physically 
harm someone. 

This racism and bigotry has to be stopped. The 
problems that have started and are being perpetuated 
in these bars have to end. If these bars cannot control 
their patrons, then perhaps it is time to do whatever 
needs to be done to shut them down, to end their in¬ 
fluence on the community. 

Dawnne Woodie, Executive Director 
Outreach Program for Transgenders In Crisis 

A set-up piece 

I hope that I am not becoming a Cassandra, but I 
would like to point out the defeat of the Christian 
right-wing’s antigay marriage Constitutional amend¬ 
ments last week in two committees of the state Legis¬ 
lature was little more than a set-up piece in the right- 
wing’s campaign to wipe out same-sex marriage, do¬ 
mestic partnerships and anything related to people 
bonding outside of traditional marriage [“Marriage 
bans die in Sacramento,” May 12]. Our various legal 
and legislative victories will have no finality until the 
ultimate battle next June over their anti-marriage ini¬ 
tiative fought to the finish with the electorate. 

The rightwing appears to have their strategy in 
place looking beyond the immediate toward next June 
and to be gearing up for this cataclysmic event. I see 
the opposite on our side, with attention focused on the 
here and now. Where is our multimillion-dollar cam¬ 
paign fund and sophisticated polling? Where is the 
sense of alarm and urgency? Politically active people 
should drop their other issues for the time being and 
focus on this battle. Apolitical people should realize 
that this battle will affect them and should care. Every 
gay and lesbian group, whether political or not, should 
figure out how they can help. 

James W. Haas 
San Francisco 
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Political science 


by Paula Martinac 

he U.S. Food and Drug Ad- 
I ministration’s soon-to-be- 

implemented guidelines 
about anonymous sperm donors 
present a reproductive rights issue 
for both gay men and lesbians. 
When a government can’t directly 
stop “undesirable” people from re¬ 
producing, it simply makes it 
more difficult for them - in this 
case, by instituting a policy that is 
more politically motivated than it 
is rooted in science. 

The FDA’s new guidelines - set 
to take effect on May 25 - rec¬ 
ommend as “ineligible” for 
sperm donation any man 
who has had sex with anoth¬ 
er man in the previous five 
years, even if he’s in a 
monogamous relationship 
or routinely practices safer 
sex. They further re¬ 
strict donations from 
men who have had 
sex in the pre¬ 
vious 12 

months with _ 

anyone 

“known or suspected to have HIV 
infection.” (The “suspected to” 
part is particularly creepy.) 

This policy - which has no 
basis in the science of HIV - actu¬ 
ally got its start six years ago, dur¬ 
ing the Clinton administration, at 
the FDA’s spooky-sounding 
“Human Tissue Seminar.” At that 
time, the agency announced its in¬ 
tention to make it illegal for all gay 
men to become anonymous 
sperm donors because of their 



3 * 


Lesbian Notions 


supposed across-the-board risk 
for HIV. Despite the growth of 
HIV infection in the heterosexual 
population, straight men with 
multiple sexual partners 
would have faced no simi¬ 
lar restriction. 

A flood of protest en¬ 
sued, primarily from sperm 
banks, which rightly saw it as 
invasive regulation of an 
industry that already em¬ 
ployed necessary safe¬ 
guards against HIV. In¬ 
deed, there 
were on 

_ record only a 

few cases of 
HIV transmission through infect¬ 
ed donor sperm. (And today, there 
is no recorded increase of such 
transmission.) Happily, activists 
were successful at staving off the 
discriminatory change, but under 
Bush, the FDA began revisiting 
the idea in earnest. 

Let’s face it - the underlying 
premise of the FDA guidelines is 
that gay men should not father 
children, although the agency 
doesn’t come right out and say 


that. It conveniently circumvents 
the charges of antigay discrimina¬ 
tion by noting that the guidelines 
don’t have the force of law, and 
that the agency’s official regula¬ 
tions - which do carry legal force - 
never use the words “gay” or “ho¬ 
mosexual.” Yet, as one sperm bank 
director admitted to gay blogger 
Michael Petrelis, “A lot of clinics 
will use the guidelines as an in¬ 
timidation document and refuse 
gay donors.” 

What’s more, the new guide¬ 
lines also have a direct impact on 
lesbian reproductive choice. Many 
lesbian couples prefer gay sperm 
donors. Indeed, they may have 
chosen a sperm bank where 
donors agree to have their identi¬ 
ty revealed at some point in the 
future - usually when the child 
comes of age - and want that 
donor to be “family” in more ways 
than one. 

If you think that I’m sounding 
a false alarm, that our government 
doesn’t get involved in who can 
and can’t reproduce, think again. 
In fact, the U.S. government has 
page 10 ► 
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Off we go 


by Bill Barnes 


his week’s my first as the Bay 
Area Reporters political 
columnist, and I want to 
thank publisher Tom Horn and 
news editor Cynthia Laird for the 
opportunity. While it’s humbling 
to follow in the footsteps of 
Wayne Friday, no one’s ever 
gonna fill Wayne’s shoes. Even be¬ 
fore I started writing this week’s 
column, a local activist e-mailed 
me to say it is likely I “will be 
loved, hated, lusted after, and very 
much feared before you do much 
of anything.” Off we go. 

Remembering those 
we’ve lost 

Sunday’s AIDS Candlelight 
Vigil showed that our community 
remains united to end the pan¬ 
demic. With some AIDS 
groups in danger of shut¬ 
ting their doors, it’s good 
to know San Franciscans 
still remember those 
we’ve lost and fight for 
those who are still 
here. With a kickoff 
called “Spunk-a- 
Rama,” the Sis¬ 
ters of Perpetu¬ 
al Indulgence 
produced an 
excellent show at the Edge, featur¬ 
ing Donna Sachet and Ethel 
Merman. The vigil, held in the 
Life Center garden at Market and 
Noe streets, was well done. Super¬ 
visor Bevan Dufty was there, 
along with community leaders 
Hank Wilson, Gary Virginia, 
Cecilia Chung, and the mayor’s 

siol. Bethany Church pastor the 
Reverend Dr. David Oursiman 

got it right when he said, “ Jt is bet¬ 
ter to light one candle than to 
curse the darkness.” 

Bay State equality 

There’s a lot to report from the 
Massachusetts Democratic Con¬ 
vention. The delegates, on a voice 
vote, became the latest of several 
state parties - including Califor¬ 
nia, Iowa, Colorado, New York, 
and Washington.-to^epc^se^gay 
marriage, either through a resolu¬ 
tion or a state party platform. No 
one spoke against the change at 
the convention. I guess Senator 
John Kerry (D-Massachusetts) 
has the courage to slam gay mar¬ 
riage in Louisiana, but not at 
home. 

Representative Barney 
Frank’s at it again. Frank (D- 
Massachusetts) criticized Mayor 
Gavin Newsom for his coura¬ 
geous stand on marriage equality 
and essentially ignored Senator 
Kerry’s offensive comments about 
gay marriage. Now, Frank’s at¬ 
tacking Democratic National 
Committee Chairman Howard 
Dean for calling out Congress- 



DNC Chair Howard Dean 


man Tom DeLay’s (R-Texas) eth¬ 
ical wrongdoing. At the conven¬ 
tion, the Boston Globe reports that 
Dean said DeLay “ought to go 
back to Houston where he can 
serve his jail sentence.” Frank’s 
right that DeLay hasn’t been in¬ 
dicted or convicted yet, but really, 
defending Tom DeLay? 

Senator Ted Kennedy (D- 
Massachusetts), a marriage equal¬ 
ity booster, is gearing up for re- 
election. Kennedy pointed out 
that no one even bothered to in¬ 
terrupt President George W. 
Bush’s bike ride as a lost plane ap¬ 
peared headed for the Capitol last 
week. Of course, this is the presi¬ 
dent who kept reading to grade 
schoolers during the first mo¬ 
ments of 9/11. Unlike Bush, Con¬ 
gresswoman Nancy Pelosi (D- 
San Francisco) was working hard 
when the wayward airplane en¬ 
tered Capitol airspace. 
Pelosi, whisked away 
by Capitol Police, was 
literally lifted out of 
her shoes. While 
Capitol Police recov¬ 
ered one of the 
pumps, it took Dave 
Reichert, a Re¬ 
publican 
freshman con¬ 
gressman 
from Washing¬ 
ton state, to find the other. He pre¬ 
sented the shoe at Pelosi’s regular 
press conference the next day, 
earning 15 seconds of fame. Even 
without shoes, Pelosi quickly re¬ 
turned to the Capitol and deliv¬ 
ered a floor speech. 

Watching your dollars 

One of our community’s most 
impressive leaders, Mike Mar¬ 
shall, has moved from running 
political campaigns to running 
Under One Roof, the nonprofit 
shop in the Castro where your 
purchases support AIDS service 
organizations. Just last week, 
Under One Roof hosted its first 
Friday evening wine tasting. Rob 
Black, staffer to Supervisor 
Michela Alioto-Pier, and Noe 
Valley Democrats President 
Rafael Mandelman were on 
hand,to. help celebrate. 

? I shop at Under One Roof and 
..Community Thrift, but never go 
to Out of the Closet thrift shop. If 
you shop at Out of the Closet, 
your dollars support the AIDS 
Healthcare Foundation, the reac¬ 
tionary Los Angeles nonprofit 
pushing names reporting for peo¬ 
ple with HIV. 

In other words 

It seems Duane Baughman, 

the San Francisco political consul¬ 
tant known for blasting Supervi¬ 
sor Gerardo Sandoval, has some 
explaining to do. The New York 
Daily News reports that Baugh¬ 
man, who worked on New York 
City Mayor Mike Bloomberg’s 
2001 campaign, is in the running 
for more work this year. 

There’s a glitch though, be¬ 
cause last year Baughman mailed 
out anonymous flyers featuring 
swastikas and accusing Sandoval 
of being anti-Semitic. The 
Bloomberg campaign is still de¬ 
bating who to hire for its mail 
program. 

On May 19, the City Democra¬ 
tic Club hosts former San Mateo 
County Supervisor and current 
state Senate hopeful Mike Nevin 
(D). Nevin, who is endorsed by 
just about every San Mateo elect¬ 
ed official and San Francisco Su¬ 
pervisor Fiona Ma, faces a tough 
fight against Assemblyman Le- 
land Yee (D-San Francisco) for 
the state Senate seat being vacated 





Former San Mateo County Supe 
Mike Nevin 


by Jackie Speier (D-San Fran- 
cisco-Hillsborough) as she gears 
up her campaign for lieutenant 
governor against State Senator Liz 
Figueroa (D-Fremont) and In¬ 
surance Commissioner John 
Garamendi (D). The meeting 
goes from 7:30 to 9 p.m. in the 
SPUR discussion room, 312 Sut¬ 
ter Street, Fifth Floor. 

Assemblyman Leland Yee, by 
the way, joined LGBT leaders, in¬ 
cluding state Senator Carole 
Migden (D-San Francisco) and 
Assemblyman Mark Leno (D- 
San Francisco), in signing the let¬ 
ter that went to the Gay and Les¬ 
bian Alliance Against Defamation, 
asking the organization to move 
its upcoming event from a boy¬ 
cotted hotel. It’s good to have 
straight allies standing up for 
what’s right. Community activists 
will be in the Castro this weekend 
-to draw attention to the issue. - 


The extremely talented artist 
Tim Gaskin heads the host com- 



SF Treasurer Jose Cisneros 


mittee for our own Treasurer Jose 
Cisneros at a fundraiser on May 
31 from 5 to 6:30 p.m. at Asqew 
Grill (3583 16th Street at Market). 
The suggested contribution is 
$100. Other host committee 
members include Audrey 
Joseph, Harry Denton, Donna 
Sachet, Dan Bernal, Debbie 
Mesloh, Vince Calvarese, and 
Calvin Gipson. 

One last piece of business: 
Wayne called the column “Our 
Man Friday,” so it seemed like a 
new name was in order. Merriam- 
Webster defines “barnstorm” as 
“to travel from place to place 
making brief stops (as in a politi¬ 
cal campaign).” That seemed like 
a good fit, so we’ll call this corner 
“Barnestorming.” ▼ 


Bill Barnes is an elected 
member of the San Francisco 
Democratic County Central 
Committee. His e-mail is 
billbarnessf@hotmail.com. 
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What was the 
Tales of the City? 


by Liz Highleyman 


This week's headline from the 
past: May 24, 1976 (29 years ago 
this month): Armistead Maupin's 
Tales of the City debuts in the San 
Francisco Chronicle. 

F rom its beginnings as a 
newspaper series, Armistead 
Maupin’s Tales of the City 
became a cult classic beloved by 
LGBT and heterosexual people 
alike, enhancing San Francisco’s 
reputation as a haven where 
queers, misfits, and iconoclasts of 
all stripes come to create their 
families of choice. 

A key character in the series, 
Mary Ann Singleton, made her 
first appearance in an August 1974 
column in the Marin County 
weekly, the Pacific Sun. That paper 
folded after the column had run 
for just five weeks, but two 
years later Maupin con¬ 
vinced the San Francisco 
Chronicle to run Tales of 
the City as a daily serial. 

Debuting in the Chroni¬ 
cle on May 24, 1976, Tales re¬ 
lated the adventures of 
Mary Ann, a girl from 
Cleveland who came 
to San Francisco on 
vacation and decided 
to stay. She moved into an apart¬ 
ment building at 28 Barbary Lane, 
where the other residents included 
bisexual ex-hippie Mona, swing¬ 
ing single Brian, and their eccen¬ 
tric, marijuana-growing landlady, 
Anna Madrigal. Many of the city’s 
famed landmarks made appear¬ 
ances in Tales , and the series in 
turn made others famous, includ¬ 
ing the cruisy Marina Safeway 
grocery store; 28 Barbary Lane, 
however, never existed. The series 
was a hit, and soon countless 
Chronicle readers looked forward 
to starting their day with Maupin’s 
latest 800-word episode. 

Six weeks into the series, 
Michael “Mouse” Tolliver moved 
to Barbary Lane. Chronicle editors 
initially worried that introducing 
an openly gay character would 
negatively impact the series’ pop¬ 
ularity, but when Michael began a 
relationship with gynecologist Dr. 
Jon Fielding, Maupin later re¬ 
called, “Suburban housewives ac¬ 
tually wrote me to say how much 
they wanted the romance to suc¬ 
ceed.” 

As it evolved, the series reflect¬ 
ed the changing social and politi¬ 
cal climate of the city, and aspects 
of Maupin’s own life were appar¬ 
ent in the lives of his characters. 
Like Michael, Maupin came from 



Author Armistead Maupin 


the South, where he had once 
worked for future-Senator Jesse 
Flelms at a North Carolina televi¬ 
sion station. After serving as a 
naval officer during the Viet¬ 
nam War, Maupin came to 
San Francisco as a journal¬ 
ist in 1971, transforming 
himself from a self-de¬ 
scribed “uptight, arch¬ 
conservative, racist brat” 
to a proud, openly gay man. 
The initial Tales 
series wrapped up at 
the end of 1976, but 
by Valentine’s Day 
the following year, Mouse and his 
friends were back in More Tales of 
the City. After Anita Bryant 
launched her antigay Save Our 
Children campaign in June 1977, 
the column featured a coming-out 
“Letter to Mama” from Michael, 
whose conservative parents hap¬ 
pened to be orange growers in 
Florida. In this second series, 
Anna Madrigal was revealed to be 
a transsexual - and Mona’s father. 

As the carefree 1970s gave way 
to the conservative 1980s, 
Maupin’s stories took on a more 
serious tone. In Further Tales of the 
City , which began in 1981, Mary 
Ann struggled over whether to 
marry Brian or devote herself to 
her career as a journalist. After 
breaking up with Jon, Michael 
embarked on an affair with a clos¬ 
eted gay movie star referred to 

only as “_,” whom 

many readers recognized as Rock 
Hudson (with whom Maupin had 
a brief fling). 

Tales offered the public one of 
its first glimpses of gay life, and by 
the early 1980s, AIDS had become 
a prominent theme in the series. 
In Babycakes (which began in 
1983), Jon died of AIDS, probably 
the first depiction of the epidem¬ 
ic in a fictional work. In the fourth 
series, Significant Others (which 


ran in 1986 in the San Francisco 
Examiner, at the time the Chroni¬ 
cle's afternoon competitor), 
Michael learned he was JJIV-pos- 
itive - soon after Maupin’s lover, 
Terry Anderson, received the same 
news. 

The columns proved so popu¬ 
lar that they captured the atten¬ 
tion of a Harper 8c Row editor, 
and Tales became a series of six 
novels. In the final volume, Sure of 
You (1989) - which never ap¬ 
peared in a newspaper - Mary 
Ann had become a television 
celebrity, and Mona and Anna 
Madrigal took a trip to the Isle of 
Lesbos. The books went on to sell 
more than 4 million copies and 
were translated into a dozen lan¬ 
guages. 

Tales was optioned by Warner 
Brothers for the big screen in 1979 
and by HBO in the early 1980s, 
but both projects came to naught. 
In 1993, a British television sta¬ 
tion finally produced a miniseries 
based on the original Tales of the 
City, starring stage actress 
Olympia Dukakis as Anna Madri¬ 
gal and newcomer Laura Linney 
as Mary Ann. The series ran on 
PBS the following year, garnering 
critical acclaim and record ratings, 
but also sparking a storm of con¬ 
troversy. Donald Wildmon’s 
American Family Association 
launched a full-scale campaign 
against PBS, sending videos of the 
show’s most risque scenes to 
members of Congress. Fearing 
loss of its funding, PBS aban¬ 
doned plans to produce a sequel, 
but cable channel Showtime took 
on the project. The second minis¬ 
eries ran in 1998, followed by a 
third in May 2001 to coincide with 
the 25th anniversary of the first 
Chronicle column. 

“I never say never about any¬ 
thing,” Maupin told an interview¬ 
er in 1999 when asked if he 
planned to continue his series. 
“It’s not inconceivable that one of 
these days when I’m starving to 
death I’ll write ‘Christmas at Bar¬ 
bary Lane,’ and they’ll all reunite 
for a small, piquant book.” ▼ 

Suggested reading 

Donahue, Dick. 2000. 
"Armistead Maupin: Tales 
Worth Talking About." Pub¬ 
lishers Weekly (Sept. 11). 

Giltz, Michael. 2001. "Tales 
of the Tales." the Advocate 
(May 22). 

"The Life and Works of 
Armistead Maupin." 
www. I i teraryben t. com. 
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often tried to prevent or discour¬ 
age certain people from having 
children - especially poor women, 
women of color, and people with 
mental or physical disabilities. It 
has accomplished this through 
sterilization programs disguised 
as “contraception” - perhaps most 
heinously, in a campaign of the 
1970s that succeeded in sterilizing 
a fourth of all Native American 
women living on government 
reservations. Individual abuses are 
still being documented, especially 
in cities with high immigrant and 
people of color populations. 

The other significant means by 


which the government restricts 
the reproductive rights of specific 
people is through punitive eco¬ 
nomic policies that make it im¬ 
possible for them to raise their 
own children. For example, the 
1996 “welfare reform” bill institut¬ 
ed a “family cap” that limits pay¬ 
ments to women if they become 
pregnant while accepting govern¬ 
ment assistance. 

Understand that, at the same 
time, our government tries to 
make it more difficult for white, 
middle class women to opt out of 
motherhood, by chiseling away at 
their right to choose. And al¬ 
though abortion is still technical¬ 
ly legal in the United States, fewer 
and fewer medical schools now 
teach the procedure, and the 


number of doctors performing 
abortions has therefore been dras¬ 
tically reduced since the historic 
Roe v. Wade decision of 1973. 

Of course, the new FDA guide¬ 
lines for sperm donors may seem 
benign compared to egregious ex¬ 
amples from the women’s repro¬ 
ductive-rights movement. But the 
lesbian and gay community 
shouldn’t fool itself into compla¬ 
cency. The guidelines are ultimate¬ 
ly all about who is and isn’t “fit” to 
parent - who is, in effect, “mommy 
material,” a phrase I coined a few 
years back. Now the FDA is poised 
to include gay men - based on 
their sexual identity, not on the re¬ 
alities of their sexual behavior - 
under the rubric of those who 
aren’t “daddy material.” T 
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Pants down 


by Jane Warner 


D iesel, 400 Castro Street, April 
28,12:10p.m.: A man came 
into the clothing store and 
started trying on clothes. As the 
clerk was distracted with another 
customer, the man suddenly ran 
out of the store wearing a pair of 
pants and a jacket he had just 
tried on. The clerk ran after the 


suspect as another clerk called 
911. An officer in the area spotted 
the suspect running near Most 
Holy Redeemer Church on Dia¬ 
mond Street and detained him. 
The clerk was brought to the 
scene and positively identified the 
man in custody as the suspect 
who allegedly shoplifted. The sus¬ 
pected thief was arrested for the 
offense and a search of his back¬ 
pack revealed yet another pair of 


stolen Diesel jeans and three 
shirts from All American Boy, an¬ 
other clothing store in the Castro. 
The owner of All American Boy 
was contacted and stated the sus¬ 
pect was in his store earlier, but 
had not bought anything. The 20- 
year-old suspect was taken to 
Mission Station and booked for 
grand theft, possession of stolen 
property, and an outstanding 
$1,500 warrant. T 


World Pride 
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er Kate Raphael. “This speaks to 
the apartheid nature of the state, 
that even progressive Israeli orga¬ 
nizations are so removed from the 
daily reality of Palestinian life.” 

Most recently Jewish, Catholic, 
and Muslim religious leaders in Is¬ 
rael held a rare joint news confer¬ 
ence to denounce the event, saying 
it would be responsible for the 
“spiritual rape” of Jerusalem and 
LGBT participants would “dirty” 
the city. Jerusalem’s mayor also 
voiced opposition to the event and 
the city’s police department told 
organizers that due to the planned 
pullout they could not provide se¬ 
curity for the gathering. 

El-Ad said he felt sorry for the 
city’s mayor who “wanted this to 
just go away as soon as possible and 
now will have to wait until 2006.” 

Battered by the various contro¬ 
versies, El-Ad said that lately, 
“there have been very intense pe¬ 
riods at JOH, to put it mildly.” 
Having digested the hatemonger- 


ing of the religious leaders, El-Ad 
said the moment would go down 
in the history pf the gay rights 
movement as “the most amazing 
and sad modern faces of homo¬ 
phobia.” 

“This group of people who 
could not come together around 
any issue ever, not for a lack of is¬ 
sues such as calling for peace in Is¬ 
rael, but to be united around ha¬ 
tred of a group of individuals they 
hate more than each other is a very 
sad moment for religion,” he said. 

And as for those calling for a 
boycott, he said, “I feel embar¬ 
rassed for them. It is a very strange 
situation for gay groups to be in 
coalition with the chief rabbis, 
muftis, and bishops speaking out 
against this event.” 

Organizers have garnered sup¬ 
port from moderate and liberal 
Jewish rabbis and leaders as well 
as various governments and LGBT 
groups from around the world. 
Most recently, San Francisco su¬ 
pervisors passed a resolution in 
support of World Pride. 

“It is deeply moving to us and 
important to have support from 


around the world,” said El-Ad. “It 
is a very challenging endeavor to 
make happen in Jerusalem.” 

Supervisor Bevan Dufty, who 
has become a booster for World 
Pride since visiting Israel earlier 
this year, said he agreed with the 
postponement of the event. 

“I think it is a good thing. It is a 
recognition by World Pride of the 
events that are going on in Israel,” 
said Dufty. “This gives us a year to 
organize and ensure worldwide 
observance of the event.” 

By postponing World Pride 
until well after the Gaza pullout, 
.El-Ad predicted organizers would 
gain more support from Israeli 
citizens. And while the reschedul¬ 
ing gives opponents a year to try 
to thwart the event, El-Ad vowed 
World Pride would take place in 
Jerusalem as planned. 

“We will have an even more won¬ 
derful celebration in 2006,” he said. 

He said LGBT people should 
attend World Pride not only to ex¬ 
perience Jerusalem “in all its beau¬ 
ty and tension,” but also to send a 
message to those who oppose gay 
rights.T 




STATSCRIPT PHARMACY 
CHRONIMED 


2262 Market Street, San Francisco, CA 94114 
(415) 255-0101 
Toll-free: 1-877-901-9971 


“StatScript isn’t the kind of pharmacy that 
has a paperback department. But they’ll help 
you write the next chapter of your life.” 

At StatScript, what makes us different 
makes us better. As a specialty pharmacy, 
we provide an innovative scope of support 
so that individuals with HIV/AIDS and 
other chronic conditions can approach their health with a strong 
and confident outlook. 
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UCSF is recruiting HIV POSITIVE 
PEOPLE for a clinical trial 

• A 38-day study to evaluate an 
investigational drug. 

• Must be 18-65, no anti-HIV therapy for 
at least 12 weeks, negative drug screen. 

• Two 36-hour hospital stays, 
reimbursement up to $1175 for study 
completion. 

Call Anna Smith: 415/476-9296 ext. 313 


posed partnership centered 
around DPH payments to UCSF, 
combined with UCSF concerns 
about stationing its staff in a non¬ 
hospital setting, said Gregg Sass, 
chief financial officer of DPH. 

“We were very close to putting 
a deal together,” said Sass. 

Jimmy Loyce, director of 
DPH’s AIDS office, said that the 
partnership would have been the 
right move had it gone forward as 
planned. 

“The idea was the right idea, to 
elevate the level of medical care 
for people living with HIV/AIDS 
in the Tenderloin and also able to 
recoup the costs for providers for 
those services,” said Loyce. 

But others in the community 
wondered why ADHC had to 
reach that point at all. Some ser¬ 
vice providers, speaking privately, 
noted that despite ADHC CARE 
funding cuts and last year’s Medi- 
Cal rate reductions, many other 
ADHC programs have continued 
to exist, whether by adjusting their 
services, seeking FQHC status, or 
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tinuum to receive Medi-Cal’s Fed¬ 
erally Qualified Health Center 
hospital rate - which would have 
provided $316 per client per day, 
minus costs - to fund ADHC. Due 
to unresolved conflicts between 
DPH and the University of Cali¬ 
fornia, San Francisco, which share 
nursing staff, the contract was un¬ 
able to go forward as planned. 

“We thought solutions were in 
the works. There literally was a 
contract about to be presented to 
DPH. It went so far as to be on the 
docket of the Health Commission. 
It was proceeding,” said Cloutier. 

The conflicts with the pro- 
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Years After Last Treatment 


Long-lasting and PERMANENT methods 
to restore the volume in your face 
lost by HIV, medication and aging. 

Gaetano Zanelli, M.D. 

Diptomate, American Board of Dermatology 
Member ; Sculptra Advisory Board 


Dr. Zanelli is Northern 
California's expert in 
injectable therapies for 
lipoatrophy, and has been 
performing restorative 
procedures for 8 years. 


Sculptra 

$400/Session 

Inquire about the Sculptra 
Patient Assistance Program 


Z Skin Center 

California Pacific Medical Center 
Davies Campus 
45 Castro Street Suite 215 
San Francisco, CA, 94114 

415.487.1846 


partnering with FQHC agencies 
to receive the higher reimburse¬ 
ment. Trimming some of the ser¬ 
vices in Continuum’s ADHC pro¬ 
gram, as well as having fewer ad¬ 
ministrative staff positions and 
lower salaries, they said, may have 
allowed ADHC to continue. 

Cloutier, however, noted that 
the other ADHC programs are 
targeted toward seniors, not nec¬ 
essarily HIV-positive people with 
mental illnesses and addictions, 
and are better able to provide ap¬ 
propriate care within the bound¬ 
aries of Medi-Cal reimbursement 
rates. 

“They can do it with less 
money because the intensity of 
services for a triple-diagnosed 
population is very different from 
someone recovering from a hip 
replacement, for instance,” said 
Cloutier. 

Continuum board President 
Susan Sachs added that trimming 
services was not an option when 
ADHC Medi-Cal eligibility re¬ 
quires certain programs to be in 
place. 

“It’s complicated by what 
Medi-Cal would reimburse; we 
can’t start playing a la carte with 
our license in terms of what we 
provide,” said Sachs. 

Lydia Missealides, executive di¬ 
rector of California Association 
for Adult Day Sendees, agreed. 

“Programs that want to. con¬ 
tinue to provide a high level ser¬ 
vice are in a dilemma,” said Mis¬ 
sealides. “You can cut corners, but 
then the quality suffers, or you can 
wind up being out of compliance 
with the regulations, and then you 
get into trouble. We’re pretty 
highly regulated.” 

Tiffany Mock-Goeman, Con¬ 
tinuum’s director of operations, 
said that last year’s Medi-Cal re¬ 
imbursement reduction was not 
so much a change in policy but 
more of an “out of the blue” 
change in the way the state inter¬ 
preted its own policies. Before the 
summer of 2004, she said, ADHC 
could recoup costs for patients at 
a rate of 86 days per six months, 
no matter when those days were 
utilized. The scheme was switched 
to a strict interpretation of three 
days a week, meaning the agency 
would not be reimbursed if clients 
needed extra services during any 
given week. 

Continuum began exploring 
FQHC partnerships about the 
same time that this Medi-Cal re¬ 
imbursement rate changed, said 
Sachs. 

“We started looking at FQHC 
opportunities early on,” she said. 

The DPH partnership seemed 
to be the solution, said Sachs, and 
still may be, “if all the internal pol¬ 
itics are straightened out.” Con¬ 
tinuum has put its ADHC license 
in suspension rather than official¬ 
ly shutting it down, in the hopes 
that the program may be resur¬ 
rected. 

Staff salaries 

As for the staff salaries at Con¬ 
tinuum, Cloutier noted that he 
took a 10 percent pay cut in Janu¬ 
ary - from $ 131,840 to $ 118,656 - 
and that salaries are set by the 
board based upon a survey of 
comparable nonprofits with bud¬ 
gets in the $3.5 million range. At¬ 
tracting and keeping quality staff 
members, he said, helps to ensure 
an organization’s future. 

“We have to ask what kind of 
organizational infrastructure 
needs to be sustained now, 25 
years into the epidemic, for sup¬ 
porting organizations in the long 
run,” he said. “Would we pay peo¬ 
ple any differently if we were run¬ 
ning a program for post-operative 
care for people after heart attacks? 
Those are the kind of compar¬ 
isons we should be making as op¬ 
posed to a model that sprang up 


and was largely volunteer-driven 
and financed by donations in the 
mid-1980s,” he said. 

Cloutier did agree that diversi¬ 
fied funding and community 
partnerships would be necessary 
for the survival of many nonprof¬ 
its, particularly as CARE dollars to 
the city are expected to continue 
to decrease over the next five 
years. The need to explore such 
partnerships was a big topic for 
Cloutier during his March inter¬ 
view with the B.A.R. y and he said 
that as executive director of SFAF 
he hopes to help convene com¬ 
munity meetings to discuss a col¬ 
lective response to the epidemic 
amidst government cuts. 

There still are no official plans 
for Continuum to merge with an¬ 
other organization, said Cloutier, 
although a new interim executive 
director may help to lead the dis¬ 
cussion about the agency’s future. 
Continuum has hired Chiquita 
Tuttle - a nonprofit consultant 
who has worked with the African 
American AIDS Support Services 
and Survival Institute, Glide 
Memorial Church, and the East 
Bay AIDS Advocacy Coalition - to 
take the position. Tuttle is expect¬ 
ed to start work this week. 

SFAF still is looking forward to 
Cloutier taking over as executive 
director; SFAF policy director 
Fred Dillon said that the organi¬ 
zation has no concerns regarding 
Cloutier’s abilities in light of Con¬ 
tinuum’s troubles. 

“I think Mark did everything 
he could to try to save this pro¬ 
gram. He came up with innovative 
and creative solutions to this 
funding crisis that they were faced 
with,” said Dillon. 

Continuum still has the re¬ 
sources to continue as a stand¬ 
alone agency, with six other pro¬ 
grams that currently are not in fi¬ 
nancial trouble, said Cloutier. 

Such programs include Ten¬ 
derloin Care, a storefront primary 
care clinic; Springboard, a transi¬ 
tional care program for people of 
color being released from Califor¬ 
nia prisons; Homebase, a transi¬ 
tional program working with peo¬ 
ple released from San Francisco 
County jails; Tenderloin Neigh¬ 
borhood Testing, a program pro¬ 
viding HIV rapid testing in the 
Tenderloin and Bayview/Hunters 
Point; Prevention Case Manage¬ 
ment, an HIV prevention pro¬ 
gram for female partners of HIV¬ 
positive men; and Medi-Cal Waiv¬ 
er/Nursing Case Management, 
which provides nursing and social 
work services for homebound 
people with HIV/AIDS. These 
programs are funded by Title I 
CARE hinds or are able to operate 
on Medi-Cal reimbursements, he 
said. 

“The rest of the programs ac¬ 
tually are growing in terms of new 
clients,” said Cloutier. “There is a 
very vital and viable organization 
here without ADHC.” 

Yet ADHC “is kind of the soul 
of the organization,” acknowl¬ 
edged Cloutier. “It’s tragic. We’ve 
all been crying about it.” 

Continuum’s immediate goal 
is to get its ADHC clients set up 
with other services, including 
food banks and mental health 
agencies, but “there is nothing like 
the adult day health program,” 
said Cloutier. “There’s no pro¬ 
gram that provides five hours of 
care with two meals, nurses, activ¬ 
ities, and social workers.” 

Acknowledging the value of 
ADHC, Tracy Brown, executive 
director of Tenderloin AIDS Re¬ 
source Center, told the B.A.R. that 
he would like to see community 
partnerships form between 
HIV/AIDS agencies and existing 
ADHC programs. He disagreed 
with the assessment that other 
ADHC programs do not handle 
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Agency holds poz-friendly dance 


By Matthew S. Bajko 


|P ^ art of a growing trend 
' across the country, the Stop 
AIDS Project will host what 
is believed to be the city’s first 
HIV-positive friendly dance. 
Called the “Life Dance,” the event 
will take place Friday night of 
Memorial Day weekend. 

Its very name is a not so subtle 
reminder of how AIDS is no 
longer a death sentence for many 
gay men. Twenty years ago it 
would have been hard to imagine 
HIV-positive guys having the en¬ 
ergy, yet alone the spirit, to dance 
the night away. 

But with the introduction of 
protease inhibitors a decade ago, 
many HIV-positive guys have got¬ 
ten their lives back. AIDS for 
many is now a manageable dis¬ 
ease, and while HIV drugs come 
with harsh side effects, there is 
reason to party. 

“I think the time is right for it,” 
said Matt Consola, the dance’s DJ 
who has been positive for 12 years. 
“In the community people are a 
lot more accepted for being posi¬ 
tive. It is not such as big a stigma 
as it used to be and people aren’t 
afraid to admit that they are posi¬ 
tive.” 

In addition to being able to re¬ 
turn to the workforce, positive 
men have also returned to the dat¬ 
ing pool and are looking for social 
outlets to meet not only other 
guys, but other positive guys. 
Known as serosorting, many pos¬ 
itive men prefer to date other pos- 


Guest Opinion 
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erosexual counterparts; and peo¬ 
ple with HIV/AIDS have limited 
employment choices. So long as 
our community is under attack so¬ 
cially and politically, eliminating 
barriers to economic opportunity 
is critical. Employment helps to 
provide the economic engine and 
visibility of our movement. 

Employment discrimination is 
especially insidious, because most 
people spend the majority of the 
day at work and depend on paid 
employment for sustenance. Em¬ 
ployment discrimination might 
help to explain why the average 
stay of a gay man in San Francisco 
is four years, and the rate of home- 
ownership is 6 percent among 
members of the LGBT communi¬ 
ty. Employment discrimination 
undermines our community, be¬ 
cause it prevents us from putting 
down deeper roots and becoming 
a more stable, self-sustaining com¬ 
munity. 

There’s one more thing hap¬ 
pening here, too, and it’s some¬ 
thing to be proud of: our center is 
the only community center in the 
nation with a publicly supported 
economic development depart¬ 
ment that hosts job fairs for the 
LGBT community. We make it our 
mission to provide a community 
model to cities worldwide. One of 
the strongest results is making sure 
job seekers are well prepared for 
the actual events, which is 
achieved through expert panel 
events, coaching seminars, pre- . 
registration preparation, and even 
one-on-one counseling. 

If you are a job seeker interest¬ 
ed in attending Job Fair 5.0, pre¬ 
register online at www.sfcenter.org 
and bring copies of your resume. 

If you are an employer who wants 
to participate, there’s still plenty of 
time to join Job Fair 5.0. ▼ 


itive guys as their way to prevent 
the spread of HIV or simply to 
find a partner who understands 
what they face on a daily basis. 

“A lot of people want to active¬ 
ly meet people who are also posi¬ 
tive. They feel more comfortable 
in a relationship where both peo¬ 
ple are positive,” said Consola. 

But aside from the Internet, 
where one can easily include their 
being positive in a profile, going 
out to a gay bar or club often 
means having to at some point 
disclose one’s status to a prospec¬ 
tive partner or trick. For some 
positive men, that can lead to an 
emotional conversation, even re¬ 
jection, and ultimately, a reason 
not to go out. 

Thus, the emergence of the Life 
Dance. 

“Not everybody who is HIV¬ 
positive feels comfortable letting 
people know. Here they can come 
together and it is understood. 
They don’t have to feel rejected,” 
said Brian Hackett, of Club B Pro¬ 
ductions, who just moved to San 
Francisco from Los Angeles in 
January. Life will be his first event 



in town. “They can just come to¬ 
gether, have a good time and relax. 
They know it will be a fun, safe at¬ 
mosphere and they know they 
won’t be rejected.” 

The event is a fundraiser for 
Stop AIDS’ Positive Force and is 
similar to the concept behind 
Club Poz, which began in Los An¬ 
geles about two years ago. 


“It’s about bringing together 
friendly, like statuses. It’s a way to 
introduce them to each other and 
having sex with each other and 
not having to worry about spread¬ 
ing HIV to each other,” said 
Michael Cooley, interim Positive 
Force program manager. “Here 
you don’t have to initiate a con¬ 
versation about disclosure in a 
way they might get rejected. In 
this case it pretty much is out 
there from the start that you are 
positive.” 

Also, Cooley said the dance is a 
chance to reach younger positive 
guys who may not attend a lecture 
or other event put on by Stop 
AIDS but will go out clubbing. 

“A lot of this is about trying to 
reach out to a community of 
younger positive guys in a differ¬ 
ent way that isn’t about an HIV 
intervention,” he said. “What we 
found is a lot of people who come 
through our PLUS seminar are 
young but the people who stay 
and participate in our programs 
tend to be 35-plus. They have sup¬ 
port networks and are pretty well 
served. They are not really the 


high-risk population.” 

Apart from having plenty of 
condoms and lube to give out, 
Cooley said the agency will not 
have any forms, as is typical at its 
other events and programs, for 
dance attendees to fill out. 

“The focus here is really to 
have fun. We want it to be some¬ 
thing authentic, with real DJs, real 
go-go boys, and a real VIP 
lounge,” he said. 

Buzz is already building 
around the event. After the first 
ads appeared without a date or 
time, Consola said he was 
swamped with e-mails from peo¬ 
ple wanting to attend. 

“If this one goes off well, Brian 
is going to do this on a regular 
basis, maybe monthly,” said Con¬ 
sola, who reduced his usual DJ fee 
to help keep costs of the dance 
low. 

Life Dance will take place 8 
p.m. to 2 a.m. Friday, May 27 at 
Club Hide, 280 7th Street. Regular 
tickets cost $10 while VIP tickets 
cost $20. Tickets will be sold at the 
door or in advance at www.club- 
b-productions.com. T 


Everyone Welcome at Badlands 

$100,000 Offer to members of And 
for All, BGLT People in Pride, Black 

CUAV, LGADDA, Men of Ml Colors 1 

SFLGBT Pride Committee, SF Stop MlUd 
Project, and other organizations that 
promote diversity and inclusion 

Dear Members: 

A lot has been said and written about San Francisco Badlands lately. But have 
you gone to Badlands to check it out for yourself? We think you'll like what you 
see. You will see an ethnically diverse, friendly bar staff working in a welcoming 
and fun environment. Our aim is to make Badlands an oasis of racial harmony, a 
place where everyone is wel come and everyone feels welcome. And everyone has 
a good time. 

We’d like you to help us in our effort to promote even greater diversity at 
Badlands, and we’d like to help you in your organization’s fund-raising efforts. 
We want it known that Badlands welcomes everyone and everyone is welcome. 
Here’s our proposal: 

Because we support your efforts to promote greater diversity in the Castro, 
Badlands is offering to you, the above-named organizations (and other deserving 
community organizations) the opportunity to host a series of Wednesday night 
fund-raisers. Badlands will donate 70% of all drink sales to the organizations that 
host and promote the fund-raisers. Hosting organizations will receive a minimum 
of $3,000 each night, but may receive up to $5,000 or more; the actual amount 
will be equal to 70% of the gross sales for all drinks served that night. 

Badlands will schedule the fund-raisers every Wednesday night for 26 weeks or 
until a total of $100,000 has been donated to the hosting organizations. Does this 
sound like something you or your organization might be interested in? If so, 
please contact us for more information. This offer is subject to conditions. Call 
415-626-9320 or email: info@sfbadlands.com 

San Francisco Badlands / 4 1 2 1 18 th Street / San Francisco, CA 94 1 14 / 415-626-9320 / info@sfbadlands.com 
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Real Estate Palm Springs? 

zephyr-ps.com 



1 LEARN FRENCH 

«SEU 


• All Levels * Individual Classes • 


MARC GADELIN 

Certified Teacher (415) 441 -2062 


dignity san francisco 


LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL & TRANSGENDER CATHOLICS ♦ OUR FAMILIES & FRIENDS I 
Mass & Social Every Sunday 5:30pm Second Sunday Supper monthly I 
1329 SEVENTH AVENUE, AT JUDAH STREET ♦ 415.681.2491 +JOIN US! 




Turn your clutter into services for 

PEOPLE LIVING AND AT RISK FOR HIV/AIDS 


• You get a tax deduction 


• You donate your items and we sell them on ebay 

• Call for a valuation of your items 
• The proceeds support 

# people living with 

HIV/AIDS in the Tenderloin 


IT’S THAT easy! CALL 

415-923-6983 


TARC’s mission is to lessen 
the incidence of HIV infection, 
disease progression and 
homelessness among the 
residents of the Tenderloin 
neighborhood using 
harm reduction philosophy 
and practice. 


home loans as individual 
as we are. 

Community Lending Network ss proud to provide our 
community with flexible home financing solutions 
designed around you. Contact us today and learn how 
we can help you: 

- purchase your first home without down payment 

• reduce your payments without perfect credit or 
income verification 

• decide on the best home loan for you 

• access over 100 tow rate lenders 


415.399.0640 

www.communitytendingnetwork.com 
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IML says‘no’ to drugs 



& INTERNATIONAL MR. LEATHER 



As Chicago prepares to welcome the world, 
the producers of International Mr. Leather 
want to tell some people to 


We have no use for crystal meth at any of our functions! 

DEALERS 

If you show up anyway, we will not kick you out. 
We'll call the police! 

We can’t wait to see everyone else May 26-30, 2005 
Memorial Day Weekend. 2005 

if meth has already entered your life and you need help, 


The International Mr. Leather Web site has a stark warning for people 
planning to bring drugs to the upcoming contest. 


by Zak Szymanski 


H s members of the leather 
. „ community and larger 

H LGBT circles prepare for 
the 26th International Mister 
Leather competition in Chicago 
next weekend, organizers of the 
event have a message for atten¬ 
dees: leave your drugs behind, or 
risk arrest. 

Front and center on the IML 
Web site (www.imrl.com) is not a 
sexy icon or enticing blurb, but 
rather, a warning: “As Chicago 
prepares to welcome the world, 
the producers of International 
Mister Leather want to tell some 
people to STAY HOME,” the site 
announces. “We have no use for 
crystal meth at any of our func¬ 
tions. Dealers, if you show up, we 
will not kick you out. We’ll call the 
police!” 

IML ran similar announce¬ 
ments as advertisements in Chica¬ 
go area publications, according to 
Bill Stadt, organizer of the compe¬ 
tition. The no-nonsense message 
stems from several recent arrests 
and incidents involving crystal 
meth, said Stadt, and community 
members and contest organizers 
deciding that “enough is enough.” 
IML’s proactive approach, said 
Stadt, is just one of many in a city¬ 
wide effort to address the crystal 
meth epidemic in the Windy City. 

In March, a meeting of Chicago 
area bar owners took place to ad¬ 
dress crystal meth and to discuss 
medical as well as legal responses 
to patrons who use drugs. In April, 
a Chicago area gay bar was raided 
and four patrons were arrested for 

alleged crystal meth possession, 
according to an article in the 
Windy City Times, although the 
bar owner later disputed the arti¬ 
cle, claiming that the patrons had 
cocaine, not crystal. Also in April, 
bar owners began hanging signs in 
their windows advertising their es¬ 
tablishments as“meth-freg” zones. 

Most reaction to the IML cam¬ 
paign has been “extremely posi¬ 
tive,” said Stadt, although “some 
people are in shock” over the tone 
of the message and the prominent 
place it occupies in the announce¬ 
ment for the event. 

In San Francisco, members of 
the leather and LGBT community 
expressed mixed opinions, with 
some believing that addicts and 
users would benefit more from 
outreach and prevention at the 
event than from harsher messages. 

Audrey Joseph - a longtime or¬ 
ganizer of clubs and parties that 
have been popular with the 
leather community - said that she 
has successfully used security pat- 
downs at her events as a way of 
discouraging drug use, and that 
many of her parties have wel¬ 
comed harm reduction advocates 
to help prevent overdoses and 
other drug-related emergencies. 
But while sympathetic to IML 
concerns, she questioned the ef¬ 
fectiveness of IML’s campaign be¬ 
cause of the large numbers of 
people who attend the Chicago 
festivities, including many who 
are not affiliated with the leather 
community at all. 


“By making that announce¬ 
ment I don’t think you discourage 
anybody, you just don’t look too 
friendly,” said Joseph. “In addition 
to what the event is for the leather 
community, International Mr. 
Leather has become a part of the 
circuit scene. Circuit boys may not 
attend the leather events but they 
will certainly attend all the parties; 
that’s part of their scene.” 

There are no pat-downs or bag 
checks at official IML events, said 
Stadt, who agreed that many of 
the drugs present during the 
course of the IML weekend come 
from the circuit crowd. 

“There is some crossover [be¬ 
tween the leather and circuit 
crowds],” Stadt acknowledged, but 
he emphasized the diversity of 
populations in attendance. 
“You’ve got your hardcore leather 
people and the title groups and 
the leather community, and then 
I think you have the people who 
come for the outside dance parties 
or to visit the leather market.” 

As far as outreach to those who 
need help with substances, Stadt 
noted that for the 15th consecu¬ 
tive year, IML will provide leather 
recovery meetings for all members 
of 12-step programs. The meet¬ 
ings will be held twice each day at 
the host hotel, providing a safe 
space to gather and deal with the 
excitement and temptations of the 
weekend. Additionally, an educa¬ 
tional brochure about substances 
also will be in all of the IML bags 
that guests receive. 

Michael Siever, Ph.D., director 
of the Stonewall Project in San 
Francisco and the Web Site 
Tweaker.org, which offers non- 
judgmental information to crystal 
meth users, said that while he may 
not agree with the effectiveness of 
IML’s message, the campaign is 
not upsetting to him. 

“I’m not big on the justice sys¬ 
tem approach to drugs, I don’t 
think it works very well. How 
many years have we been fighting 
the war on drugs?” said Siever. 
“But in some ways I’m glad to see 
these messages, that it’s not okay. 
There ought to be some discus¬ 


sion about this. We kind of accept 
that it’s okay for some people to 
make a profit off other people’s 
downfall. There are a lot of gay 
men who sell speed to other gay 
men, and that certainly merits 
some discussion as to how people 
feel about that.” 

San Francisco Police Officer Len 
Broberg, who won the title of Inter¬ 
national Mr. Leather 1992, praised 
IML organizers for their hard-line 
stance against drugs and dealers. 

“It is something.that is possi¬ 
bly long overdue,” said Broberg, 
noting that the threat of j»«l is 

aimed atdealet^ju^- 

ly killing people within our com¬ 
munity.” As far aS drug users go, 
said Broberg, sometimes tough 
love works better than a welcom¬ 
ing message. “People with addic¬ 
tions or problems sometimes have 
to hit rock bottom before they get 
help or take ownership and re¬ 
sponsibility,” he said. 

Broberg said that the buzz cre¬ 
ated by IML’s campaign means the 
message in many ways has already 
been successful. 

“Anytime people create an en¬ 
vironment that provokes discus¬ 
sion about problems - and possi¬ 
ble solutions which may ultimate¬ 
ly end up saving someone’s life -1 
think that’s a good thing,” he said. 

It is unclear how much will ac¬ 
tually change at IML in terms of 
drug policies; Stadt emphasized 
that the threat of police interven¬ 
tion was aimed at dealers, but said 
there is no protocol in place for 
identifying alleged dealers. Addi¬ 
tionally, said Stadt, drug policies are 
determined by the venues where 
events take place and the hotels that 
house guests, not IML organizers. 

Thus, notifying law enforce¬ 
ment of any incidents likely will 
happen on case by case basis in ac¬ 
cordance with policies of the es¬ 
tablishments, and “we’re not 
going to hide or cover for anyone,” 
said Stadt. 

The message remains impor¬ 
tant, said Stadt, that “the core peo¬ 
ple of IML are not interested in 
drugs. That’s not what we’re 
about.” ▼ 


Continuum 

<4 page 12 

multiple diagnoses, noting that 
people with Alzheimer’s and other 
medical issues have needs that are 
similar to people with mental ill¬ 
nesses and HIV/AIDS. 

Brown said that TARC is al¬ 
ready doing intake for some of 


Continuum’s soon to be former 
clients and his organization will 
provide them with case manage¬ 
ment and treatment adherence. 
But because of a state moratorium 
on creating new ADHC programs, 
he said, many agencies feel “their 
hands are tied” in terms of what 
they can offer. 

Expanding one of the existing 
ADHC programs to accommo¬ 


date Continuum’s clients, he said, 
“would ensure ongoing support 
for residents in need of this level 
of care. The other existing ADHC 
programs care for residents fac¬ 
ing multiple diagnoses, and we 
need to encourage these 
providers to ensure that care for 
people living with HIV/AIDS be¬ 
comes one of their specialties, as 
well.” ▼ 
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France: Weak dollar 


beckons gay travelers 


by Ed Walsh 


A mid the cobblestone streets 
of picturesque Tours, 
France, about an hour train 
ride outside Paris, is something 
very familiar to gay San Francis¬ 
cans. It had its genesis in a 20- 
year-old souvenir from San Fran¬ 
cisco. In 1985, Bruno Massonpis- 
rrs’s friend visited San Francisco 
and gave him a T-shirt he bought 
at the Stud bar emblazoned with 
the words “The Stud San Francis¬ 
co.” He held on to the shirt. He 
eventually found a good use for it. 
Two years ago, he opened “The 
Stud” in Tours. That T-shirt is 
now framed and prominently dis¬ 
played in his popular bar. 

“There are only three bars in 
the world with that name,” Mas- 
sonpisrrs boasted to the Bay Area 
Reporter. “The others are in Mon¬ 
treal and San Francisco,” he ex¬ 
plained in a thick French accent. 
Tours is part of the Loire Valley, in 
Western France. 


Landmark: The Eiffel Tower 


It’s becoming more attractive 
to American visitors to France be¬ 
cause it contains most of the 
charms of Paris but with a lower 
price tag, a growing concern con¬ 
sidering the relatively weak dollar. 
Hotels in the Loire Valley run for 
about 40-50 percent less than 
those in Paris. 

The regional tourism offices in 
Western France hope that its 
lower sticker price and its very 
gay-welcoming atmosphere will 
attract more gay and lesbian 
tourists who would otherwise sel¬ 
dom venture out of Paris out of 
concern that they wouldn’t be 
welcome. 

More on Paris later, first some 
highlights of the relatively undis¬ 
covered gay-welcoming Loire Val¬ 
ley, an area known for its castles, 
wine industry, and old French 
charm. 

Tours 

Tours is the largest populated 
city of the Loire Valley, with about 
300,000 people and plenty of gay 


Orleans 

Also about an hour’s train ride 
out of Paris, the city of Orleans is 
where New Orleans got its name. 
Orleans is the second-largest city 
of the Loire Valley. It boasts one 
predominantly gay bar, Le P’tite 
Cafe and several gay-friendly 
ones. It also has a small but popu¬ 
lar gay sauna, Savon, and a second 
sauna is expected to open there by 
the summer. The Hotel de 
l’Abeille, or Hotel of the Bee, is 
gay-owned and very welcoming. 
It’s a charming hotel with a lot of 
old-world French furnishings and 
decor. Rates start at around $55, a 
bargain by Paris standards and it 
includes free WiFi Internet access. 

Orleans’ main square features 
a statue of loan of Arc on a horse 
as its centerpiece. Joan of Arc 
helped liberate Orleans from the 
English in 1429 and remains the 
most revered figure in Orleans. 
The town is on the Loire River, 
where mariners used to unload 
wine shipments destined for Paris. 
Each summer it hosts the Orleans 
Jazz Festival. Orleans’ spectacular 
Parc Floral de La Soure would give 
Golden Gate Park a run for its 
money. 

Amboise 

Amboise is about a three-hour 
train ride from Paris. Popular at¬ 
tractions there include the estate 
where Leonardo da Vinci spent 
the last years of his life. Gay- 
owned accommodations in Am¬ 
boise include the upscale Manoir 


The Mai re District in Paris is the gayest part of the city. 


venues. Its also boasts one of the 
largest student populations of 
France. About 10 percent of resi¬ 
dents are students. 

Tours’ gay and lesbian associa¬ 
tion, Tours Angels, hosts a wide 
array of groups for every interest, 
from restaurant groups to sports. 
Its monthly meeting, held last 
month at the popular gay bar, La 
P’tite Chose, drew an overflow 
crowd, nearly equally divided be¬ 
tween gay men and lesbians. 

Other gay gathering places in¬ 
clude Le GI, a disco that draws a 

V»; g crowd of men and women and 
is most popular on weekends. By 
the way, GI is not a military refer¬ 
ence. It stands for “gay inside.” The 
aforementioned Stud is a men’s 
cruising bar with a backroom. Le 
Glasgow bar is predominately les¬ 
bian. 

Tours also has a gay sauna, Les 
Themes de Grammont. Gay- 
friendly restaurants include L’He- 
doniste, near downtown Tours. 


les Minimes and Le Clos d’Am- 
boise. Another gay-owned hotel is 
also a restaurant. It’s Le Pavilion 
des Lys. For about $40, including 
taxes and tip, which is included in 
the bill in France, you can have an 
elegant eight-course dinner that 
you could easily pay five times as 
much for in Paris or San Francis¬ 
co. 

Amboise has a gay-owned cas¬ 
tle guesthouse. It’s Chateu des 
Ormeaux. Rates in one of its ele- 
page 20 ► 
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Buying in Palm Springs? 
Make yew Mark in the Sunny Desert! 
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If you would like to learn French from 
French natives and have fun at the 
same time, contact us by phone, fax, 
snail-mail, e-mail, or better yet, drop by 
in person! We'd love to meet you! 

Leant the language or improve your 
skills in small groups or private 


Come to The French Class to learn or 
practice French for Free every Friday 
between 12:00 and 2:00. 

Speak French for 30 minutes, then 
watch a French film. You don't need to 
he registered in a class to attend. 
Everybody is welcome! 








Visit us at www.frenchclass.com or 
500 Sutter Street (415) 362-3666 


The 

Top 

Ilf * * k § j§§ 

z 

Zephyr 

Agent 


ZEPHYR 

REAL ESTATE 

PALM STRINGS 

RANCHO MIRAGE 



in the 


terrymzephyr@yahoo.com 

Desert! 


www.makeitmurphy.com 







































16 BAY AREA'REPORTER 19 May 2005 


llUMMlI 


ZEPHYR 


PALM SPRINGS 
REAL ESTATE? 
1 - 866 - 377-7757 


ZEPHYR 

REAL ESTATE 


Sexuaf leafing T*fieraj)y 

An alternative or a complement to 
psychotherapy or medical treatment , 
Sacred Intimacy is a somatic approach 
to resolving erotic issues such as: 
~rapid ejaculation 
~erection difficulties 
~fear of anal penetration 
~inhibited ejaculation 
~genital or body shame 

Dr. Brian Swager 
415-5517866 

www .Spiritouch.org 




William Owen, Jr., M.D. 

J 

Carl Stein, PA-C 
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415.861.2400 


www.owenmed.com 
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45 Castro St., Suite 402 
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A San Francisco 
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Gay Health Care Since 1979 


GAY SPERM 
DONORS WANTED 
BY LESBIANS 

510 - 521-7737 

www.GaySpermBank.com 


Restore Your Face! 


Michael Echavez, M.D. 

Board Certified Specialist in: 

Sculptra™ for fecial wasting 

Treatments for HIV Lipodystrophy 
Facial Plastic Surgery 
Botox® Cosmetic 
Injectable Facial Fillers 
Microdermabrasion & Facial Peels 
Rejuvenating Skin Care 
Propecia for Hair I-oss 

(Free 2 week supply) 



Complimentary consultation 
ivith mention of this ad 

490 Post Street, Suite 542 
San Francisco 
(415) 392-9800 
www.sfplasticsurgery.com 
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Federal court strikes 
down Nebraska 
marriage amendment 


by Bob Roehr 


A f 

a 


federal judge struck down 
the Nebraska constitution- 
I al amendment that banned 
same-sex marriage and recogni¬ 
tion of any other type of relation¬ 
ship between such couples. The 
May 12 decision called the 
amendment overly broad and re¬ 
strictive of gay people’s access to 
the political process. The ruling 
will be appealed. 

In 2000, 70 percent of voters 
passed what became Section 29 of 
the Nebraska Constitution. It de¬ 
clared: “Only marriage between a 
man and a woman shall be valid 
or recognized in Nebraska. The 
uniting of two persons of the 
same sex in a civil union, domes¬ 
tic partnership, or other similar 
same-sex relationship shall not be 
valid or recognized in Nebraska.” 

In 2003, at the request of a 
state legislator, the Nebraska at¬ 
torney general issued an opinion 
that the amendment prohibited 
the Legislature from adopting a 
bill to allow a domestic partner 
with power of attorney to dispose 
of his or her partner’s remains. 

In his decision, U.S. District 
Judge Joseph Batallion found 
“that Section 29 is indistinguish¬ 
able from the Colorado constitu¬ 
tional amendment” that the ILS. 
Supreme Court struck down in 
Romer v. Evans. That landmark 
1996 equal protection decision 
found that Colorado’s antigay 
Amendment 2 excluded gays from 
the political process and thus was 
unconstitutional. 

“Like the amendment at issue 
in Romer, Section 29 attempts to 
impose a broad disability on a sin¬ 
gle group,” Batallion wrote. “Also, 
as in Romer, the lack of connec¬ 
tion between the reach of the 
amendment and its purported 
purpose is so attenuated that it 


provides evidence that Section 29 
has no rational relationship to any 
legitimate state interest. 

“Moreover, the court finds that 
Section 29 was designed against 
the class it affects, making it sta¬ 
tus-based. ...[It] goes so far be¬ 
yond defining marriage that the 
court can only conclude that the 
intent and purpose of the amend¬ 
ment is based on animus against 
the class” of people known as gay 
or lesbian. 

Batallion also concluded that 
the amendment “operates to pro¬ 
hibit persons in a same-sex rela¬ 
tionship from working to ever ob¬ 
tain governmental benefits or 
legal recognition, a right they had 
before the passage of Section 29.” 
He agreed with plaintiffs’ argu¬ 
ment that it was “an unconstitu¬ 
tional bill of attainder.” 

David Buckel, an attorney with 
Lambda Legal Defense and Edu¬ 
cation Fund, one of the groups 
that filed the lawsuit, said the 
amendment was “in its own class 
as the most extreme, antigay law 
in the entire nation. ... This anti- 
gay-union law, in effect, hung a 
sign on the door of the Legislature 
saying ‘same-sex couples not al¬ 
lowed.’” 

“The judge was clear that states 
can’t enact amendments that bar 
gay people from the democratic 
process,” said Amy Miller. The at¬ 
torney with the ACLU of Nebras¬ 
ka helped to argue the case. “This 
decision doesn’t mean that gay 
people can marry, get a civil 
union, or a domestic partnership, 
but it guarantees gay people the 
right to lobby their state lawmak¬ 
ers for those protections.” 

Social conservatives wasted no 
time in criticizing the decision. 
“This is a blatant display of judi¬ 
cial arrogance where a non-elect- 
ed federal judge has shown total 
disregard for what 70 percent of 
Nebraska voters stated, marriage 


is between one man and one 
woman,” said Tony Perkins, presi¬ 
dent of the Family Research 
Council. 

“The democratic voice of the 
people of Nebraska was muted 
today by a federal judge,” said 
Matt Daniels in Washington, D.C. 
He is president of the Alliance for 
Marriage, which is pushing for the 
Marriage Protection Amendment 
to the U.S. Constitution. He said 
it is coming down “to a race be¬ 
tween the [MPA] and the Ameri¬ 
can courts.” 

Local editorials, if not entirely 
embracing the decision, sought a 
workable political compromise. 

The Lincoln Journal Star called 
Batallion’s decision “a classic illus¬ 
tration of why federal judges are 
not elected ... because 70 percent 
of those who voted in the 2000 
election supported the amend¬ 
ment doesn’t make it automatical¬ 
ly constitutional. The law is not 
simply about majority rule.” 

“Politicians were quick to 
bloviate,” began an editorial by the 
Omaha World-Herald in urging 
everyone to “just take a deep 
breath and consider all of the op¬ 
tions.” 

The paper urged the Legisla¬ 
ture’s dominant Republicans to 
“spare the taxpayers the expense 

, of an appeal” and it outlined, a 
?; compromise that 
definition of marriage as it stands 
- on man and one woman” even 
while negotiating a domestic part¬ 
nership law.” 

That outcome might not be as 
remote as the 2000 vote suggests. 
The same day that the court deci¬ 
sion came down, the Legislature 
fell only one vote short of adding 
sexual orientation protection for 
all state employees to the state 
budget bill. But by a 25 to 11 vote 
it did add that protection for em¬ 
ployees at four state research in¬ 
stitutions. ▼ 


News briefs 

◄ page 4 

FTMs, MTFs, drag, crossdressers, 
bi, two-spirit, non-gender, queers, 
and those who transcend the bi¬ 
nary gender system, along with 


The Best of Both Worlds! 


YOU LOVE THE CITY! 

The rhythm. The pulse. Four 
options for coffee within three 
blocks. Something going on any 
night of the week. 


YOU LOVE THE COUNTRY! 

Walks in the woods. Nights in 
front of the fire. Long sunsets. 
Relax. Think. Unwind. 



their friends, family, and allies. 

The picnic is a temporary au¬ 
tonomous space, belonged to and 
created by those who come - there 
is no central organizing commit¬ 
tee. People are asked to bring 
food, drinks, and lollypops to 
share, and their creativity to make 
the afternoon a success. 

Memorial for slain 
New Jersey lesbian 

Local activists will come to¬ 
gether Sunday, May 22 to hold a 
memorial for Sakia Gunn, a 15- 
year-old black lesbian who was 
murdered in a hate crime two 
years ago in Newark, New Jersey. 
The memorial takes place at 2 
p.m. at Harvey Milk Plaza, Castro 
and Market streets, in San Fran¬ 
cisco. Speakers will include Calvin 
Gipson, Zwazzi Sowo, Cecilia 
Chung, Peter Wong, Fresh White, 
and others. 

Gunn was stabbed to death on 
a downtown street in May 2003 
while she and four other girls were 
waiting for a bus in downtown 
Newark. Richard McCullough, 30, 
was charged with the crime and 
pleaded guilty earlier this year to 
aggravated manslaughter, aggra¬ 
vated assault, and bias intimida¬ 
tion. McCullough was sentenced 
last month to 20 years in prison, 


according to the Associated Press. 

“This remembrance pays re¬ 
spect to a young lesbian whose life 
was unfairly abbreviated by ho¬ 
mophobic violence,” said Wong. 

Rainbow center benefit 

Contra Costa County’s Rain¬ 
bow Community Center will hold 
its “Honors IX” gala Sunday, May 
22, from 1 to 5:30 p.m. at the Con¬ 
tra Costa Country Club, 801 Golf 
Club Road, in Pleasant Hill. This 
year’s event will honor local chap¬ 
ters of Parents, Families, and 
Friends of Lesbians and Gays in 
Danville/San Ramon, Ross- 
moor/Walnut Creek, and Walnut 
Creek/Diablo Valley. The Corpo¬ 
rate Support Award will be given to 
Markstein Beverage of Pittsburg. 

The event starts with an auc¬ 
tion preview, no-host cocktails 
and hors d’oeuvres and a silent 
auction. Brunch will be served as 
2, and the program, entertain¬ 
ment, and a live auction will fol¬ 
low. Tickets are $75. For more in¬ 
formation, call (925) 692-0090. 

Asian street fair Sunday 

The first Asian Heritage Street 
Celebration takes place Sunday, 
May 22 from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. at 
Japantown in San Francisco (Post 
page 20 ► 
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„ HIV positive guv T*r!nVHWis 
Maybe because I^Twe 
don't want to see anyone else get it. 
ether we can have an impact. 

.. joined me in this campaign 


Qrgaf — Positive since 


Be part of this campaign! Join us online! 


Funding: San Francisco Department of Public Health Design: Better World Advertising [www.socialmarketing.i 
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SUPERSTAR 


www.CastroMovieStore.com 


THE ZEUS COLLECTION 


YOU’LL DO 
A DOUBLE TAKE 
IN OUR BODY SHOP! 


SUPERSTAR SATELLITE 

474 CASTRO STREET 

SUN-THURS 10AM-10PM • FRI-SAT10AM-11PM 

415 - 863-3333 


McPherson vows silence 
in amendment fight 


by Matthew S. Bajko 


A s the LGBT community 
prepares to fight a proposed 
state constitutional amend¬ 
ment banning gay marriage, ex¬ 
pected to be on the ballot in 2006, 
the voice of one of the few mod¬ 
erate Republicans in state politics 
will be silent. 

Newly installed Secretary of 
State Bruce McPherson is vowing 
to remain neutral when it comes 
to state initiatives and any amend¬ 
ments to the state’s constitution. 
Citing his office’s role in verifying 
signatures for such ballot mea¬ 
sures, McPherson said it would be 
inappropriate for him to weigh in 
on the issues. 

“I do not think I should take a 
position on initiatives,” said 
McPherson, the keynote speaker 
at the annual meeting of the state 
Log Cabin Republicans, who met 
in San Francisco last weekend. “It 
is not my place to say you should 
vote for this or that. That is not 
me, though I know some of you 
would like a more activist secre¬ 
tary of state.” 

As a state lawmaker from the 
Monterey area, McPherson intro¬ 
duced legislation to make the sec¬ 
retary of state’s office nonpartisan. 
While the bill never made it out of 
the Legislature, McPherson has 
vowed to stay out of most politi¬ 
cal fights while in office. 

Though he did give one caveat 
to his self-imposed ban: anything 
that impacts the state’s voting sys¬ 
tems or how his office operates. 
McPherson said he would weigh 
in on those matters. 

When asked specifically by a 
reporter if he would not take a po¬ 
sition on the constitutional 
amendment that is expected to be 
on next year’s ballot, McPherson 
replied, “I was against Proposition 
22 and I am going to leave it at 
that. If I did say something there 
would be people who would want 
me to take a position on health¬ 
care and immigration and that is 
not where I think I should be.” 



Sec. of State Bruce McPherson 


McPherson has a mixed track 
record on extending rights to gay 
couples. He did not back Proposi¬ 
tion 22, the measure voters passed 
in 2000 that defined marriage as 
between a man and a woman and 
stipulated the state did not have to 
recognize gay marriages per¬ 
formed in other states. But as a 
state senator, he voted against 
AB205, the domestic partnership 
bill that took effect in January and 
extends nearly all the same rights 
married couples receive to same- 
sex couples that register with the 
state. 

Log Cabin member Chris 
Bowman, a member of the local 
Republican County Central Com¬ 
mittee, said he was pleased to hear 
McPherson wanted to take a neu¬ 
tral stand. Bowman said it mirrors 
reforms he worked on to make the 
city attorney’s office neutral on 
local measures. 

“If you come out against 
something the voters approve, you 
are going to have a problem,” said 
Bowman. “You can’t have him 
show favoritism to one side or the 
other. He is taking the high road 
by remaining neutral.” 

Asked about McPherson’s 
comments, Equality California 
Executive Director Geoffrey Kors 
said it was a good step for 
McPherson to take and hopes he 


applies the same neutral stance to¬ 
ward candidates running for of¬ 
fice. 

“A strong argument could be 
made for why the person who 
oversees elections should not be 
taking positions on issues or can¬ 
didates that they are going to be 
overseeing the elections for,” said 
Kors. 

Due to McPherson’s past op¬ 
position to domestic partnerships, 
Kors said he was more concerned 
about his overseeing the state’s 
domestic partners registry, which 
is the responsibility of the secre¬ 
tary of state. 

“It is something we are watch¬ 
ing closely,” he said. 

Governor Arnold 

Schwarzenegger asked McPherson 
to take over the secretary of state’s 
office after former Secretary of 
State Kevin Shelley resigned amid 
accusations of mismanaged funds, 
harassment of employees, and 
questions about his campaign fi¬ 
nances. McPherson joked that the 
governor called him and said, 
“Two hundred people have re¬ 
fused this job, would you just take 
it?” 

McPherson, a fourth genera¬ 
tion Santa Cruz native, won unan¬ 
imous backing in the Legislature. 
On the job for six weeks, he said, 
“the office is a mess.” Though he 
added that Shelley “is a friend of 
mine. I am not getting personal.” 

The former editor of the Santa 
Cruz Sentinel, McPherson has 
long had ties to Log Cabin. In 
1996 the gay Republican group 
honored him for his service in the 
Assembly. 

“Log Cabin always found an 
open door to his office,” said Jeff 
Bissiri, the California chapter’s ex¬ 
ecutive director. “It was no sur¬ 
prise to us that Governor 
Schwarzenegger sought him out 
to bring trust and integrity back to 
a scandal-plagued office.” 

While one Log Cabin member 
told him he already had the group’s 
endorsement, McPherson said he 
will decide this summer if he will 
run for a full term in 2006. Y 
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Republican legislators will no 
longer be afraid to vote in favor of 
gay rights legislation. 

“I think their having a fulltime 
person in Sacramento is a definite 
asset,” said Geoff Kors, Equality 
California executive director. 
“Having Log Cabin up there will 
prove beneficial as we move for¬ 
ward and change the absolute bloc 
by Republicans in the Legislature 
on behalf of LGBT civil rights leg¬ 
islation.” 

Terry Hamilton, who was 
elected Log Cabin’s new state 
chairman Saturday, said Bissiri’s 
being a Republican will no doubt 
open doors previously closed to 
other gay lobbyists. 

“Jeff can speak to them in ways 
others in the LGBT community 
may not be able to do and get 
them to support our bills,” said 
Hamilton, former president of the 
Log Cabin Los Angeles chapter. 

Already, Bissiri’s presence is 
having an impact. Two Republi¬ 
can Assembly members he met 
with, Keith Richman of North- 
ridge and Lynn Daucher of Brea, 
voted for Yee’s bill, which Kors 
noted “was two more than we had 


in the past. It is definitely a step in 
the right direction.” 

After Bissiri met with senior 
members of Governor Arnold 
Schwarzenegger’s staff, the gover¬ 
nor last week issued his second 
letter in support of gay Pride. 
Soon, he hopes to meet 
Schwarzenegger. “Scheduling-wise 
it hasn’t happened but I hope to 
meet with the governor in the 
coming months,” said Bissiri. 

From architect to activist 

While Bissiri had served as Log 
Cabin’s state chair and L.A. chap¬ 
ter president, he was nonetheless 
a surprise pick to run its Sacra¬ 
mento office. The single 46-year- 
old with boyishly good looks is an 
architect by training. However, his 
mid-career change was an easy 
choice to make. 

“This is a unique point in time 
of our civil rights struggle. I saw it 
as an opportunity to be a part of 
it,” he said. And he added that his 
past roles with Log Cabin “re¬ 
quired media relations, lobbying 
and chapter building, and all the 
things I am being asked to do 
now.” 

Despite his move north, Bissiri 
decided to maintain the condo he 
owns in his hometown of Los An¬ 
geles. The state’s capital, he said, is 


“a lot different, in good ways and 
bad. You have the small town feel 
and my apartment is downtown 
so I can walk everywhere and 
drive rarely. But there are times 
when I miss the fast pace of L.A.” 

In the short time he has spent 
in Sacramento, Bissiri has seen 
firsthand how beneficial it is to 
have someone ready at a mo¬ 
ment’s notice, whether to meet 
with a legislator or race to a com¬ 
mittee hearing on proposed legis¬ 
lation. 

“It’s been very clear why our 
presence is needed. The ebb and 
flow dynamic of Sacramento re¬ 
quires a fulltime presence there,” 
he said. 

In the last two months Bissiri 
has been making the rounds, 
meeting with a handful of law¬ 
makers. Though he admitted, 
“word is just getting out” about 
his being in town. He has met 
with members of the LGBT Leg¬ 
islative Caucus, including Assem¬ 
blyman Mark Leno (D-San Fran¬ 
cisco), John Laird (D-Santa Cruz) 
and the staff of state Senator Car¬ 
ole Migden (D-San Francisco). In 
addition to Republicans Richman 
and Daucher, he has met with As¬ 
semblywoman Bonnie Garcia (R- 
Palm Springs) and the staff of As- 
next page ► 
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struggled financially for years, 
with losses reported as far back as 
fiscal year 2001. According to the 
most recent available 990 forms 
filed with the IRS, the organiza¬ 
tion saw a loss of about $10,000 
from July 2000-June 2001, and an 
additional loss of $73,433 from 
July 2001-June 2002. 

Additionally, FTFA had not 
been paying its payroll taxes, 
which reportedly came as a shock 
to both Bose and board President 
Bennie Ferma. Outstanding pay¬ 
roll tax debt totaled about 
$15,000. The organization could 
not get on its feet in time to renew 
its contract with the San Francisco 
Department of Public Health, 
which funded its main programs 
and most of its $150,000 budget. 

In last week’s interview with 
the B.A.R., Bose said that a com¬ 
plex set of circumstances - from 
mismanaged records to a hands- 
off board of directors and lack of 
oversight - led to the organiza¬ 
tion’s downfall. He also said that 
DPH as well as the HIV/AIDS 
community could have done 
more to help FTFA, and that 
specifically, the Asian and Pacific 
Islander Wellness Center had be¬ 
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semblywoman Shirley Horton (R- 
Chula Vista). 

“They are the most approach¬ 
able on most issues of importance 
to the LGBT community,” said 
Bissiri. 

Last week he met with state Re¬ 
publican Party Chair Duf Sund- 
heim, who appointed Bissiri, as 
well as Los Angeles Log Cabin 
chapter members David Rappel 
and Paul Fredrix, to the party’s ex¬ 
ecutive committee. 

“It is the first time three open¬ 
ly gay men are on the committee,” 
Bissiri noted. 

One office he didn’t bother to 
visit before the hearings on the 
gay marriage ban was Haynes’s, 
since Bissiri said, “on this issue I 
considered it a waste of time.” Nor 
does he expect to see any Republi¬ 
cans vote in favor of Leno’s gay 
marriage bill, despite Log Cabin’s 
backing of the measure. 

“Part of it is I am not certain a 
majority of Californians have 
been persuaded yet on marriage 
equality. Though they certainly 
are moving in our direction. It is 
inevitable that they will be,” he 
said. “Today, a majority of regis¬ 
tered California Republicans sup¬ 
port either domestic partnerships 
or marriage rights.” 

As Equality California spon¬ 
sors legislation introduced by law¬ 
makers, Bissiri said it is possible 
Log Cabin would introduce its 
own sponsored legislation next 
year. Certainly, he said the two 
groups could work jointly on leg¬ 
islative measures. “We are going to 
have our disagreements from time 
to time. But certainly there is 
plenty of common ground for us 
to work together,” said Bissiri. 

Just as Democratic leaning 
groups like EQCA and Marriage 
Equality California are expanding 
their presence in the Central Val¬ 
ley, Log Cabin also intends to 
make inroads into the state’s more 
conservative, Republican areas. Its 
Sacramento chapter is the first not 
on the coast, and Log Cabin chap¬ 
ters in Chico and Fresno should 
be formed by the end of the year. 
On the shoreline, a new chapter in 
Santa Barbara is already formed. 

“Wherever there are Republi¬ 
cans, there are going to be gay Re¬ 
publicans, “ said Bissiri. ▼ 


come a mistrusted “rival” that 
could not be depended upon for 
support. 

In response to that article, 
FTFA’s board issued a unified 
statement this week announcing 
its plans to physically leave its cur¬ 
rent location in the Mission Dis¬ 
trict but to remain incorporated 
as an organization and explore 
partnerships with other groups so 
that Filipino-specific HIV/AIDS 
services can be offered to commu¬ 
nity members in need. FTFA does 
not need to file for bankruptcy, ac¬ 
cording to the board. 

“FTFA has terminated the ser¬ 
vices of Efren Bose as executive di¬ 
rector of FTFA, and any state¬ 
ments from him representing 
FTFA will no longer be valid,” said 
the board’s statement, which was 
followed by a list of goals and 
plans for the organization. 

“FTFA will continue to exist as 
an organization. It will be run by 
volunteers, at a smaller office 
space. Details will be disclosed to 
the community in June,” the state¬ 
ment continued. “FTFA will be 
closing its main programs - the 
MSM and transgender programs 
- on June 30.” 

Board members went on to 
state that they were taking mea¬ 
sures to address FTFA’s debt and 
planned on hosting some 


fundraising activities. They also 
emphasized that they “continue to 
recognize the value of our part¬ 
nership with community allies 
such as the API Wellness Center.” 

As a result of the B.A.R. article 
about FTFA’s troubles, former 
FTFA board, staff, volunteers, and 
clients “have come forward to 
‘save FTFA,”’ according to the 
board statement. “We have had at 
least three informal offers from 
partner organizations to house 
FTFA as we go through this tran¬ 
sition period. We are exploring 
these possibilities.” 

Board member Michael Mag- 
naye told the B.A.R. that he was 
surprised by Bose’s comments to 
the press, particularly since the 
board had already met and decid¬ 
ed not to disband the organiza¬ 
tion. Bose’s airing of personal 
business, said Magnaye, was also 
unprofessional. 

“It was rather insubordinate of 
his board, disrespectful to the 
community and the clients that he 
was charged to serve, and incon¬ 
siderate of the staff in the organi¬ 
zation,” Magnaye told the B.A.R. 
“People were jolted, and jarred.” 

Ferma, who referred to Bose’s 
statements as “a verbal hemor¬ 
rhage,” agreed. 

“We had a board meeting the 
week before he talked for the arti¬ 


cle and thought we had agreed 
what to say and what our stance 
was,” said Ferma. “What he said 
was not the position that was 
agreed upon.” 

Bose, who spoke to the B.A.R. 
just minutes after he was termi¬ 
nated, said he was “shocked” by 
the board’s decision, but believes 
his statements may have helped to 
rally the community behind 
FTFA. 

“I figured I would end up 
being the scapegoat anyway, so 
hopefully now the board will 
jump into action. At least I got 
some response from them after 
God knows how long,” said Bose. 
“They’ve never taken an interest 
and at least finally they’ll be able 
to see the numbers and get to do it 
themselves. I wish them the best 
of luck, but it seems they have 
suddenly taken an interest, which 
may be way too little way too late.” 

Bose said that his concern is 
for the remaining staff as well as 
FTFA’s clients. 

Ferma said the organization is 
coordinating with several 
HIV/AIDS organizations to figure 
out how best to place the popula¬ 
tion served by FTFA. 

In a separate statement, Rene 
Astudillo, executive director of the 
Asian American Journalists Asso¬ 
ciation and former board member 


and executive director of FTFA, 
said that while some clients would 
be served well by API Wellness 
Center, others might need cultur¬ 
ally specific services through Fil¬ 
ipino-specific organizations. 

Astudillo said he was confident 
that some of FTFA’s services could 
survive. 

“There is a reason the organi¬ 
zation was named a ‘task force.’ It 
had a specific task it needed to ac¬ 
complish - that of providing cul¬ 
turally appropriate and ethnic- 
specific HIV/AIDS prevention 
and client care services. It was 
founded as a direct response to 
the high number of Filipinos with 
HIV/AIDS - the highest among 
all Asians & Pacific Islanders. I 
don’t think that the task has been 
fully accomplished,” said Astudil¬ 
lo. “I have had informal discus¬ 
sions with other Filipino commu¬ 
nity leaders and we are committed 
to help save FTFA or at least some 
of its vital services.” 

FTFA staff and board members 
are hosting a community forum 
on Monday May 23 at 6 p.m. at 
the FTFA office, 109 Bartlett 
Street, Suite 200, in San Francisco. 
(Bartlett is located between Mis¬ 
sion and Valencia and between 
23rd and 22nd streets.) Those in¬ 
terested in attending should RSVP 
by calling (415) 920-2630. T 


Join the crowds at Badlands 

Announcing Our Big Anniversary Party 
--A Party foe Big lor One Night! 
Saturday Hay 11 & Saturday Hay 18 
All Drinks Half Price 

including your favorite call brands) 

Domestic Bottied Beer $ 1.25 -all day every day thru June 15 
-Bud, Bud Light, Miller Lite, MGD, Rolling Rock 



Badlands has been the one of the most popular bars in San Francisco 
for five years. We have served over 500,000 “happy” customers in 5 years, over 
100,000 satisfied customers each year—people of all races, colors, ethnicities, 
genders and sexual orientations—people who 
enjoy our friendly DJs and hot, new music videos, people who like to dance; 
people who like to meet people...people who like to have a good time. 
Badlands is an exciting, fun bar with a friendly, efficient, ethnically diverse bar staff 
whose pleasure it is to make you happy. 

We invite you to join us in celebrating our 5th anniversary. 
Announcing: Our Big Anniversary Party—two big nights—Saturday, May 21 and 
Saturday, May 28, all drinks half price, including call brands. And domestic bottled 
beer is only $ 1.25 every day now through June 15. Thank you for your 
overwhelming support. We love to make you happy! 

SFBadlands 

4121 18 th Street nr Castro / Dancing Every Night / Everyone Welcome / Must be 21 w/ID 
“We Love to Make You Happy” 
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PALM SPRINGS? 

Still San Francisco’s most 
trusted desert realtor. 

Jay Margrey 

760-323-5000x123 

psjfm@aol.com 


Prudential 

California Realty 



Tired of HIV treatment options? 
Looking for something else? 


Investigational, placebo-controlled 
therapeutic vaccine study looking at 
improving immune system function 


You may qualify if you have: 

• Undetectable virus for 2 years with CD4 > 500 

• Stable anti-HIV medication regimen 

• Willing to stop anti-HIV medications on study 


For more info: 

415-514-0550x358 


UCSF-Positive Health Program 
Adult AIDS Clinical Trials Group 



CITY COLLEGE OF SAN FRANCISCO 

Summer Session 2005 Begins June 6. 

You can still enroll in the following Credit Classes: 


Accounting 1 .Financial Accounting 

Accounting 2 ...Managerial Accounting 

Anthropology 11.Latin American Cultures & Societies 

Art ...(Many sections still open) 

Asian American Studies 20 .Asian American Experience Since 1820 
Asian American Studies 42 Southeast Asian Community in the U.S. 

Astronomy 14 ..Exploring the Universe 

Early Childhood Development.(Many sections still open) 

English 1A & IB... .University Reading & Composition 

English 90.Basic Composition & Reading I 

English 92 .Basic Composition & Reading II 

English as a 2nd Language 69...Accent Improvement 

English as a 2nd Language 85 .. .Adv. Editing & Grammar Review 

English as a 2nd Language 142_High-inter. Listening/Speaking 

Film 20B.. .Contemporary Film Expression 

Film 21 .Introduction to Film Studies 

French 1A.Elementary French 

French 10A.Beginning Conversational French 

Geology 41 .Current Topics in Earth Science 

German 1A. .Elementary German 

Graphic Arts 25.Introduction to Graphic Arts Microcomputer 

Graphic Arts 99A.Digital Page Layout 

Humanities 12 .Music, Art & Literature: Modern Concepts 

interdisciplinary Studies 50.College Success 

Italian 1A .Elementary Italian 

Japanese 1 and 1A .Elementary Japanese 

Mathematics El ...Basic Mathematics (Individualized) 

Mathematics E3 .Basic Mathematics (Lecture/Group) 

Music.(Many sections still open) 

Philippine Studies 10A .Beginning Conversational Pilipino 

Philippine Studies 20.The Filipino Family 

Philippine Studies 30 . . .Philippine Society & Culture Through Film 

Photography 53.Photographic Design & Concepts 

Photography 55.Color Theory of Photography 

Psychology 1 .General Psychology 

Psychology 26 .Human Relations 

Real Estate 181.Principles of Real Estate 

Retail Floristry 85 .Introduction to Flower Arranging 

Retail Floristry 86 .Oriental Style Flower Arranging 

Russian 1A .Elementary Russian 

Spanish 1A&1B .Elementary Spanish 

Spanish 4.Introduction to Literature in Spanish 

Theatre Arts 101 .Beginning Acting 

Theatre Arts 102 .Character Development and Scene Study 


I For details see the City College of San Francisco I 

| web site at www.ccsf.edu | 

I Don t delay! Apply Now! Call (415) 239-3285 | 
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gantly-decorated rooms start at 
about $125. 

For those on a tight budget, the 
lesbian-owned bar. Cafe’ des Arts, 
has basement rooms for under 
$40 per night. It’s in a great loca¬ 
tion, just across from the city’s 
popular tourist attraction, the cas¬ 
tle Chateau d’Amboise. 

Paris 

Whatever stops visitors make 
in France, Paris is usually the 
jumping off point. With its popu¬ 
lation of 2.2 million, or nearly 12 
million if you count its suburbs, 
the City of Lights has the popula¬ 
tion to sustain countless gay and 
lesbian bars, restaurants, and dis¬ 
cos. Paris also has an openly gay 
mayor, Bertrand Delanoe. 

The gayest part of Paris is the 
Maire (pronounced mare-EYE) 
district. It borders Paris’ dividing 
line, the Seine River. By the way, 
Paris started as a small city on an 
island in the middle of the Seine. 
It gradually spread to both banks 
of the river and beyond. The 
Notre Dame Cathedral, the crown 
jewel in the original island of 
Paris, is directly across the river 
from the Maire. The gay neigh¬ 
borhood extends for several 
blocks from the Seine and is 
roughly bordered on one side by 
Sebastopol Boulevard and Rue 
Saint Paul on the other. The sub¬ 
way stations that stop in the Maire 
are Saint Paul and Hotel de Ville. 

Parisians generally eat late, 
about 9 or 10 p.m. Afterwards, 
they go to the bars which stay 
open until 2 a.m. Discos usually 
stay open until dawn and usually 
don’t get crowded until after 2 
a.m. Paris’ most popular gay disco, 
Queen, is not in the Maire. It’s on 
Paris’ most famous thoroughfare, 
the Champs-Elysees. It’s just down 
the street from the Arc de Tri¬ 
umph, Paris’ second most famous 
landmark after the Eiffel Tower. 

A couple of popular lesbian 
bars in the Maire are the Bliss Kfe 
and the 3W Kafe. With the excep¬ 
tion of the weekend gay discos, 
most bars in Paris are relatively 
small, about the size of the Twin 


Peaks bar or smaller. Some also 
double as sex clubs with back 
rooms that are as big as their front 
rooms. The city also has numer¬ 
ous gay saunas. 

Paris’ unofficial gay beach is sit¬ 
uated along the Seine River, about 
a 15-20 minute walk from the 
Maire, across from France’s nation¬ 
al museum, the Louvre. You’ll find 
gay couples and singles strolling 
along and sunbathing. The gayest 
part is near the boat dock for the 
Batobus tour company. 

Gay-welcoming accommoda¬ 
tions in Paris include the charm¬ 
ing Grand Hotel de Champagne. 
The historic stone building was 
constructed in 1562 and is cen¬ 
trally located within a 10-minute 
walk distance of the Maire, the 
Louvre, or the gay beach. Rates 
start about $135. 

Hotel Central Marias, as the 
name implies, is in the center of 
the Marias. Its seven rooms are 
over Le Central, the oldest gay bar 
in the Marias. Le Central bar first 
opened for business in 1980. Rates 
at the Hotel Central Marias start 
around $95. 

Popular upscale gay-friendly 
hotels include the Hotel Splendid 
Etoile, a short walk from the 
Queen disco and a block away 
from the Arc de Triomphe. The 
modern Ambassador Hotel is 
managed by an openly gay man, 
Loic Le Berre, and is centrally lo¬ 
cated near the Paris Opera House. 
Rooms at Hotel Splendid start at 
around $235. The Ambassador 
starts around $430, but like most 
high-end hotels in Paris, it is open 
to negotiation. 

Money 

France is on the euro currency 
system. Because of the relatively 
weak dollar, a euro will cost you 
about $1.20 U.S. According to 
French tourism officials, the lower 
dollar is causing Americans to 
spend about the same amount of 
money but they are opting to stay 
in less expensive hotels. The flip 
side of that is that higher end ho¬ 
tels are willing to negotiate their 
price to fill up rooms. Also, check 
out the travel sites such as Trave- 
locity.com, Expedia.com, 

Hotwire.com, and Priceline.com 
for hotel deals. Most hotels in 


France charge extra for breakfast, 
but you may be able to negotiate 
that breakfast be included. 

In most cases, the price you see 
is the price you get. France’s sales 
tax of 19.6 percent is included in 
the final price. Also, a service 
charge is included in the posted 
price at restaurants. Tips are not 
expected although it is customary 
to round out the bill with small 
change if you get good service. It’s 
customary to tip cab drivers about 
10 percent. 

You can eat a quick lunch in a 
low-end restaurant in Paris for as 
little as $10. To save money, look 
for a prix fixe menu. That consists 
of an entree and side dishes al¬ 
ready selected. If you want to 
commit the unpardonable sin, as 
this reporter did, you can eat plen¬ 
ty of American fast food in Paris. 
You can expect to pay as much as 
$3.60 for a Big Mac but a sand¬ 
wich at a Subway restaurant will 
run you only slightly more than it 
would in the U.S. 

The sights 

A circular sightseeing tour bus 
is a good way to see the major sites 
in Paris including the Louvre Mu¬ 
seum, Notre Dame Cathedral, 
Champs-Elysees, Arc de Triomphe, 
and the Eiffel Tower. The buses will 
allow you to get on and off where 
you want. A two-day pass costs less 
than $35. The two major bus com¬ 
panies are Les Cars Rouges 
(lescarsrouges.com) and L’Open- 
tour (paris-opentour.com). ▼ 


For more information 

France makes it easy because 
it includes the best gay links 
in its official tourism sites: 
www.FranceGuide.com/ click 
on gay friendly France sec¬ 
tion. You can also order a 
free newly updated gay 
France booklet through the 
site by clicking on the "Info 
and Brochures" tab. 

For information specific 
to the Loire Valley, including 
Tours, Orleans and Amboise: 
www.WesternFranceTourist- 
Board.com. Check out the 
gay travel section. 
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Street between Laguna and Fill¬ 
more). Sponsored by the Asian 
Week Foundation and local busi¬ 
nesses, the daylong event is being 
held in conjunction with Asian Pa¬ 
cific American Heritage Month. 
The event will feature food, arts 
and crafts, community booths, and 
live entertainment. Ted Fang, one 
of the organizers, said that more 
than 60 different APA community 
groups are expected to participate. 
Organizers hope to turn the cele¬ 
bration into an annual event that 
will foster unity among the Bay 
Area’s many Asian ethnic groups. 
Proceeds from the street fair will be 
donated to charity. 

For more information, visit 
www. asianfairsf. com. 

Job fair next week 

The LGBT Community Cen¬ 
ter’s economic development team 
is hosting its fifth job fair Wednes¬ 
day, May 25 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
at the center, 1800 Market Street 
in San Francisco. David Bach, who 
has helped organize the center’s 
job fairs, said that the event would 
include over 20 corporate em¬ 
ployers. Participants include 
American Express, Bank of Amer¬ 
ica, Citibank, Johnson 8c Johnson, 
California State Automobile Asso¬ 
ciation, Wells Fargo Bank, Target, 
Macy’s West, and the San Francis¬ 


co Police Department. 

Available positions include 
customer service, administrative, 
sales, technology, management, 
and marketing and advertising. 

There is no fee for job seekers; 
but resumes are required. 

For more information, call 
Bach at (415) 865-5534. 

'Legal Briefs II’ 

The AIDS Legal Referral Panel 
is back with its “Legal Briefs II” 
fundraiser, which takes place 
Thursday, May 26 at the LGBT 
Community Center, 1800 Market 
Street, in San Francisco. ALRP 
staff confirmed Monday that 
Sharon McNight will be the fea¬ 
tured entertainer. 

Dubbed “an underwear fash¬ 
ion show and extravaganza,” Legal 
Briefs II will feature 25 model 
“teams” who will strut their stuff. 
Back this year will be marriage 
equality activist Molly McKay and 
her spouse, Davina Kotulski. Also 
on tap is Sister Bella the Ball, The 
4 Gattos, Joe Caruso of the Office 
of Emergency Services, Mr. San 
Francisco Leather 2004 Julian 
Marshburn, and the men of Ti- 
tanMen. San Francisco’s favorite 
community maven, Donna Sa¬ 
chet, will serve as mistress of cer¬ 
emonies. 

Last year’s inaugural show at¬ 
tracted 150 attendees and raised 
more than $14,000 for ALRP, 
which saw its federal funding se¬ 
verely cut last year. ALRP provides 


legal services for people living 
with HIV/AIDS. 

The show runs from 5:30 to 
8:30 p.m. The suggested mini¬ 
mum donation is $25 in advance 
or $30 at the door. For more in¬ 
formation, visit www.alrp.org or 
call (415) 701-1200. 

Call for TG nominations 

San Francisco Transgender 
Empowerment, Advocacy, and 
Mentorship is calling for nomina¬ 
tions for its second TG Pride 
Awards, to be held at the LGBT 
Community Center June 20. 

SFTEAM organizers plan to 
present three awards, and nomi¬ 
nations in all categories are now 
being accepted. The categories are: 
trans individuals who have pro¬ 
vided leadership and demonstrat¬ 
ed excellence in areas such as rais¬ 
ing awareness, educating others, 
advocacy work, or promoting 
equality; a trans ally (non-trans 
identified) who has met the same 
criteria; and one organization that 
has demonstrated excellence in 
the provision of direct services to 
the community, exhibited sensi¬ 
tivity and awareness of TG issues; 
has TG staff; and TG-specific pro¬ 
grams. 

For more information and to 
submit nominations, e-mail nom- 
inate@sfteam.org. Nominations 
may also be mailed to JoAnne 
Keatley, 1145 Bush Street, 2nd 
floor, San Francisco, CA 94109. 
The deadline is June 4. T 
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Gay pioneer Stephen 
Kellogg dies at 87 


by Cynthia Laird 


ongtime gay activist 
Stephen Kellogg died April 
23 in San Francisco. He was 
87. No cause of death was re¬ 
leased. 

Mr. Kellogg was born to 
George and Elsie Kellogg in El 
Paso, Texas on April 20,1918. 

A fearless Bay Area gay rights 
pioneer, Mr. Kellogg was president 
of the Mattachine Society in the 
early 1960s, opening his San Fran¬ 
cisco home to fundraising events 
(one of which was raided by the 
police) and helping to organize 
discussion groups, counseling ser¬ 
vices, progressive multi-denomi¬ 
national religious support groups, 
and legal services to gays and les¬ 
bians in the adolescent days of the 
gay rights movement. 

Throughout the 1960s, Mr. 
Kellogg helped coordinate civil 
rights efforts with lesbian activists 
Phyllis Lyon and Del Martin of the 
Daughters of Bilitis (and one of 
the sole surviving Sons of Bilitis, 
or as he put it with characteristic 
humor, “I’m one of the last S-O- 
B’s.”). In 1967, Mr. Kellogg was in¬ 
strumental in establishing the So¬ 
ciety for Individual Rights, which 
took the movement to a new level 
of social and political activism. 

In the late 1970s, as HIV began 
to spread throughout the gay 
community, Mr. Kellogg worked 



Gay pioneer Stephen Kellogg 


with the Theosophical Society to 
establish healing and meditation 
groups to serve those affected by 
the disease. 

In 1996, Malcolm McCay, Mr. 
Kellogg’s partner of 35 years, suf¬ 
fered a series of devastating 
strokes. Mr. Kellogg devoted him¬ 
self to McCay’s care, eventually 
becoming a fulltime volunteer at 
the Laguna Honda hospice ward 
where McCay lived until his death 
in 2003. The volunteers and staff 
of Laguna Honda honored Mr. 
Kellogg many times over the years, 
not just for his steadfast devotion 
to McCay, but for his advice, 
counsel, and his commitment to 
the hospice. 


Daddy Davolt 

◄ page 1 

tunity to write his own obituary. 

“San Francisco writer, publish¬ 
er and humorist Robert Wayne 
Davolt died ... after a brief battle 
with cancer in which, obviously, 
the cancer came out slightly 
ahead,” he wrote. 

“Born in Renton, Washington, 
on June 27, 1958, Davolt began 
early, publishing a neighborhood 
association newsletter at 15,” he 
continued. “While still in high 
school, he broke a major labor 
story in his school newspaper, 
winning grudging praise from the 
major daily papers that he had 
scooped. At 17, he joined the U.S. 
Navy, stationed on small ships pa¬ 
trolling the South Pacific and, In¬ 
dian Oceans. Davolt continued 
writing in the service and the trav¬ 
el articles he sold about his vari¬ 
ous ports of call began a nearly 
30-year freelance career.” 


Upon completion of his naval 
service, Mr. Davolt returned to the 
Seattle area, where he earned two 
degrees at Highline Community 
College, won several press awards, 
and briefly taught journalism. In 
1983, he moved to Columbia, 
Missouri, where he completed a 
bachelor’s degree in political sci¬ 
ence at the University of Missouri. 
After graduating he relocated to 
Madison, Wisconsin, where he 
worked in advertising for Cater¬ 
pillar. 

Mr. Davolt’s active involve¬ 
ment in the leather community 
began in the late 1970s. He was 
named Mr. Wisconsin 
Levi/Leather Daddy in 1994 and 
was an International Mr. Leather 
contestant in 1995. The following 
year, he moved to San Francisco to 
manage “the infamous Drummer- 
magazine,” a major gay men’s 
leather/SM publication that began 
in 1975. 

Mr. Davolt was editor and pub- 
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Our Philosophy is simple. 

• To accommodate your wishes „ your budget , and your 
attitudes about death, dying and parting rituals. 

• To provide an environment where you make chokes 
based on your own personal values, 

• To do things your way, not someone rise's way. 
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Neptune Society 

OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 
1 Loraine Coun • San Francisco • 94118 * FD-1306 

I 24 Hours (415) 771-0717 I 

Personal and dignified cremation services. Cali for our our free brochure. 
Or look us up at www neptune-society.com 


□ Please send me a free Neptune brochure. 
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John Harvey 


On April 7th 
John Harvey left us. 
He leaves behind a 
family of Sonny 
Werhan, Gene 
Tebbe, and Gretel 
Von Hundt, all of 
San Francisco. John 
was a frequent visi¬ 
tor to the Senior 
Citizens Center on 
Diamond Street and helped with the de¬ 
livery of meals through Project Open 
Hand. He was a friend and former lover 
of Harvey Milk when they both lived in 
Los Angeles. No memorial service is 
planned at this time. Cremation and the 
scattering of his ashes have taken place 
at sea. He will be missed by all those 
who loved him. 



OBITUARY POLICY 

Obituaries must be typed and no 
longer than 200 words. Please 
follow rules of capitalization - 
and no poetry. We reserve the 
right to edit If you're submitting 
a photo of the deceased, write 
their name on the back. If you in¬ 
clude a SASE for the photo's re¬ 
turn, write the person's name on 
the inside of the envelope flap. All 
obituaries must include a contact 
name and phone number. Dead¬ 
line for obituaries is Monday at 5 
p.m., with the exception of special 
display ad obituaries, which must 
be submitted by Friday at 3 p.m. 




Mr. Kellogg continued to vol¬ 
unteer at Laguna Honda until last 
year, when his health began to de¬ 
teriorate. He also remained active 
in the gay community, opening his 
modest apartment to weekly book 
study meetings of a gay Buddhist 
congregation. 

A citizen of the world (he was 
particularly fond of remembering 
his years in Saudi Arabia in the 
1950s), Mr. Kellogg was a theolo¬ 
gian, scholar, and prolific poet. He 
was a student and friend of dance 
legend Martha Graham, one of 
actor Montgomery Clift’s lovers, 
and a trusted confidant of numer¬ 
ous kings, queens, and court 
jesters. He was also a source of 
profound wisdom, inexhaustible 
compassion, and sparkling wit, 
friends said. His sister Pat, his 
family, and friends will hold him 
securely in their hearts forever. 

Donations in Mr. Kellogg’s 
name may be made to Laguna 
Honda Hospital Hospice C2, 375 
Laguna Honda Boulevard, San 
Francisco, CA 94116. ▼ 
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REAffEPORTER 

Be assured of getting a copy of the Bay Area Reporter 
every week by having it delivered right to your mailbox! 


PAYMENT 

□ Check or Money Order 
.□ Visa 

□ MasterCard 


POSTAGE FEES 

□ 3 months, 13 issues: $ 35.00 

□ 6 months, 26 issues: $ 65.00 

□ One year, 52 issues: $ 125.00 

Non-refundable postage fees. Domestic rates 
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CREDIT CARD INFO: 


MAIL TO: Bay Area Reporter, 395 Ninth St., San Francisco, CA 94103 
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Yours forever 


You’ve always loved San Francisco and you’ve been lucky enough 
to call the City home. But unless you plan ahead, San Francisco will 
not be your final address. Fortunatelyy there’s still one destination 
available if you wish to remain in the City forever the beautiful, 
historic Neptune Society Columbarium. Find out more about San 
Francisco’s last legal burial site, and how easy it is to 
create a preneed plan to guarantee you’ll always have a place in the 
heart of the City. Call 415-752-7892 to speak with a representative 
of The Neptune Society Columbarium, 
the Bay Area’s premier provider of ^ , .ff ^ 

cremation services. 

The Neptune Society 
Columbarium — it’s given San 
Franciscans a chance to stay *» 
close to home for over 
100 years. 


San Francisco _ 

ColumbariuM 

Neptune Society 

1 Loraine Court 
San Francisco, CA 94118 
(415) 752-7892 
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Introductory Offer! Buy one get one free. 

Bring in this coupon or mention code words “Hail Mary!” to receive two brunches for the price of one. 

Doors open from 10m - 3™. Good for two weeks only. Expires May 29,2005. 

LIME Restaurant and Lounge 2247 Market Street SF, CA 94117 PH: 415-621-5256 * Rnd us at wwwJime-sf.com. 


Silver service 


irdable Bankruptcy 

Richard LaCava, Attorney at Law 

I Free Consultations 
| Chapter 7 & 13 Bankruptcy 
| Evening & Weekend Appointments Available 
| Convenient Mission/Castro Office 

Call 415. 282. 8960 


A NEW way to fight HIV ... 

UCSF is conducting a study of an antiviral 
drug for people with drug-resistant HIV 

• To qualify, you must have been on 3 
classes of HIV medications previously. 

• Currently have a viral load over 5,000. 

• Have been on the same meds, or off all 
meds, for 4 weeks. 

Call Laurie Agrillo: 
415/476-9296 ext. 373 


^ Lime SUNDAYS 


Dr. Christopher Amore 

CHIROPRACTOR 


Kenneth Najour, GLTF's co-founder, pokes fun at his serve in this 
personal photo 


CERTIFIED CHIROPRACTIC SPORTS PRACTITIONER 


• Open until 7 p.m. • Open Saturday • 


to me,” he said. “I was amazed. I 
saw all these other gay men, hav¬ 
ing a good time, and being out, 
camping and carrying on.” 

After playing in the beginners’ 
category, in his first tournament, 
Najour said he became nick¬ 
named “Lobarina,” because he was 
then afraid to do anything but lob. 
“But then I got into the swing of 
the thing, and enjoyed it very 
much.” Najour, like Balmain, 
Bobby Docena, and many other 
gay tennis movement founders, 
also helped organize the first Gay 
Games tennis events held in 1982. 

Always a doubles player, Na¬ 
jour, now 82, gave up tennis about 
seven years ago, but will be attend¬ 
ing next weekend’s celebrations 
and watching some matches. 

Najour recalls winning a few 
tournaments through the 1980s, 
and bringing his trophies to his 
mother in his native San Jose. Al¬ 
though she was proud, as was Na¬ 
jour, he didn’t specifically tell his 
mother that his victories were 
won at gay tournaments, but 
added, “She sure knew what was 
going on.” 

Given a Cable Car Award for 
Outstanding Male Tennis Athlete 
in 1989, Najour recalled meeting 
new members every year. 

As for the name change from 
GTF to GLTF, Najour said, “At that 
time we considered “gay” to be in¬ 
clusive. We then slipped in the ‘L’ 
in 1994.” 

Along with the festivity there 
were some controversies. Najour 
mentioned transvestite (not trans¬ 
sexual) players who wanted to play 
in the women’s category, “but the 
lesbians wouldn’t allow them to play 
as women, because it wasn’t fair.” 

Even some problems occurred 
on local courts over the years, Na¬ 
jour recalled. When some straight 
players refused to leave courts 
after their time was up, a large 
group of gay players had to assert 
themselves. 

And when an early tennis ban¬ 
quet was held for the first time at 
Marines Memorial Hall, Najour 
recalled the staff trying to deny 
the players the right to rent the 
hall, “but they didn’t back down.” 

The night of the event, Najour 
said, the lobby board made no use 
of the word “gay.” “It just read ‘San 
Francisco Tennis Group.’” 

next page ► 


• Neck and Back Pain • 

• Auto Injuries • Whiplash • 

• Sports Injuries • Work Injuries • 

Massage therapy available 

4411 Geary Blvd., Suite 100, S.F. 
751-BACK 751-2225 


Btummltoni W:30AM to 3PM 


Gotyvd. Vtwty, and 
Rhythm and Btim i. 


Come join us for our new Lime brunch 
which includes entree, biscuits, 
coffee or tea, and exciting entertainment. 


REFRESHING COCKTAtLS 
PELfCLOUS PLSNES 
LIVELY SNOWS 


by Jim Provenzano 

T he Gay and Lesbian Tennis 
Federation is celebrating its 
25th anniversary in several 
ways this month. 

At the 25th annual United 
States Gay Open, hundreds of ten¬ 
nis players from North America, 
Great Britain, and Australia will 
fill courts at Golden Gate Park, 
San Francisco State University, 
and the San Francisco Tennis Club 
during Memorial Day weekend, 
May 27-30. 

A special evening reception at 
the GLBT Historical Society May 
19 will showcase not only the 
“Sporting Life” exhibit, but visit¬ 
ing tennis players will be given 
tours of the archives. In addition, 
GLTF President Steven Brown is 
supervising and creating a series 
of specially made panels high¬ 
lighting the past 24 years of the 
GLBT tennis tournaments. 

In addition, parties and a 
grand banquet at the Westin St. 
Francisco hotel ballroom will top 
the weekend’s gathering of court¬ 
ly players. 

With so much history, it is im¬ 
possible to tell all these stories in 
an exhibit or column, but Ken¬ 
neth Najour is one of the many 
fascinating people who are part of 
our sports history. 

A local founding member of 
the then-named Gay Tennis 
Federation, Najour has 
been a part of organizing 
local tournaments for 
over 20 years. 

Les Balmain, who, Na¬ 
jour said, is now in Texas in 
a convalescent home, started 
organized tennis 
matches with a dozen 
others in the late 
1970s at the 15th 
Street tennis courts. 

Balmain also played a 
pivotal role in the popular Great 
Tricycle Race benefits, and was a 
cofounder of the short-lived Gay 
Sports magazine, published in 
1982-83 to promote the first Gay 
Games and the groups that grew 


from it. 

“It took a long time for it to 
progress into a national event; it 
took years,” said Najour, who re¬ 
members tennis’ 
early days with 
fondness. 

“I heard about it played at 
15th Street, just pickup 
games,” said Najour. “You 
went to the courts, and just 
leveled off with some¬ 
body of your own 
skill.” 

Najour started 
playing tennis in his 
20s in San Jose, but 
gave it up for several years. After 
moving to San Francisco, when he 
heard about out gay men playing 
tennis together, he said he was 
thrilled. 

“It definitely meant something 
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Daddy Davolt 

◄ page 21 

lisher of Drummer magazine, ex¬ 
ecutive producer of the annual In¬ 
ternational Drummer contests, 
and chairman and CEO of the 
magazine’s publishing company, 
Desmodus Inc. He invited the first 
transgender leatherman to sit on 
a judging panel for an interna¬ 
tional men’s leather contest. Mr. 
Davolt held these positions until 
1999, when the Drummer name 
was sold to a new owner in Eu¬ 
rope; the magazine folded soon 
thereafter, and the Mr. Drummer 
and Drummerboy titles were later 
replaced by International Leather- 
Sir and Leatherboy. 

Mr. Davolt then returned to 
freelance writing, editing, and de¬ 
sign. His work appeared in a wide 
variety of publications including 
the Bay Area Reporter, OutNow, 
the San Francisco Examiner, San 
Francisco Frontiers, and Spectrum 
(under the pen name J.P. Rath- 
burne, in honor of his first fleet 
assignment aboard the U.S.S. 
Rathburne). He also wrote for 
Blueboy, Bound & Gagged, and the 
Leather Journal, and for the past 
four years he authored a regular 
online column for 

LeatherPage.com. Mr. Davolt’s 
first book, Painfully Obvious: An 
Irreverent and Unauthorized Man¬ 
ual for Leather/SM (2004), was 
nominated for the American Li¬ 
brary Association’s Stonewall 
Book Award. 


Sport Complex 

M previous page 

Since those early days thou¬ 
sands of tennis players have bene¬ 
fited from the organization, skill, 
and spirit the GLTF lent to the 
first two Gay Games, and other 
tournaments around the world. 
For someone like Kenneth Najour, 
it’s a good time to reflect on 
decades of accomplishments. 

“We now have 420 members, 
and just think, it started with 12 
people.” 

For more info, visit 
www.gltf.org/usgo.html 

Talking ‘Jock’ 

The GLBT Historical Society 
and Museum proudly announces 
“Jock Talk,” a series of scholars, 
athletes, activists, and community 
leaders discussing past and pre¬ 
sent GLBT sports and their rela¬ 
tionship to social movements, cul¬ 
ture, politics, and community 
building. Jock Talk accompanies 
the new Main Gallery exhibit, 
“Sporting Life: GLBT Athletics 
^nd Cultural Change .from the 
1960s to Today.” 

University of California, Davis 
historian Julia Kehew presents “The 
Name of the Games: The Women’s 
Olympics and the Gay Olympic 
Games,” discussing controversies in 
the 1920s and the 1980s over the 
word “Olympic.” Saturday, May 21, 
from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. 

The event is free and open to 
the public. The historical society is 
located at 657 Mission Street, Suite 
300. For more info call (415) 777- 
5455 or visit www.glbthistory.org. 

It’s which Kraft 

And now a word from the 
American Family Association: 
“Kraft Foods, makers of popular 
products like Macaroni and 
Cheese, Kraft Singles, Oreo cook¬ 
ies, Maxwell House coffee, and Ritz 
crackers, is a sponsor of the 2006 
Gay Olympic Games in Chicago. 

“The Gay Games are supported 
and endorsed by dozens of homo¬ 
sexual activist groups and organi¬ 
zations, including homosexual 
magazines and television outlets.” 


“I hope I make people think 
and give them a chuckle at the 
same time so the process is not too 
painful,” he once told an inter¬ 
viewer about his goal as a writer. 

Mr. Davolt had an impressive 
resume of positions in the leather 
community, including San Fran¬ 
cisco Leather Daddy XIX, coordi¬ 
nator of the leather contingent in 
the San Francisco Pride Parade, 
and member of the board of di¬ 
rectors of the Leather Archives 
and Museum in Chicago. He trav¬ 
eled widely as a teacher, lecturer, 
radio commentator, fundraiser, 
and leather contest judge. 

“I love the leather community 
and if I have taught anything - if I 
leave you with anything - DO 
NOT accept second rate for your¬ 
selves. Always question; always 
challenge; always ask “why.” Do 
what you want, but do your very 
best and do it to the very best 
standards you can establish,” he 
advised in his final 
LeatherPage.com column. 

Mr. Davolt is survived by his lov¬ 
ing partner of seven years, Joe 
Granese of San Francisco; his parents 
Mildred and Jesse Davolt of Seattle; 
and two brothers and a sister. 

Mr. Davolt concluded his obit¬ 
uary: “A private scattering will re¬ 
turn the sailor to the sea on a date 
this summer to be announced, and 
after, a celebration of his life and 
sense of absurdity will be held at 
Daddy’s bar at 440 Castro Street. 
In lieu of flowers, please remem¬ 
ber the Leather Archives and Mu¬ 
seum and tip your bartenders.” T 


Well, thanks to the zany Rev¬ 
erend Donald Wildmon, cheese- 
coated Oreos never sounded so 
good. But you better watch it with 
that “O” word. You never know 
who might sue. 

The big stink? The closeted 
hoohahs at the fundie group just 
now discovered that a major food- 
type product corporation is daring 
to sponsor a local athletic event. 

“Kraft is ignoring e-mails,” 
Wildmon fumed in his missive to 
his rabid legions (gee, we wonder 
why). “Please make a personal 
phone call to Kraft and tell them 
to pull their financial support 
from the 2006 Gay Games.” 

Team San Francisco, Gay 
Games VII organizers, and GLBT 
activists are in return calling for 
counter calls, e-mails, and letters 
to support Kraft. 

“The executive committee of 
the Federation of Gay Games 
unanimously applauds Kraft 
Foods (as well as the other 70 or so 
sponsors of the Gay Games) and 
the hearty endorsement of the city 
of Chicago for their unstinting 
support of the return of the Gay 
Games to the United States in 
2006,” said Roger Brigham, FGG 
communications director. 

Of course, a complicating fac¬ 
tor is that Kraft is owned by Altria, 
which is actually Philip Morris, 
the company that makes Marl¬ 
boro and other cigarettes that 
have been proven to cause cancer. 

Philip Morris, besides market¬ 
ing in a variety of ways to gays, 
teenagers and African Americans 
in order to ensure a future market, 
is targeting women and children 
in Asia and other places around 
the world. Philip Morris has an 
active philanthropic program in 
which they try to counter negative 
attitudes about tobacco, like, uh, 
that little cancer thing. 

To voice your opinion, as con¬ 
flicted as it may be, call 1-800- 
323-0768, or write Kraft Foods, 
CEO Roger K. Deromedi, 3 Lakes 
Drive, Northfield, IL 60093. T 


For more info about the seventh 
Gay Games, visit 
www.GayGamesChicago.org. 


LEGAL NOTICES 


CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO 

SAN FRANCISCO DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH 
Some candies may contain toxic levels of lead. 

Do your children eat candies? 
like lollipops, chili powders 
or tamarind pulp? Some of these candies may have lead, a poison that can harm a child’s abili¬ 
ty to learn and their teeth. 

Protect your child’s health and school success. 

Learn which candies may be dangerous and don’t buy them. 

Call the Childhood Lead Prevention Program: 

(415) 554-8930 to obtain a free poster of 
“Toxic Treats” 

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS FOR AS-NEEDED ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 
SERVICES 

Solicitation 05-620-RFQ-017 

The San Francisco Housing Authority is soliciting Statements of Qualifications from professional 
firms to provide as-needed Electrical Engineering Services for a two-year period with a total 
contract amount not-to-exceed $200,000. 

Responses are due by 2:00 P.M. on Tuesday, June 14,2005. The RFQ document is available at 
the Authority’s office at 1815 Egbert Ave., San Francisco. Contact Carolina Penate, 415-715- 
3171, e-mail penatec@sfha.org, or download at 

http://www.ci.sf.ca.us/sfha/prcrmnt/current.htm. 

VACANCY NOTICE 

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 54974, California Government Code, notice is hereby 
given of the following unscheduled vacancies. Interested persons may obtain an application 
from the Board of Supervisors web site at www.sfgov.org/site/uploadedfiles/bdsupvrs/Vacan- 
cy_Notices/vacancy_app.pdf or from the Clerk of the Rules Committee, 1 Dr. Carlton B. 
Goodlett Place, Room 244, San Francisco, CA 94102-4689. Completed applications should 
be submitted to the Clerk of the Board. All applicants must be residents of San Francisco, un¬ 
less otherwise stated. Additional information may be obtained by accessing the City’s web site: 
www.sfgov.org/bdsupvrs 

Please Note: Depending upon the posting date, some vacancies may have already been filled. 
To determine if vacancies for this Board/Committee/Commission or Task Force are still avail¬ 
able please call the Rules Committee Clerk at 554-5184. 

ASTHMA TASK FORCE 

Seat 1, must be a representative of a community-based organization that provides advocacy re¬ 
lated to asthma issues in San Francisco and is a voting member. 

Seat 12, must be a representative of MediCal Managed Care Insurers and is a voting member, 
for the unexpired portion of a two-year term ending June 30, 2005. 

Seat 13, resigned, must be a representative of lung health/asthma-specific organizations, for the 
unexpired portion of a two-year term ending June 30, 2005. 

Seat 14, resigned, must be a representative of lung health/asthma-specific organizations and is 
a voting member, for the unexpired portion of a two-year term ending June 30, 2005. 

Seat 21, must bean individual who represents-property interests (non-voting member), for the 
unexpired portion of a two-year term ending June 30, 2005. 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

Please complete a meeting irtformadon/public noticing survey online at 
http://www.sfgov.org/site/bdsupvrs or call (415) 554-5184 for a survey form. 


PUBLIC NOTICE 
REQUEST EOR PROPOSAL 

San Francisco Community College District is ac¬ 
cepting proposals for a food and coffee bar on the 
third floor of the temporary Mission Campus, lo¬ 
cated at 375 Alabama Street, San Francisco. An 
open house to view the space will be held on 
Wednesday, June 1, 2005 from 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 
p.m.. Bids are due no later than Monday, June 27, 
2005. 

To sign up for the open house and to receive a pro¬ 
posal packet, please contact the Chief Administra¬ 
tive Services Office, Stephen J. Herman at (415) 
241-2327 or his secretary Ms. Yolanda Panem at 
(415) 487-2417. 



STATEMENT FILE A-0284845-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Lucid Gallery, 580 Sutter St. San Fran¬ 
cisco, Ca. 94102. This business is con¬ 
ducted by a corporation, signed Clint Wor¬ 
den. The registrant(s) commenced to trans¬ 
act business under the above listed fictitious 
business name or names on N/A. The state¬ 
ment was filed with the City and County of 
San Francisco, Ca. on 4/25/05. 

APRIL 28, MAY 5, 12, 19 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0284788-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Weird Fish, 2193 Mission St. San 
Francisco, Ca. 94110. This business is 
conducted by a corporation, signed Peter 
Hood. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed fic¬ 
titious business name or names on N/A. The 
statement was filed with the City and Coun¬ 
ty of San Francisco, Ca. on 4/22/05. 

APRIL 28, MAY 5, 12, 19 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0284711-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Sterling Ventures, 1388 Haight St. #95 
San Francisco, Ca. 94117. This business is 
conducted by an individual, signed Sterling 
B. Scott II. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed fic¬ 
titious business name or names on N/A. The 
statement was filed with the City and County 
of San Francisco, Ca. on 4/20/05. 

APRIL 28, MAY 5, 12, 19 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-02848766-00 

The following person(s) are doing business as: 
Belgano Chocolatier & Gelateria, 3901 24th 
St. San Francisco, Ca. 94114. This business 
is conducted by a corporation, signed Ran¬ 
dall Jensen. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed ficti¬ 
tious business name or names on N/A. The 
statement was filed with the City and County 
of San Francisco, Ca. on 4/21/05. 

APRIL 28, MAY 5, 12, 19 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0284528-00 

The following person(s) are doing business as: 
John Griffin Photography, 1072 Folsom St. 
#400 San Francisco, Ca. 94103. This busi¬ 
ness is conducted by an individual, signed 
John Griffin. The registrant(s) commenced.to 
transact business under the above listed ficti¬ 
tious business name or names on 4/13/05. 

The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 4/13/05. 
APRIL 28, MAY 5, 12, 19 2005 


IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN FRAN¬ 
CISCO FILE # CNC 05541994 

In the matter of the application of Dennis 
Robert Badagliacco for change of name. 

The application of Dennis Robert Badagli¬ 
acco for change of name having been filed 
in Court, and it appearing from said appli¬ 
cation that Dennis Robert Badagliacco has 
filed an application proposing that his/her 
name be changed to Dennis Robert Jeffer¬ 
son. Now therefore, it is hereby ordered, , 
that all persons interested in said matter do 
appear before this Court in Room 218 on 
the 21st day of June, 2005 at 9:00 am of 
said day to show cause why the application 
for change of name should not be granted. 
APRIL 28 MAY 5, 12, 19 2005 


IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN FRAN¬ 
CISCO FILE # CNC 05541981 

In the matter of the application of Melissa 
Marie Maggiolo-Smida for change of name. 
The application of Melissa Marie Maggiolo- 
Smida for change of name having been filed 
in Court, and it appearing from said appli¬ 
cation that Melissa Marie Maggiolo-Smida 
has filed an application proposing that 
his/her name be changed to Alessandra Mel 
Vitale. Now therefore, it is hereby ordered, 
that all persons interested in said matter do 
appear before this Court in Room 218 on 
the 28th day of June, 2005 at 9:00 am of 
said day to show cause why the application 
for change of name should not be granted. 
APRIL 28 MAY 5, 12, 19 2005 


IN THE SUPERIOR COURT 0FTHE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN FRAN¬ 
CISCO FILE # CNC 05541995 

In the matter of the application of Jonathan 
Timothy Bobst-McKay for change of name. 
The application of Jonathan Timothy Bobst- 
McKay for change of name having been filed 
in Court, and it appearing from said applica¬ 
tion that Jonathan Timothy Bobst-McKay has 
filed an application proposing that his/her 
name be changed to Jonathan Timothy Bobst. 
Now therefore, it is hereby ordered, that all 
persons interested in said matter do appear 
before this Court in Room 218 on the 21st 
day of June, 2005 at 9:00 am of said day to 
show cause why the application for change of 
name should not be granted. 

APRIL 28 MAY 5, 12, 19 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0284941-00 

The following person(s) are doing business as: 
B + L Interiors, LLC, 478 10th Ave. San 
Francisco, Ca. 94118. This business is con¬ 
ducted by a limited liability company, signed 
Cray Bauxmont Flynn. The registrant(s) com¬ 
menced to transact business under the above 
listed fictitious business name or names on 
N/A. The statement was filed with the City 
and County of San Francisco, Ca. on 4/28/05. 
MAY 5, 12, 19, 26 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0285008-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Fruitful Grounds, 1813 Fulton St. San 
Francisco, Ca. 94117. This business is 
conducted by co-partners, signed Jorge 
Cortes. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed 
fictitious business name or names on May 
10,1995. The statement was filed with the 
City and County of San Francisco, Ca. on 
5/02/05. 

MAY 5, 12, 19, 26 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0284956-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Tableworks, 2588 Mission St. San 
Francisco, Ca. 94110. This business is 
conducted by an individual, signed Jamie 
Owens. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed fic¬ 
titious business name or names on 
11/29/05. The statement was filed with the 
City and County of San Francisco, Ca. on 
4/29/05. 

MAY 5, 12, 19, 26 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0284918-00 

The following person(s) are doing business as: 
CAL-AM Construction Company, 2427 37th 
Ave. San Francisco, Ca. 94116. This busi¬ 
ness is conducted by a general partnership, 
signed David Chang. The registrant(s) com¬ 
menced to transact business under the above 
listed fictitious business name or names on 
N/A. The statement was filed with the City 
and County of San Francisco, Ca. on 
4/27/05. 

MAY 5, 12, 19, 26 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0284865-00 

The following person(s) are doing business as: 
Hanke and Company, 100 Bush St Ste. 

1675, San Francisco Ca. 94104-3943. This 
business is conducted by an individual, signed 
Milo F. Hanke. The registrants) commenced 
to transact business under the above listed fic¬ 
titious business name or names on N/A. The 
statement was filed with the City and County 
of San Francisco, Ca. on 4/26/05. 

MAY 5, 12, 19, 26 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0284602-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Trainer Martin, 160 Caselli Ave. San 
Francisco, Ca. 94114. This business is 
conducted by an individual, signed Martin 
Spector. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed fic¬ 
titious business name or names on 4/15/05. 
The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 4/15/05. 
MAY 5, 12, 19, 26 2005 


NOTICE OF APPLICATION TO 
SELL ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 

To whom it may concern: The name of the 
applicants is/are California Culinary Acad¬ 
emy, Inc. The applicants listed above are 
applying to the Department of Alcoholic 
Beverage Control at 71 Stevenson Street, 
Suite #1500 San Francisco, Ca. 94105, to 
sell alcoholic beverages at: 350 Rhode Is¬ 
land St. San Francisco, Ca. 94103. Type 
of License applied for: 

47 - ON-SALE GENERAL EATING 
PLACE 

MAY 5, 12, 19 2005 
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Classifieds 


REAL ESTATE 


DOUGLAS I-“I 

DELIVERS 

Douglas Bohling 
delivers Sonoma 

estate success. 

Whether you’re buying 

or selling, take advan- ; 

tage of his 18 years of 

experience and the 

expertise that has 

earned him a spot in 

ducers in the national Br 

: Prudential network. 

Homes, Income, Acreage, Resorts 

Expert in Wine Country 
& Russian River Retreats 

Call now to find out how you can 

live the Sonoma County dream! Prudential 

(800) 200-2011 x204 '"S’' California Realty 

Doug.Bohling@PruRealty.com • www.PruRealty.com/DougBohling 


Amazing panoramic view-Forest, ridge tops and the beautiful Russian River. 
This 3 bdr./2.5 bth. offers a light, bright, open floor plan. Glass Walls bring the 
| beauty from outside in! Vaulted wood beamed ceiling, black tile FP hearth upstairs 
and stone FP downstairs, forced air heat, double decks, attached 2 car garage 
w/ artist workshop. Big SFD or duplex. "Top of the hill" low maintenance parcel 
w/ thousand acre views!!! Offered at $749,000 


Looking for Real Estate in the Palm Springs Area? 
2-For-l SPECIAL 


Steve • 760.880.0863 
Larry 760.880.3615 
Email: 

TheTwinRealtors@aol.com 



Let us help you find your 
perfect place in the sun. 


Homes & Condos from 
$100,000 and up. 


it’s “the twins” in palm springs 


Congratulations! 

Top Listing Agent 2004 Award! 
Top Sales Agent 2004 Award! 
Presidents Circle 2004 Award! 

Todd Bishop 

Prudential California Reality 

707-235-4277 

We Sell - PALM SPRINGS, Vallejo, 
Big Bear Lake, Napa & Solano County. 
Some Houses, Condos & w/pool, 

& Cabins from $100K! 



Jk 

forUdbi, 



SmA\ condo...* WY 
Wj \ iveai 

Rovu dteams cnn come «oe m V Am. 

S^CAVmeAUntme^to 

7 60-907.-5266 

?moW-.M>ntm«vto\mt@ 1 o\.com 

wroAUnEmotv-com 

Ot/MM 


Unique, Rare & Very Special 


Magical Eel River retreat in the 
heart heart of the redwoods. Lo¬ 
cated in the beautiful Branscomb 
Area. Two bedroom, one bath 
1950’s home + guest cottage. 
Three level acres with towering 
redwoods and 400 ft. of Eel River 
frontage, more than just a get¬ 
away, this is an absolute dream 
place!! Must see!! 

$575,000 



Agent - 707 984-6644 


United Mortgage & Realty 

Diana Marks 

Full Service Mortgage & Real Estate 

Debt consol., new purchases, refi, 0 down loans 

510.677.9744 

loan.4u@sbcglobal.net 


4% TO SELL YOUR HOUSE 
JOHN LIRA 

Bay Direct Realty • BayDirect.com • 
Gay Owned 

(415) 824-4878 

PRUDENTIAL REALTY WEST 

Gay Owned/Operated 

RUSSIAN RIVER 

http://prudentialsonoma.com ^ 

PALM SPRINGS: 

THE GAY-FRIENDLY 
PARADISE 

Call me for all of your real estate 
needs. I'm Alan Emery, Realtor, at 
RE/MAX Real Estate Consultants. I 
live in Palm Springs and provide 
comprehensive, professional and 
responsive real estate services to gay 
men and lesbians in the Palm Springs 
area. Tel 760-902-5266. 
AlanEmeryRealtor@aol.com. 

Web Page: AlanEmery.com 


GAY HOUSEHOLD NEEDED 
IN S.F. ORE.B. 

I'm Dick Kramer, First Director Of 
SF Gay Men's Chorus 
(916) 708-1460 

x ' _E21 

HOME FOR ME (AND CAT) 

Is There Anyone Out There Who 
Would Like To Help Out A 60 yo Re¬ 
tired Gentleman With His Own Gentle 
Cat? I Have A Very Good Monthly 
Income. I Preferably Would Like TO 
Rent My Own Studio Apt. But Would 
Consider A Roommate Situation With 
My Own Bedroom. I'm HIV+ And I 
Do Not Indulge In Hard Drugs. If 
Anyone Knows Someone Who Can 
Help Me In My Situation Please Feel 
Free To Call Stephen (That's Me) At 
(415) 586-8282. Serious Calls Only 
Please! 


ROOMMATES 

Redwood City - 3Bdr House w/Yard 
Near 280 $450/mo 650-367-7528 

___E20 

East Bay Pleasant Hill. Tahoe Set¬ 
ting. Bdrm w/pvt bath, enclosed 
garage, 1/2 util, incld. $700. 

Mike 925-947-5550 

_E20 

M Share Serene Sunny Apt. Near 
GGPark $495 Lee 750-9705 


GAY BAR FOR SALE 

Well Established Gay Bari After 15 
Successful Years Owner Wants To 
Retire. Over 2,000 Sq. Ft. Bar Area! 
2-Stories With Computerized Bar 
And Disco Dance Floor, Two Pool Ta¬ 
bles, Liquor License And All Equip- 
mentInducted! Low Low5 Year Lease/Rent 
$175,000 

Call Todd Bishop (707) 235-4277 ^ 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

RICK GERHARTER 
PHOTOGRAPHY 

Couples, Headshots, Events 
15 yrs experience. Dependable 
415-824-5300 
rgerharter@igc.org 


RENTALS 


a Soma 


( 415 ) 203.2730 ( 415 ) 601.1019 



Beautifully renovated 
building conveniently 
located near Market 
Street,Van Ness Ave, 
Nightclubs, Shopping 
& Restaurants! 

Visit us online at 
www.villasoma.net 


Rooms from $495 monthly (Weekly from $150 plus tax) 


* Free DSL/Satellite TV/VCR 

* In room Mini-refrigerator 
Sink/ Microwave 

* Combination Beds;futon,loft, 
Bunk, full and twin 

* Free Local Calls 


* Heating/Electricity included 

* Laundry Facilities 

* Housekeeping Services Available 

* Completely renovated building/rooms 

* Shared bathroom/shower 

* Mexican Restaurant 

* Great South of Market location 


1554 Howard St* btwn* 11th & 12 th St* 


SF'S GAY HOTEL 

LUZ HOTEL 725 GEARY 

$65/Night Wkly & Monthly avail. 
Check our Daboyz Rm - A must see! 

415-928-1917• 866-STAYLUZ 



GUERNEVILLE 

$850 two bedroom cottage in quiet 
wooded setting, knotty pine interior, 
large decks, laundry. 

$950 modem two bedroom cottage 
perfect for permanent home or week¬ 
end retreat, yard, d/w, laundry. Con¬ 
venient location near beach. 

$1000 two bedroom private cottage, 
spacious rooms, secluded deck, sunny yard. 

CALL 707-869-0623 
WWW.RIVERHOMES.COM 


LEGAL NOTICES 


IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OFTHE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN FRAN¬ 
CISCO FILE # CNC 05542001 

In the matter of the application of Win 
Thaw Oo for change of name. The applica¬ 
tion of Win Thaw Oo for change of name 
having been filed in Court, and it appearing 
from said application that Win Thaw Oo 
has filed an application proposing that 
his/her name be changed to Ryan Chan. 
Now therefore, it is hereby ordered, that 
all persons interested in said matter do ap¬ 
pear before this Court in Room 218 on the 
16th day of June, 2005 at 9:00 am of said 
day to show cause why the application for 
change of name should not be granted. 
MAY 5, 12, 19, 26 20005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0285178-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Lassen Tours, 391 Sutter St. Ste. 504, 
San Francisco, Ca. 94108. This business is 
conducted by a corporation, signed Judy 
Swen. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed fic¬ 
titious business name or names on 5/6/05. 
The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 5/6/05. 
MAY 12, 19, 26 JUNE 2 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0285004-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Art & Soul Gallery, 1844 Divisadero St. 
San Francisco, Ca. 94115. This business is 
conducted by an individual, signed Chesney 
Rheaume. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed fic¬ 
titious business name or names on 4/28/05. 
The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 5/2/05. 
MAY 12, 19, 26 JUNE 2 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0285102-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Seal Rock Realty, 1775 35th Ave. San 
Francisco, Ca. 94122. This business is 
conducted by an individual, signed Nick 
Kaskanlian. The registrant(s) commenced 
to transact business under the above listed 
fictitious business name or names on 
5/3/05. The statement was filed with the 
City and County of San Francisco, Ca on 
5/4/05. 

MAY 12, 19, 26 JUNE 2 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0285198-00 

The following person(s) are doing business as: 
iStudio,89 France Ave. San Francisco, Ca. 
94112. This business is conducted by an in¬ 
dividual, signed Long Wu. The registrant(s) 
commenced to transact business under the 
above listed fictitious business name or 
names on 1/1/05. The statement was filed 
with the City and County of San Francisco, Ca on 
5/9/35. 

MAY 12, 19, 26 JUNE 2 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0285165-00 

The following person(s) are doing business as: 
Bureau, 2019 Hyde St. San Francisco, Ca. 
94109. This business is conducted by an in¬ 
dividual, signed Lawrence Li. The 
registrant(s) commenced to transact business 
under the above listed fictitious business name 
or names on 4/26/05. The statement was filed 
with the City and County of San Francisco, Ca on 
5/605. 

MAY 19, 26 JUNE 2, 9 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0284986-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Afu Home Care Agency, 1100 Felton 
St. San Francisco, Ca. 94134. This busi¬ 
ness is conducted by a general partnership, 
signed Esther Lowman. The registrant(s) 
commenced to transact business under the 
above listed fictitious business name or 
names on 10/23/02. The statement was 
filed with the City and County of San Francisco, 
Ca on 4/29/05. 

MAY 19, 26 JUNE 2, 9 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0285237-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Maid Organic, 17 Bob Kaufman Aly. 
San Francisco, Ca. 94133. This business 
is conducted by an individual, signed J. 
Gerrit Veneman. The registrant(s) com¬ 
menced to transact business under the 
above listed fictitious business name or 
names on 5/10/05. The statement was filed 
with the City and County of San Francisco, Ca 
on 5/10/05. 

MAY 19, 26 JUNE 2, 9 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0285383-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Eikon Design Group, 20 Cerritos San 
Francisco, Ca. 94127. This business is 
conducted by an individual, signed Gene 
G. Relampagos. The registrant(s) com¬ 
menced to transact business under the 
above listed fictitious business name or 
names on N/A. The statement was filed 
with the City and County of San Francisco, Ca 
on 5A6/05. 

MAY 19, 26 JUNE 2, 9 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0285384-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: 1.) Walker 2.) Walker Bags, 81 Dor¬ 
man Ave. San Francisco, Ca. 94124. This 
business is conducted by a corporation, 
signed Eveline Parker. The registrant(s) 
commenced to transact business under the 
above listed fictitious business name or 
names on 5/16/05. The statement was 
filed with the City and County of San Francis¬ 
co, Ca on 5A6/05. 

MAY 19, 26 JUNE 2, 9 2005 
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Villa in ‘fuse any 
www.marengo.it 



Prestigious antique Vida. Heart of 
Tuscany. Authentic experience! 
Rotting hills, vineyards, otive grooves, 
cypress trees. Close to alt famous 
tovuns. 4 bedrooms, 4 separate suites; 
exclusive furnishings, orig. fireplace, 
floorings and beams. Gym, Pool, 
Jacuzzi, Sauna and steam room. Chi¬ 
anti wine <St organic Olive Oil. 
Cooking classes St other activities 
available. Organic Kitchen Garden. 
Special deals available through this ad. 



Visit our new wine bar! 


NOW, WE BRING THE 
WINE COUNTRY TO YOU* 



1.866.73RELAX www.retreatresort.8iz 

1471 ? ASMSTtONO WOODS IOAO , OUfRNEVHW < CA 95446 


mauisunseeker.com 


M A " i 

OUN SEEKER 

Maui’s largest gay & lesbian hotel 


SAN FRANCISCO’S 

PREMIERE GAY GUEST HOUSE 

THE PARKER HOUSE 

1-888-520-7275 

www.parkerguesthouse.com 


HAWAII 

CABANA AT WAIKIKI 
SUITES AS LOW AS $99!! 
CALL 1-877-902-2121 
FOR RESERVATIONS 


W.E.L. Tax Services 

You work hard for your money, 
let us work smart to help you keep it! 

IS Bill Lentini 
&J 415-252-7552 m 

www.weltax.com 


INSTRUCTION 


Mm 


• All Levels • Individual Classes • 


MARC GADELIN 

Certified Teacher (415) 441-2062 


MEMORABILIA 


We pay top dollar for 

GAY MEMORABILIA 

Books, Photos, Mags, 
1970's or earlier. 
415-642-3624 

hb@resolvedigital.com 


i 5 $ 0 RT 


MACINTOSH 

HELP 

* Prompt 

* Thorough 

* 14 Years ixp 

P. 

4 

Rick 415.821.1792 | 


IU-WHM 


Telephone 5 Computer Cabling 
Telephone & Voicemail Systems 
Intercom Systems ■ Video Surveillance Systems 
Business/Residence lnfoBiallwired.net 

Lie. #796389 Ph: 4G8-9400 


Computer Help 


Affordable house calls for 
your PC needs by exp’d pro. 
Recorded info: (415) 820-3251 
web: computerhelpsf.com 
Cell: (415)431-6766 



Upside down? 

Get your computer 
back up! Just... 


remain.com 


Troubleshooting. Installation. Tutoring. 
We'll fix your computer - PC or Mac - 
at your home or office g 
throughout the Bay Area. 


415-552-7909 

www.sf-remain.com 


PC HELP/INSTRUCTIONS 

All Windows, MS Office, DSL & Fax, 
Email. Zack 292-7243 7 days. 


HTTP://WWW 

PRUDENTIAL REALTY WEST 

Gay Owned/Operated 

RUSSIAN RIVER 

http://prudentialsonoma.com ^ 

Good dish on any one in the leather 
community? HatchetQ@aol.com 


JOBS OFFERED 


ARE you LOOKING FOR A NEW CAREER? 
Is your current job getting you down? 

We are the largest adult retail chain in 
California and WE WANT YOU! 

Join our innovative team and work in a 
non-corporate,alternative-lifestyle-friendly 
environment. 

Excellent pay and great benefits! * 

vWf r' 

Benefits include: 

Medical, Dental, Vision & Life * 401 (k) « Paid 
vacations, sick days & holidays ■ Commissions 
Employee Discounts 

Managers must have two years experience in 
retail management. Clerks must have one - 
year 


Please fax resume to (415) 468-3519 attention Lisa. 
Please call (415) 468-5600 ext. 140 for more information. 


or Email t=$> jobs@adultsupersource.com 




CUSTOMER SERVICE/SALES 

LOOKING FOR ENERGETIC F/T 
CUSTOMER SERVICE/SALES PER¬ 
SON. POSITION IS IN BUSY SOMA 
RETAIL/WHOLESALE PACKAGING 
STORE. EXP. A PLUS, WILL 
TRAIN. GREAT BENEFITS. SERI¬ 
OUS APPLICANTS ONLY PLEASE! 
APPLY IN PERSON 1255 HOWARD 
ST. OR PHONE 415-558-8100. 


ilk 


STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT 
OF USE OF FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME: #261814 

The following person(s) have abandoned the 
use of the fictitious business name known as 
Afu Home Care Agency located at 14 Uni¬ 
versity St. San Francisco, Ca. 94134. This 
business was conducted by a general part¬ 
nership signed Esther Lowman. The ficti¬ 
tious name was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 10/23/02. 
MAY 19, 26 JUNE 2, 9 2005 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN FRAN¬ 
CISCO FILE # CNC 05542055 

In the matter of the application of Wei 
Chong for change of name. The application 
of Wei Chong for change of name having 
been filed in Court, and it appearing from 
said application that Wei Chong has filed 
an application proposing that his/her name 
be changed to Wei Zhuang. Now therefore, 
it is hereby ordered, that all persons inter¬ 
ested in said matter do appear before this 
Court in Room 218 on the 7th day of July, 
2005 at 9:00 am of said day to show cause 
why the application for change of name 
should not be granted. 

MAY 19, 26, JUNE 2, 9 2005 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN FRAN¬ 
CISCO FILE # CNC 05542072 

In the matter of the application of Adam 
Lee Cronin for change of name. The applica¬ 
tion of Adam Lee Cronin for change of name 
having been filed in Court, and it appearing 
from said application that Adam Lee Cronin 
has filed an application proposing that 
his/her name be changed to Alessandro 
DeNino. Now therefore, it is hereby ordered, 
that all persons interested in said matter do 
appear before this Court in Room 218 on 
the 14th day of July, 2005 at 9:00 am of 
said day to show cause why the application 
for change of name should not be granted. 
MAY 19, 26, JUNE 2, 9 2005 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION TO 
SELL ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 

To whom it may concern: The name of the 
applicants is/are Residence Inn By Mar¬ 
riott Inc. The applicants listed above are 
applying to the Department of Alcoholic 
Beverage Control at 71 Stevenson Street, 
Suite #1500 San Francisco, Ca. 94105, to 
sell alcoholic beverages at: 1350 Veterans 
Blvd. South San Francisco, Ca. 94080. 

Type of License applied for: 

20 - OFF SALE BEER AND WINE- 
MAY 19, 26 JUNE 2, 2005 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION TO 
SELL ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 

To whom it may concern: The name of the 
applicants is/are Tsui Joe Inc. The appli¬ 
cants listed above are applying to the De¬ 
partment of Alcoholic Beverage Control at 
71 Stevenson Street, Suite #1500 San 
Francisco, Ca. 94105, to sell alcoholic 
beverages at: 245 S. Airport Blvd. South 
San Francisco, Ca. 94080. Type of License 
applied for: 

41 - ON-SALE BEER AND WINE - 

EATING PLACE 

MAY 19, 26 JUNE 2, 2005 


Resident Manager For SOMA Reno¬ 
vated Property, w/Shared Baths. 

1554 Howard/Van Ness, In Exchange 
For Reduced Rent Plus Commission: 
Fax Res. To 415-775-8824 

F/T Event & Party Set Up, Maintain 
Storage & Retrieval Of Props. Week¬ 
ends Mand. Good DMV A Must, 

Neat Appearance & Good Attitude. 

At Start $11.00/Hr 
Call 707-363-9399 


mh 
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THE BECK LAW GROUP 

A Professional corporation 
Estate Planning Made Easy 


Alma Soongi Beck., Esq. 

),D., U. M Taxation 
Seminar Facilitator for NCIM. 
and Our Family Coalition 



415 . 642.9930 


Wills, Living Trusts ' 
Domestic Partnership Planning 
Property' Co-Ownership Issues 
Probate & Trust Administration 

ALMA@BECKL-AWGROUP.COM 


LAW OFFICES 
SHELLEY S. FEINBERG 

m 

Serving the g 
Flood Building 

870 Market Si. 

Probate 

Wills and Living 

Trusts 

Estate Planning 
Domestic Partnership 
Agreements 

FLAT FEE 

ay community since 1999 
ssfeinberg rnsncom 
415.421.1893 


Law and Mediation Solution* 
Joel K. Rubinstein 

Graduate of Harvard and Yale 

• Mediation (Business/Family) 

• Real Estate 

• New Business Formation 

• Contract Review and Preparation 

• Bankruptcy 
•Wills/Trusts 

• Co-Ownership issues < 

15 yrs. experience 

Proud to serve the LG8T Community 
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 

■ ■■■•- ( 415 ) 656 - 196 , 


PRIDE IS ALMOST 
HERE! 

c 

DEADLINES: 

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY ADS 
FRIDAY, JUNE 17TH @ 
3:00PM 

CLASSIFIED LINE ADS 
MONDAY "Inc o 0TH 0 
12:00PM 

Call 415-861-5019 or Email 
baradv@aol.com 
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SERVICES 









LAND 


HIGH INTEGRITY LANDSCAPING 4-15 269 6609 



STEVEN UNDERHILL 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

415-978-2463 


Portraits/Online Photos 

http://www.stevenunderhill.com 


GARDENING & LANDSCAPING 

Yard Cleaning • Hauling • Tree Care 

Ph: (415) 810-6807 

•SU!!iNYslP E ‘ 


TONY’S HOME CLEANING 

Professional And Responsive 
Attention To Detail At Your Request 
Free Est. 415-317-1114 


HOME & GARDEN 
HANDYMAN 

Fair & Reliable 415-351-8848 


Cheap & Cheerful Landscaping 
Hauling. Free Estimate 415 642-9020 E2 

Christopher's House Cleaning 
8yrs. Exp. Free Est. 370-4341 


$ 13/hr Weed And Yardwork Also 
Tree Pruning, Haul 835-4735 

Carpentry/Electrical 
Plumbing Jobs. Lie. Call 

WREN • 621-1379 

HOUSECLEANING 

Since 1979, many original clients. 
All equipment and supplies. 
Richard • 415-255-0389. 


PRUNE YOUR TREE 

Expert in pruning all varieties of trees 
& more. Please call 334-3334. 


FLOWER 

ARRANGER 

Many yrs freelance bars, parties 
restaurants. Back room work florist 
shop? Call Dave Fairall 

415-776-1939 BEFORE 5PM 



^GDT^ 

PETS? 

PET SITTING S. DOG WALKING 

FREE 1/2 HOUR CONSULTRTION 
ML JEfMNE 

415 8G1-5381 isfi 


Serving the Community 
With Quality and Reliability 



Lone Star 
Plumbing 


BATHS • KITCHENS • CODE WORK • SPRINKLERS 
COPPER WORK • REMODELING SPECIAUSTS 
SERVICE AND REPAIR 

641-9234 

STATE LIC. #430557 


Creation^ L^vUccipCn^T 


DECKS WATER FEATURES 

FENCES made of either 

RETAINING WALLS (Stainless Steel 
IRRIGATION or Rock)Water 

Phone:(650)557-1543 

Cell. :(415)310-4857 indQor&Qutl 


UPKEEP 


JUST HAUL IT I 
JUST PAINT IT I 
JUST PLUMB IT I 
JUST SHOCK IT I 


JUST FIX IT ! 


JIM ~ (415) 864 - 6850 


E&R PAINTING 

For a fine and neat painting 
Interior & Exterior 
Residential &Commercial 


FREE ESTIMATES 


650 - 755-4343 


STEVE THE CARPENTER 

20 Yrs Experience 415-255-7014 

HANDYMAN JAMIE 

415-425-3692 Dependable Quality 
Carpentry Electrical Plumbing 

DrywalI/Plaster - Highest Quality 
New/Repair/Patch. Artistic Detail. 
Textures. $30/Hr. 

995-4782 25 yrs. 


UPKEEP 


Thomas Starr Stevens 



DESIGN ER/C RAFTS MAN 


CUSTOM CABINETRY & TILEWORK 
INTERIOR REMODELING 

415 - 641 - 4141 


Aa/ ELECTRICIAN/ 

iu M-oaaz qz 

Call 415-577-1665 Peter 
Remodeling, Troubleshooting, 
Service Changes 
No Job Too Small • Low Rates 


caomsi 

PAINTING CO. 


• Commercial/Residential 

• Interior/Exterior 


• Quality Craftsmanship 

• Over 20 Yrs. Experience 


(415) 861-7167 

Call for Free Estimate 

Gensteve@pacbell.net 

CA Lie. #786219 



NORTH CAL 
ROOFING 

1 QUALITY BOOfliiG SIHlUWl 



Roofs of all types 

• Featuring 
Modified 
Single Ply 
Roofing For 
All Flat Roofs 

• Gutters 

• Skylights 

• Siding 

• Steep Shingle 
Work A Specialty 

• Cedar Sidewall 
Shingles 

Insured PL & POState Uc# 757164 

John Bailey 
Owner, Operator 


FREE ESTIMATES 

333-3701 


SHEILA’S REPAIRS 


415.584.5669 

Carpentry • Plumbing • Dry Rot 
Retrofit • Foundation Bolts 
Painting • Drywall 
Doors & Windows 


THE ELECTRICIAN 

Victorian Specialist 
Track Lighting 
Internal & External 
Motion Detectors 
Down Lights 
Low Voltage Systems 
Heating/Air Conditioning 
Hydroponics Servicing 

Lic#394787 • Bonded & Insured 

( 415 ) 252-8574 

Serving our Community with pride and respect 


CA 

\J_CARI 


CALIFORNIA 
CARPENTRY CO. 


BATHROOMS & KITCHENS 
DECKS & FENCES 

TEL: 415.244.8523 

CaliforniaCarpentry.com 

UC# 841971 


PHILLIP JAMES 


• HOME REMODELING • 

• CARPENTRY • ELECTRICAL • 

• PLUMBING • FINE FINISHWORK • 

415 - 374-8983 

CA Lie# 778285 


Brookline 

Aries 


We 

Like 


Electric 

Old Houses 


CONDO CONVERSIONS 


( 415 ) 239-5393 


Victorian, Edwardian, Queen Anne 
Neat & concealed upgrades 
Code corrections for a safe house 
Old knob & Tube wiring 
Insured, no claims in 15 years 
Good Service Guidebook approved 
Janeters@pacbell.net 33 years service 
121 Santa Rosa Ave S.F. 



BAY 


[t>H (41 
\jnh 

15) 563-5649] 

Estimates LL 

Old Houses • Condo Conversions 

New Panels • Service Calls 

Kitchen and Bath Remodels 

CA Lie # 810652 • Bonded & Insured 



TOM SKIDMORE 415-279-2853 
• HANDIWORK • REPAIRS 
• SMALL PROJECTS • SMALL REMODELS 

REASONABLE RATES EXCELLENT REFERENCES 



mu 

INTERIORS ONLY 
COLOR CONSULTATION 


GREAT PRICES, 
CLEAN, FAST 

415.370.4849 

JPPCOMPANY@AOL.COM 


1 CARPENTRY | 

1 ALL PHASES - DRY ROT| 

( 415 ) 621-1379 
Wren 


High Quality Workmanship/Great Prices 

EURO 

Painting & Restoration 
Residential Commercial Interior Exterior 
Victorian Homes Carpentry & Drywall Repair 

(415) 519-7377 

www.eurorestorating.com 
Fully Bonded Insured State Lie. # 792783 



CARPENTRY 

■■■■■■■■ 

Specializing in 
Kitchens 
& Baths 

Interior 

Remodeling 

Crown & 
Custom Trim 

Windows & Doors 

Impeccable References 

1-415-505-2427 



Handyman & MORE 

GENERAL HOME REPAIR - fast friendly and 
reliable service! All types of remodeling: 
painting, tyling, drywall, carpentry, decking, 
pluming, specialized plaster finishes etc. 
Elisha for an immediate quote and excellent 
service. Emergency call-outs. 

415 - 722-0103 
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hauling 


RELOCAT/g** 

^ ( 415 ) 621-5164 ** 

CAREFUL, EXP., FRIENDLY. 2-3 MEN 
16' ENCLOSED, WELL-EQUIPPED TRUCK 
REAS. RATES • APTS, HOMES, OFCS. 

+ B.A.R. ADVERTISER SINCE 1991 


LOU’S EXPRESS CO. 

Home Office Business 


Trash, Garage, Junk, Sofas, Padding, 
Carpet Removal, Appliances, 

Nail Strips, Large Truck 
Serving the Gay Community 

Lou Hauler (415) 225-4637 


- 415 665-0800 - 


FRIENDLY, SAME-DAY SERVICE 
David Singer-Owner 
www.FastHaul.com 


Castro Hauling 

Yard & Garage Cleaning 
Tree Care & Dump Runs 


EZ RELOCATION 

... TO\ 

nivJSXi 


HOME & OFFICE 
415-810-6807 


Let’s Negotiate 


Relocation Services 

Specializing in Relocation Services of all types 
Homes • Offices • Apartments 
415 . 261.3285 • 510 . 997.0518 




•Hauling in general 
Careful & Dependable 

650557-1543 

415310-4857 


Hauling Reliable On Time 
Call Mike 
415-577-7180 

E28 

Hauling, etc. 441-1054.Large Truck! 
Remove carpet, appl., sofas, cement. 

E30 

2 men Lg clean truck. Cheap, 24 hrs 

Free est. Louis 

902-3229 


NJ.TICES 

PRIDE IS ALMOST 
HERE! 

DON’T MISS YOUR 
CHANCE TO ADVERTISE 
WITH THE B.A.R. 

DEADLINES: 

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY ADS 
FRIDAY, JUNE 17TH @ 
3:00PM 

CLASSIFIED LINE ADS 
MONDAY, JUNE 20TH @ 
12:00PM 

Call 415-861-5019 or Email 
baradv@aol.com 


partylist. carry 


The-^ 
Essentia! 
Resource 
For All 

Party 



MOVERS 


(a sp .» 

f PatRyanI 
Moving & 
Storage 

Call for a free estimate 

415 - 871-8196 

• NO EXTRA CHARGE 
EVENINGS & WEEKENDS 

• Free use of wardrobe 

BOXES 

• Excellent references 

• Frequent trips to 
Palm Springs 

• Licensed & Insured 

Cal T *189509 



MOVING 

SPECIAIIST 

GAY OPERATED 
FOR 25 YEARS 




FREE ESTIMATES 




PACKING*MOVING* STORAGE 


415 - 821-4755 

WWW*JACKTRUX-COM 



COUNSELING 



David Lai, Ph. D. 

Psychologist (PSY17205) 

My approach iiises western science and 
eastern philosophy to help you with 
Depression, Anxiety, 

Drug Use, HIV. 


Individuals and Couples. 
Castro Office 
No Charge for First Consultation 
415-608-7092 
www.DrDavidLai.com 


Therapy 

for Individuals & Couples 

relationship & family issues • sexuality 
grief & loss • transitions • depression 
iesbian/gav concerns • addiction 



Don Mack, M.A., M.F.T.I. 

Depth-oriented. Conveniently located 
on Divisadero Street at California. 

Call 415-820-9620 for a free consultation. 

Marriage & family Therapist Intern §40243. 
Supervised by X. Mai ie. MU' #21656 


_ L 

New Gay Men’s Group 
Forming 

Interviewing now. Work with others to grow beyond 
self-limiting attitudes, feelings and behaviors. An 
indepth, dynamic, long-term group. Haight & Di¬ 
visadero. Wednesdays at 7:30pm. 

Limited to 8 members 

on 

DAVE 

COOPERBERG 

LIC# MFT12549 

(415) 431 -3220 Individual & Couples Work 

davecooperberg@yahoo.com Serving fhe Bay Area Since 1973 


OVEREATING? 

Experienced, Compassionate, 
effective therapy. 

ELLEN DEKKER, MFT 
(415) 979-6830 


[dL 


HABrr CONTROL ■ WEIGHT LOSS 


Counseling and Clinical hypnosis 

San Francisco & East Bay 

(415)339-8311 

vvww,C+FK>L-eSacm 


B ES8IAN, BISEXUAL, 

DER PSYCHOTHERAPIST 
ON OF THE BAY AREA 

i 


taylesta 

•/ onofvpR^cofpaaSot 


PSYCHOTHERAPIST 
REFERRAL SERVICE 

888.869.4993 

CALL TOLL FREE 24 HOURS A DAY 

Free confidential referrals made to 
qualified therapists throughout the 
Bay Area who understand issues of 
concern to our community. 

CALIFORNIA'S OLDEST G/L/B/T 
THERAPIST ASSOCIATION. 

Paid for by over 120 participating 
licensed therapists. Insurance 
referrals available 

wwwgaylesta.org 



Brief, 
solution- 
focused 
therapy and 
coaching 
for individuals 
and couples 

Dr. Eric Nicely 

Psychologist (PSY 18892) 

( 415 ) 955-1975 
www.drnicely.com 

Visit Website for Free Information 


Walt Odets, Ph.D. 

licensed Psychologist PSY-12715 

Individual 
psychotherapy 
& couples counseling 
in the East Bay 


510 - 845-4628 

www.waltodets.com 


Advertise in the 

BayAreaReporter, 

for a good time call David! 
Call 415.861.5019 
for rates and info. 

Or email BARadv@aol.com 


HEALTH 


DIAKADI 

^ BODY 

DO YOU LIKE A 
CHALLENGE? 

CHALLENGE 

YOURSELF TO GET 
FIT AT 

DIAKADIBODY. 



• Experienced, Certified 
Personal Trainers 

• State-of-the Art Equipment 

• Spacious and Inspiring 
Workout Areas 

• All Encompassing: Yoga, 
Pilates, Massage, Chiro, 
Nutritional Consultations, 
Personal Chef Service 

www.diakadibody.com 

290 Division Street 
(10th St & Brannan St) 
415.863-4922 

ESCAPE • UNWIND • 

UNLEASH YOUR INNER ATHLETE 


Eye Exams - Contacts 
Fashion Frames 
in Pleasant Hill 

925 . 687.7638 

Dr. Thomas Ophardt, O.D. 

VSP, Spectera, EyeMed, Others 



www.shaveorgasmic.com 

___E39 

MEDICAL 

HIV RESEARCH STUDIES 
UP TO $3,000 
COMPENSATION FREE 
DOCTORS VISITS 
POSSIBLE THERAPEUTIC 
BENEFITS SEE IF YOU 
QUALIFY WITH MR TRIALS 
HTTP-y/M RTR1ALS.DYNDNS.ORG 


BayArea* 


REAICEPORTER 


CLASSIFIEDS ORDER FORM 


Indicate 
Type Style 
Here ▼ 


DEADLINE 


NOON on MONDAY. 

Payment must accompany ad. 
No ads taken over the 
telephone. If you have a 
question, call 415.861.5019. 
Display advertising rates 
available upon request. 


RATES 


First line, Regular 6.00 
All subsequent lines 4.00 
CAPS double price 
BOLD double price 
X-BOLD triple price 


X-BOLD Stops Here 

L L 


J L 


I I 


I 1 


L L 


1 1 


L L 


BOLD 

1 11 


1 I 


I I 


J L 


I I 


L L 


I 1 


J. 1 1. 


CAPS Stop Here Y Regular Stops Here ’ 

1 


PAYMENT 

□ Cash 

□ Personal Check 

□ Money Order 

□ Visa 

□ MasterCard 


CREDIT CARD PAYMENT 


3-Digit Security Code 


CONTACT INFORMATION 


Amount Enclosed 


MAIL WITH 
PAYMENT TO: 

BAY AREA 
REPORTER 
395 Ninth Street 
San Francisco, CA 
94103 

OR FAX TO: 

415.861.8144 
















































































































































































Call us about the SCULPTRA Assistance Program. 
You may be eligible for free product. 

415-734-9700 0 www.drfrechette.com 


Gervais Frechette MD 


Now With Offices in BOTH NYC and San Francisco! 

New-Fill / Sculptra Available to All Patients 

The first FDA-approved treatment for facial wasting 
Dr. Frechette trained extensively with Dr. LaGlenne (developer of 
New-Fill) and has performed over twelve thousand reconstructive 
procedures, with outstanding results on patients throughout the 
U.S. and Canada. Thanks in part to Dr. Frechette's testimony before the 
FDA earlier this year, New-Fill/Sculptra is finally approved and available 
to individuals who experience HIV-related facial wasting. 


■ Offering comprehensive medical 
care 

- On site diagnosis and treatment of 
all sexually transmitted diseases 
including HIV 

■ HIV Specialist (17 years of 
practice) 

■ Investigator in numerous HIV 
clinical trials 

> Latest, most advanced treatment 
for lipodystrophy (HIV related) 

- On-site laboratory including quick 
HIV testing (30 minutes) 

■ Pre & Post travel medicine 
consultation with specific 
immunization against such 
diseases as yellow fever, typhoid, 
rabies, Hepatitis A & B, etc. 

Confidential, Discreet & Professional 

4052 18th St @ Hartford, San Francisco, CA 94114 
Phone: 415.734.9700 (SF) 212.337.9663 (NYC) 
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Dancer from the dance 


by Richard Dodds 

C horeographer Sergio Trujillo 
says he’s “a research kind of 
guy.” When he worked on the 
musical version of Peggy Sue 
Got Married in London, he 
watched tapes of Hullabaloo and 
American Bandstand to learn about 
dances he was too young to know 
first-hand. When he staged the musi¬ 
cal numbers for a Canadian produc¬ 
tion of The Sound of Music, he took 
lessons in Austrian folk-dancing. And 
there were hours of Elvis-watching for 
the current Broadway attraction All 
Shook Up. 

But with The Mambo Kings, he 
said, “This one is in my blood. This 
one was close to home.” 

Trujillo, 40, was a dancer in the 
1992 movie based on Oscar Hijuelas’ 
novel, and now he is choreographing 
the Broadway-bound musical adapta¬ 
tion soon to make its world premiere 
at the Golden Gate Theatre. 

“This is my first huge Latin thing,” 
said the Colombian-born choreogra¬ 
pher. “I’ve been choreographing all 
these, I hate to say it, period Cau¬ 
casian musicals.” (And as soon as The 
Mambo Kings opens in New York, 
Trujillo gets to work on the Broad- 
way-bound Jersey Boys, a musical bi¬ 
ography of ’60s pop stars Frankie Valli 
and the Four Seasons.) 

There was still research to be done 
for The Mambo Kings, specifically into 
the Cuban culture, both in Havana 
page 35 ► 


From stand-up to a jazz-rock groove 

Lea DeLaria performs her ‘Double 
Standards’ at the Empire Plush Room. 

page 37 


Fine ‘Folk’ finale 

Showtime’s ‘Queer as 
Folk’s final season begins. 

page 34 


Fight for the right 

‘Prom Queen’ takes his 
boyfriend to the dance. 

page 34 


Sergio Trujillo choreographs 


Still in bed with Fairv Butch 


Ten years and 
running of the 
lesbian/trans cabaret 

by Malinda Lo 


W alking into the club “In Bed with 
Fairy Butch” is a little like walking 
into a well-organized lesbian meat 
market. You get your dildo raffle 
ticket on the left, and if you’re single you get your 
numbered sticker on the right. But “In Bed with 
Fairy Butch” is more than a place to hook up — 
it’s been serving San Francisco’s lesbian and 
trans community for 10 years with its lusty 
cabaret show, campy dating games, and oodles 
of flirtation. Hosted by Fairy Butch, the alter-ego 
of sex columnist and author Karlyn Lotney, the 
show has been a fixture of the local lesbian scene 
since 1995; on May 21, it will celebrate its 10th 
birthday, becoming one of the longest-running 
lesbian cabarets in the country. 

“In Bed with Fairy Butch” began as a series of 
fundraisers for the struggling lesbian sex maga¬ 
zine On Our Backs, but it soon packed the tiny 
CoCo Club with its unique mix of queer strip¬ 
pers, comedy, and drag. “I did drag from the be¬ 
ginning,” Lotney recalls, taking on the role of 


high femme Shirley U. Gest. “I would wear my 
lingerie underneath my tuxedo, and I would say, 
‘Some people don’t know that I have this secret,’ 
and I would undress, and I would be Shirley un¬ 
derneath. I would put on the makeup, the whole 
thing onstage.” 

Over the past decade, “In Bed” has evolved 
from a variety show that regularly featured co¬ 
medians and singers, to a focus on sex-positive 
frivolity through queer strippers, sex tips, and 
dating games. Even Shirley has evolved since her 
early days on stage. “I used to do more esoteric 
things,” Lotney explains, “but I find that Shirley, 
you know, she doesn’t know that she can’t rely 
on her beauty like some other women can. She 
likes to do the popular songs and stripping to get 
attention.” 

The early shows also featured co-host Molly 
McKay, now Executive Director of Marriage 
Equality California. “A lot of people don’t know 
she’s also very funny and she’s an amazing 
singer,” Lotney says. But after two years, McKay 
moved on to other work, and Lotney eventually 
decided to host the show on her own, although 
she still invites guests to come onstage with her 
to answer sex questions from the audience. 

During the show’s six-year tenure at the 
CoCo Club, Lotney produced two shows a 
month, one for women and one with a co-ed au¬ 
dience. “We never had to advertise,” she remem¬ 
bers. But because the CoCo Club was so small 
page 44 ► 
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We’ve got a new attitude 


Fleur de leaks and other upcoming treats 



by Roberto Friedman 


§jpM ver since the 20th-century 
; artist Marcel Duchamp 

HHI brought a urinal into the 
gallery and called it ready-made 
art, the eternal Men’s Room fix¬ 
ture has waited for its next great 
blossoming upon the fine-art 
stage. 

San Francisco artist Clark 
Sorensen crafts large-scale flow¬ 
ers of high-fire porcelain and at¬ 
taches them to conventional 
plumbing fixtures, to create the 
most holy peeing receptacles 
you’ve ever seen. Considering that 
flowers are, in a certain way, truly 
the sexual organs of plants, these 
porcelains are most sensual and 
seductive. You might say they’re 
piss-elegant. Plus we’re assured 
that each piece can be plumbed 
and used for its intended purpose. 
In fact, Sorensen has a calla lily 
urinal ready for use in a corner of 
his studio. 

Natures Call — Flower-Shaped 
Urinals and other Nature-Inspired 
Sculptures opens with a reception 
on Friday night, May 20, and re¬ 
mains on view through June 13, at 
Ruby’s Clay Studio & Gallery, 552 
A Noe St., SF. Gallery p.r. calls 
Sorensen’s works “functional 
bathroom fixtures/whimsical 
sculpture,” but we call them pure, 
bloomin’ genius. Paging profes¬ 
sional aesthete Philippe Starck: 
We’ve found the ultimate Men’s 
Room furniture for your newest 
hotel design concept. 

Welcome return 

Next topic. Fans of 
the late lamented ’90s 
NYC queer ’zine My 
Comrade will be as ex¬ 
cited as Out There to 
see the newly reincar¬ 
nated version (“Born 
Again! $5”) available 
for purchase at dis¬ 
criminating news¬ 
stands. Editor 
“Linda Simpson” 
isn’t sure if it will be a continuing 
return, but even as a one-off it’s 
provided hours — well, OK, min- 


"Yellow Orchid 77 by Clark Sorensen, 22" tall without hardware. 


utes — of pleasure. 

Comrade has its moments of 
topical humor, like the an¬ 
swer to a roving re¬ 
porter’s man-on-the- 
street question, 
“What do you like 
best about living in 
the NYU dorms?” 
“NYU’s corrupt treat¬ 
ment of the neighbor¬ 
hood makes clear the 
moral superiority 
of Islam. Praise 
Allah!” 

Comrade also 
has the now-obligatory Scissor 
Sisters spread, but because the 
photo-shoot was done in sexy lead 


singer Jake Shears’ very own 
apartment, you see pics of him 
you just won’t see in other maga¬ 
zines, like Jake keeping current on 
his BlackBerry whilst sitting on 
the floor in his underpants. 

But most importantly, Com¬ 
rades abundant male eye-candy 
offers inner life as well as outer 
beauty. Centerfold Damion ad¬ 
mits, “I get complimented on my 
eyes and my lips, and since I’ve 
put on some weight, my ass. But 
I’m not the usual type, so I usual¬ 
ly just get hired for specific par¬ 
ties, because people know I’ll take 
off my clothes. I used to be classi¬ 
fied as chicken. Now I’m just 
sleazy.” Out There knows just 



Dont fflin 


On Sale Now 


On Sale Now 


i SPENCER DAY 

tRDTttt 

| CRIMSON CLUB 

Someday, 

Love 

I A UNIQUE NEW CABARET 

BrerertDBV 

RICHARD'OHiMCLY KOLD1WYN 

an In Concert World Premiere 


HOWARD CUMBTSES S * * 

WHOOP 

pn-pooi 


Directed by 
Ed Decker 


ICKET 1 

hrto the : 

form 


JlltlDAY 

June 5,2005 

A (ELEBRATiOn OF THE 
AmERicAn Theatre UJinci 
AnTomETTE Perry Award* 


Pride Season Eleven, "Ties That Bind" and In Concert Summer Series 

early bird special: get 20% off the regular subscription price between now and 
June 4 only! Visit our website for more information or call the Box Office today. 


25 Van Ness Avenue • San Francisco ♦ ( 415 ) 861-8972 
visit us online at www.nctcsf.org 


THE NEW CONSERVATORY THEATRE CENTER 



www.bwball.org. 

Pecking order 

Apropos of the DVD review of 
The Turning Point which you’ll 
find a few pages back in this 
week’s A&E section, here’s the in¬ 
side dish. Seems immortal glam¬ 
our icon Audrey Hepburn was 
the first choice for the Anne Ban¬ 
croft part, but she withdrew 
when Princess Grace declined 
the Shirley MacLaine part. 
Nothing ever succeeded in tempt¬ 
ing her Serene Highness Grace 
Kelly to go before the cameras 
again. Not even the promise of 
swans. 




what you mean, Damion — we 
started at the top, and we worked 
our way down. 

Dates booked 

So sorry, the opening night of 
Watch Me Shine was incorrectly 
reported in these pages last week. 
The correct dates of its run are 
June 15-18 at 8 p.m., June 22-23 at 
8 p.m., and June 24-25 at 7 8c 9 
p.m. Color us contrite. 

Here’s a date we’ll get right the 
first time: The Return of Fudgie 
Fridays happens this Friday, May 
20,10 p.m.-2 a.m., with a show at 


Fudgie Frottage returns to Transfer 

Midnight. That’s MC Fudgie 
Frottage offering a vivacious va¬ 
riety show at his favorite dive bar, 
The Transfer, where the drinks 
and bartenders are cheap and 
strong. The show stars local night¬ 
club royalty Pi ppi Lovestocking, 
Birdie-Bob Watt,U.B. Mackin, 
Lily LeRouge, DJ Chelsea Starr 
( Hotpants ), and others. Win a spin 
on the “Wheel of Fudge” (scary) 
for free drinks! The Transfer 
is at 198 Church and 
Market. Cover: $3-$5 
suggested dona¬ 
tion, benefit for 
PAWS. 

A San 
Francisco 
red-letter 
date is the 
biannual 
Black & 

White Ball, 
the nation’s 
biggest 
black-tie 

fundraiser, just 
around the corner 
on June 11. Now 
comes news that 
San Francisco Sym¬ 
phony has added to the ros¬ 
ter that consummate Queen of 
Rhythm 8c Blues, Patti LaBelle, 
known far and wide for her “New 
Attitude.” Tickets for the Black & 
White Ball are $200 general ad¬ 
mission; group sales of 10 or more 
are $150. Call the Symphony Box 
Office at (415) 864-6000 or visit 


Long island story 

It all began innocently enough, 
one sultry SF evening when Out 
There popped into a press party 
thrown by visiting players from 
the Maui Travelers Bureau, held in 
a nice suite of rooms at the Pan- 
Pacific Hotel downtown. After 25 
years of living in the Gay Area, OT 
has never ever been to Hawaii, and 
we’ve always thought that state of 
affairs a darned shame. 

The good folks from Maui had 
brought a veritable feast with 
them, plus their own chef, and au¬ 
thentic decor and island ambi¬ 
ence. What’s more, they brought 
music, and proceeded to dance 
authentic hula dances. We were 
eating tropical fruit, flirting with 
islanders, having a high old time. 

The party was packed full of 
travel writers from Conde Nast 
publications and city magazines, 
many of them old hands at travel¬ 
ing the South Pacific. Call them 
Bali Ha’i-os. We were chatting 
with a press agent who was tanta¬ 
lizing us with talk of putting to¬ 
gether an Asian trip when the 
crowd was shushed because the 
lucky winner of the grand prize 
was going to be announced. 
Everyone had tossed their busi¬ 
ness cards into a glass fishbowl 
upon arrival, and now our host 
reached down deep into the bowl 
and drew out ours. 

Your gay uncle Out There was 
more than a little bit plucked, as 
no one in our family has ever won 
anything, least of all a week for two 
in Maui with luxury hotels, cars, 
boats and aeroplanes all paid up. 
For the rest of the party, magazine 
writers kept coming up to us and 
declaring, “I hate you!” In jest. Sort 
next page ► 


Patti LaBelle, coming soon to the 
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Blonde is as blonde does 

Robert Red ford and Barbra Streisand 
in 1 The Way We Were' at the Castro 


by David Lamble 


I n The Way We Were, Hubbell is 
perched, drunkenly asleep, on 
a barstool in the middle of a 
private party for soldiers and 
sailors during WWII. Hubbell is 
Robert Redford, his own very 
blonde planet, in a very close orbit 
to a very strange planet, Katie, the 
sometimes strident, sometimes 
achingly vulnerable left-wing agi¬ 
tator (a very archaic term that 
seems to fit here) played by Barbra 
Streisand. 

Redford was on a hot streak in 
1973, and his pal, director Sydney 
Pollack, had to do a lot of plead¬ 
ing to get Redford to agree to be a 
big, blonde, goy boy-toy in a 
movie that obviously belonged to 
Streisand’s character. Hubbell and 
Katie have a most improbable ro¬ 
mantic fling that stretches from 
the Spanish Civil War to the Mc¬ 
Carthy witchhunt days of the 
mid-’50s. We never for a moment 
believe these two are right for each 
other. In a telling scene, Redford 
cuts in on Streisand, partnered 
with a very callow-looking James 
Woods (it was Woods’ first screen 
role) at a student dance, flaunts 
his ability to steal the girl from 
Woods — who looks as if he has 
either a bad case of indigestion or 
possibly sees an entire bleak ro¬ 
mantic-movie future laid out in 
front of him — and then walks 
out of her life for seven years. 

Time passes very oddly in this 
movie. On the DVD, director Pol¬ 
lack takes a great deal of time ex¬ 
plaining the unusual flashback 
structure that kicks off the film 
and leads to Hubbell’s precarious 
perch on that barstool. This, in 
turn, leads to a very improbable 
first night of sex between Hubbell 
and Katie — improbable, that is. 



Big blonde, goy boy-toy: available? 


unless you’re a gay screenwriter, 
like Arthur Laurents, recalling a 
heavenly night with a never-to-be- 
seen-again hunk. 

Unkindest cuts 

In the film, Hubbell screws 
Katie without realizing it’s Katie. 
Behind the scenes, it was Laurents 
and Streisand who got screwed, 
with script revisions and scene 
cuts made to boost Redford’s 
character and to gut the film’s 
original portrayal of the Holly¬ 
wood blacklist. Three decades 
later, Laurents and Streisand are 
still pissed, and Pollock devotes 
most of his director’s commentary 
to explaining and apologizing for 
the excisions. Is Pollock really 
sorry? Well, as Scooby says at the 
end of Storytelling, “The film’s a 
hit.” Pollock explains that an early 
San Francisco preview audience 
had been with the picture until a 
point in the third act, when the 
political story threatened to up¬ 
stage the final Hubbell/Katie split. 


With that guy-in-charge smile of 
his, Pollack explains how the cuts 
were made crudely with scissors, 
and that the next night’s audience 
swooned with delight, never miss¬ 
ing the complex depiction of loy¬ 
alty and betrayal that was cut, 
along with huge chunks of perfor¬ 
mances by Murray Hamilton and 
Viveca Lindfors. 



Still quite pissed about scene cuts. 


The Way We Were marked the 
only time Redford and Streisand 
got in a lovers’ clinch, the begin¬ 
ning of Redford’s phase as a big- 
screen lover. Pauline Kael charac¬ 
teristically saluted his new role, 
“It’s good to see Redford with a 
woman again after all that flirting 
with Paul Newman!” This was also 
the beginning of Streisand’s phase 
of assuming behind-the-camera 
control of her screen projects — 
oh, my man, indeed! 

In a new print struck for the 
occasion, The Way We Were will 
charm on the Castro Theatre’s big 
screen, May 21-23. T 


Out There 

A previous page 

of. We went home with a golden 
pineapple, a kona-nut necklace, 
and armfuls of press kits. 

So that’s where we’re off to, a 
prize truly worthy of puzzlement. 
Just like the winners on game 
shows, we’ll have to pay tax on the 
trip’s value, while we don’t pay tax 
on press trips. The tourism bu¬ 
reau doesn’t necessarily expect us 
to write about our travels, except 
of course they do. Is that an exis¬ 
tential conundrum, or what? We’ll 
let our accountant figure it out. 

“It was rigged!” claims our 
supportive friend J. No, some¬ 
times life is just like that, and the 
same Fates that blow tropical 
breezes our way have also, on oc¬ 
casion, shat. 

Packing light 

As usual, our knapsack is un¬ 
derpacked with clothes, over¬ 
packed with books. We’re taking 
along the new paperback edition 
of Angus Wilson’s 1956 novel 
Anglo-Saxon Attitudes (NYRB, 
$14.95), with an introduction by 



contemporary novelist Jane Smi¬ 
ley. Wilson’s first novel in ’52, 
Hemlock and After, was one of the 
first in English to depict homo¬ 
sexual relationships and the gay 
streetlife of London. His canvas in 
Attitudes is as broad as British so¬ 
ciety, but the cast includes some 
recognizably gay characters. 

“Vin stared at Frank like a 
young ruminating cow, then he 
held out the box of chocolates. 


‘Have one,’ he said. ‘They’re mar¬ 
velous.’ His pronunciation of the 
word was like a mixture of a small 
boy’s and a Kensington hostess’s. 
‘You know why I’m just a waiter as 
well as I do. Because I don’t want 
to get mixed up with the police 
again. If I liked to troll the ’Dilly 
like Larrie, I could live as grand as 
Madame de Pompadour, or 
pretty near.’ He got up lazily and 
stretched his arms. ‘I don’t know 
what’s the good of being good,’ he 
said in a Shirley Temple simper.” 

Wilson toiled in the British 
Museum Reading Room before 
his literary career took off, so it’s 
somehow perfect that it’s a cadre 
of scheming scholars who set the 
plot in motion. At the center of 
the novel’s back story is an ob¬ 
scene idol, a Priapic pater, found 
in the coffin of a seventh-century 
bishop during an archeological 
dig — actually an elaborate, suc¬ 
cessful hoax, about to be exposed 
by a Professor Emeritus. All Atti¬ 
tudes (the title is a pun lifted 
from Through the Looking-Glass ) 
are examined in this darkly glori¬ 
ous satire. We’ll eat it right up, 
along with the poi. Aloha for 
now. ▼ 
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Written k Directed by John Fisher • Mike Zimmerman, Honorary Producer 
“A Delight! Pure Fun!'* SStiSusical ‘Exuberantly Funny!" 
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THEATRE RHINOCEROS 
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“She packs more emotion into one word than most 
singers find in a lifetime." — Newsweek 
The New York Times has compared her to a young 
Barbra Streisand and USA Today likened her to a 
young Judy Garland. Four-time Tony Award winner 
Audra McDonald delights audiences with her electrify¬ 
ing lyric soprano voice, charismatic stage presence, 
and dazzling range stretching from low and bluesy 
to richly operatic. She performs selections from her 
repertoire of musicals old and new, and original songs 
by up-and-coming composers. 


ORDER NOW FOR THE BEST SEATS! 


Order Online 
calperfs.berkeley.edu 



Charge by Phone 
510 . 642.9988 

10 am - 5:30 pm, Tue-Frt 
1 pm - 5 pm, Sat-Sun 

Season Sponsors: 
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Wishing upon a sitar 


Legendary master Ravi Shankar plays War Memorial Opera House 


by Philip Campbell 


ast meets West everyday in 
cosmopolitan San Francis¬ 
co. Over in “Culture Alley” 
last week on the Rue de Van Ness, 
two fine examples of the best of 
both musical worlds delighted lo¬ 
cals who savor the taste of diversi¬ 
ty- 

Legendary sitar master Ravi 
Shankar — sage, womanizer, vir¬ 
tual founder of the World Music 
industry and teacher of the Beatles 
— appeared before a sold-out War 
Memorial Opera House for the 
SFJazz Festival audience last 
Thursday. He got a standing ova¬ 


tion before he started, and this 
was one time I could happily rise 
with respect and emotional grati¬ 
tude. 

The raga is the classical music 
of India, and Shankar has been a 
leader in bringing it to the West. 
The melismatic opening strains of 
any characteristic piece are, by 
now, instantly recognizable to our 
ears. What follows is essentially a 
predetermined rhythmic pattern 
overlaid by improvisation. 

Not unlike modern jazz, actu¬ 
ally, and the reason why Shankar’s 
place on the program for SFJazz 
Fest’s spring roster didn’t appear 
incongruous. Even the great John 
Coltrane named his son Ravi! 




don't if on think, you've waited long enough? 


Fridays 
The test Djs 
spin the latest 
in Latin. Hip-Pop 
& House music. 

Free 

Before 10pm 
with Ad. 

21 + Over 
ID Required. 


’Pass not mild for special exeats. 



Saturdays 

Cumbia. 


Norteha 
& Pop. 

Mufoiept show 
with special past* 


The Ail NEW Bench and Bar 
2111 Franklin St. # 21st. Street. 
Oakland, Ca 94612 (510)444-2266 
www.beneh-and-bar.com 



This visit (and I sincerely hope 
it wasn’t a farewell tour), Shankar 
at 85 appeared with his own child, 
daughter Anoushka. She has taken 
the mantle of master from her fa¬ 
ther with grace and astonishing 
ability. If papa can’t make runs or 
individual notes as quickly as be¬ 
fore, she takes up the slack with 
admirable discretion and subtlety. 

The opening late-night raga 
was slow and sensual, building 
with an almost erotic intensity to 
a concluding section that was 
filled with sensuous mystery and 
nostalgic introspection. 

Speaking with a wavering 
voice, but still playing in a youth¬ 
fully erect lotus position, Shankar 
introduced the pieces with the 
briefest outline of what structure 
would be employed. The quick 
flights of ecstasy and deep medi¬ 
tation were the artist’s own inven¬ 
tion. 

After an evening with the ven¬ 
erable Shankar and company, es¬ 
pecially within the hallowed walls 
of the Opera House, an enlight¬ 
ened crowd of fans and converts 
left for home feeling elevated and 
revitalized; as Cole Porter said in 
High Society, “Now, that’s jazz.” 

New West 

The following night, just across 
Grove Street at Davies Hall, the 
San Francisco Symphony and re- 



Shankar, founder of World Music. 


turning guest conductor David 
Robertson were putting on a con¬ 
cert that couldn’t have proved a 
better example of modern West¬ 
ern music. 

When I say Western music, I 
don’t mean the Hank Williams 
kind. I’m talking about Manhat¬ 
tan and the nervous, exciting and 
tumultuous world of the late ’40s, 
when young Leonard Bernstein 


was storming the citadel and 
bringing popular music into the 
concert hall. 

The Symphony No. 2, called 
The Age of Anxiety after W.H. 
Auden’s massive poem, premiered 
in 1949 at a time when Bernstein 
couldn’t have been more fired up. 
He based his work loosely on the 
scenario of Auden’s poem. Three 
men and a woman spend a night 
partying, only to find loneliness 
and alienation. 

Bernstein later revised the 
work to keep the piano soloist ac¬ 
tive through the final movement, 
and to punch up the ending with 
one of his characteristically mov¬ 
ing anthems of hope (think the fi¬ 
nale of Candide ). 

Always a musical magpie, the 
composer was less obviously crib¬ 
bing tunes or ideas in the early 
works, and the Symphony No. 2 
actually shows the seeds of his 
own genius which would later ap¬ 
pear brilliantly in masterpieces 
like On the Town, Wonderful Town 
or West Side Story. 

The important piano role, kind 
of a one-person Greek chorus, has 
been essayed here twice before by 
the orchestra’s principal key¬ 
boardist Robin Sutherland — to 
especially thrilling effect a few 
years back with Michael Tilson 
Thomas conducting. 

page 39 ► 


A ‘Screw’ done right 

Britten's 'Turn of the Screw' out on DVD 


by Tim Pfaff 


he masterful, spellbinding 
new DVD of Benjamin Brit¬ 
ten’s The Turn of the Screw 
(BBC Opus Arte) goes a long way 
to tip the balance toward filmed 
versions as the preferred ways to 
record opera on video. While 
opera-lovers are famously willing 
to overlook the crudest close-ups 
of their favorite singers in videos 
of live performances in exchange 
for the heat of the onstage mo¬ 
ment, this visually as well as musi¬ 
cally stunning filmed version of 
Britten’s 1954 chamber opera 
proves beyond a doubt that it 
doesn’t always take an audience to 
get performances of the top cal¬ 
iber from musicians. 

Most film versions of opera 
have failed because of their direc¬ 
tors’ inability to bridge the two 
media without making both the 
singers and the operatic situations 
look fake or otherwise out of 
synch. Director Katie Mitchell, de¬ 
signer Alison Chitty, and director 
of photography Nick Morris have 
made a film of the opera that 
brings the score to vivid life with¬ 
out a single gratuitous shot. 
Everything this ace team does 
adds to the cumulative effect of 
this relentlessly tense opera with¬ 
out once pre-empting its purely 
musical substance. 

The only ground this exem¬ 
plary production doesn’t break is 
proposing a “once-and-for-all” 
unpacking of the sexual mystery 
at the center of the opera (and, for 
that matter, the Henry James 
novella on which it is based). 
Leaving the ambiguity is further 
to its credit. While James and Brit¬ 
ten, both gay, left ample evidence 
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that they saw the relationship be¬ 
tween the young boy Miles and his 
one-time guardian Peter Quint 
(dead, but all the more present as 
a ghost) as sexual — that is, ho¬ 
mosexual, and pedophilic — in 
nature, neither spells it out in the 
way their counterparts in our cen¬ 
tury would have to. 

“That this ‘reluctant homosex¬ 
ual’ [Britten] should see life from 
the vantage point of a knowing in¬ 
nocent caught between a threat¬ 
ening lover and stifling mother- 
figure is perhaps too down-to- 
earth for the rarified atmosphere 
of James, and ultimately too re¬ 
ductive in general,” wrote the late 
Philip Brett, Britten scholar 
supreme and a prime mover in 
gay music criticism, in his indis¬ 
pensable notes to the equally su¬ 
perb Virgin Classic CD of Screw. 
“But it is preferable to a reading 
that sacrifices the composer to the 
abstraction of his score.” This pro¬ 
duction heeds Brett’s counsel, 
with no loss of power or sense of 
evasion. 


Mark Padmore, who gets the 
first words as the anonymous nar¬ 
rator, becomes a Peter Quint of 
suave, seething menace, but no 
common, unctuous pedophile. 
Lisa Milne as the Governess dis¬ 
patched to take care of Miles and 
his sister Flora at their English 
countryside estate (which pro¬ 
vides some of the DVD’s richest, 
eeriest images without compro¬ 
mising its essential claustropho¬ 
bia) dominates the production — 
as a good Governess should — 
both with her sympathetic per¬ 
formance and with breasts so im¬ 
posing they almost become char¬ 
acters on their own. The impres¬ 
sion they make on the camera 
makes you wonder how stifling 
Nicholas Kirby Johnson’s Miles 
finds them. 

Britten turned the screw on 
James’ already taut tale, which al¬ 
ready wastes not a word. Tom Sut- 
fliffe’s excellent DVD notes, which 
directly address the gay issues, say 
that Britten (Brett says his libret¬ 
tist, Myfanwy Piper) added to 
James a line from Yeats, “The cer¬ 
emony of innocence is drowned.” 
Water is everywhere in the words, 
music, and film images, and 
drown in it innocence decisively 
does in this reading of almost un¬ 
bearably mounting tension. 

The film allows the singers not 
to look like they’re singing when 
they’re expressing their private 
thoughts. What’s as gratifying is 
how well the production team gets 
the interactions among characters 
right. Then, the singing looks so 
natural it feels unsung, like con¬ 
versation. 

In a uniformly fine cast, Catrin 
Wyn Davies sings a Miss Jessel, 
Quint’s fellow ghost and victim, of 

next page ► 
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A great guilty pleasure 

Classic camp T he Turning Point' on DVD 


by Tavo Amador 


P retentious hokum is often 
more fun than a master¬ 
piece. Herbert Ross’ The 
Turning Point (77), starring Anne 
Bancroft as an aging ballerina and 
Shirley MacLaine as her dearest 
friend, a dancer who gave up her 
career for marriage and family, is a 
perfect example of enjoyable non¬ 
sense. It’s now available on DVD 
and is guaranteed to induce gig¬ 
gles, perhaps guffaws. 

It begins in Oklahoma City, 
where the American Ballet Com¬ 
pany (clearly, the American Ballet 
Theatre) is appearing. DeeDee 
(MacLaine), her husband and for¬ 
mer dancer, Wayne (Tom Sker- 
ritt), their three children, includ¬ 
ing Emelia (Leslie Browne) and 
Ethan (Philip Saunders), are host¬ 
ing a post-opening party for the 
company at their home. Emelia 
and Ethan study ballet at their 
parents’ school. At the theatre, 
DeeDee greets former colleagues, 
including the company’s bitchy, 
Lucia Chase-like Executive Direc¬ 
tor, Adelaide (Martha Scott). But 
the emotional highlight is 
DeeDee’s reunion with Emma 
(Bancroft), whom she hasn’t seen 
in years. Emma performs her sig¬ 
nature role, Anna Karenina, a part 
she and DeeDee had competed for 
until pregnancy forced her to 
withdraw. 

Emelia successfully auditions 
for the company. She and DeeDee 
head for New York. Emma men¬ 
tors Emelia while star dancer Yuri 
(Mikhail Baryshnikov) seduces 
her. DeeDee relives her own 
youthful dreams of fame and suc¬ 
cess, but resents Emma’s playing 
mother to Emelia. Emma, mean¬ 
while, is suffering a crise de nerfs 
over the imminent end of her ca¬ 
reer. Her married, longtime lover 
(Marshall Thompson) no longer 
offers to divorce his wife if she 
gives up dancing to wed him — 
she has turned him down too 
often in the past. When he asks if 
she wants him to hang around, 
she nods. “Might as well finish the 
season.” 

Dancing in the opening night 
gala, Emelia shines and Emma tri¬ 
umphs, but DeeDee remains con¬ 
flicted. At the post-performance 
reception, Emma kneels before 
Emelia, earning thunderous ap¬ 
plause but further angering 
DeeDee. Then Adelaide brutally 
asks Emma to stage Sleeping Beau¬ 
ty the following season, signaling 
that her prima ballerina reign is 
over. Devastated, Emma flees to 
the bar, where she finds DeeDee. 
They engage in a memorable ver¬ 
bal, then physical fight, which 
ends outside Lincoln Center. 

, The script skips around homo¬ 
sexuality and ballet. Ethan loves 
baseball as much as dance, prov- 


TURNING 
* POINT 


ing he’s really a “normal” boy. 
Emma says DeeDee married 
Wayne to prove he wasn’t “queer” 
— used pejoratively. Later, 
DeeDee confesses that to Wayne, 
who says he knew, adding that he 
married her to establish his het¬ 
erosexuality! These howlers were 
written by the gay Arthur Lau¬ 
rents, who should have known 
better. 

But nothing is as hilarious as 
Bancroft’s performance. She’s seen 
having just danced, about to 
dance, ready to rehearse, just com¬ 
pleting rehearsal, but never actu¬ 
ally performing. She periodically 
strikes ballet poses — from the 
waist up. Her longueurs are a hoot. 
Her sighs could be heard in the 
back row of the last balcony of the 
Metropolitan Opera House. As 
she laments her lonely future, she 
does everything but grab her tem¬ 
ples and moan, “God! The pain of 
it all!” Occasionally, Bancroft’s na¬ 
tive Bronx accent slips through 
her grand Theatah speak. Such 
campy emoting from an accom¬ 
plished actress is riveting and was 
rewarded. Bancroft was named 
best actress by the National Board 
of Review and nominated for a 
Golden Globe and an Oscar. 

Train tracks 

By comparison, MacLaine, 
who also got an Oscar nod, is re¬ 
strained, despite being burdened 
by often inane dialogue. Poor 
DeeDee finally asks Emma if she 
was good enough to professional¬ 
ly threaten her. Emma ruefully ad¬ 
mits she was, and concedes she 
would have done anything, in¬ 
cluding manipulating DeeDee 
into having Wayne’s baby, to cre¬ 
ate Anna Karenina. Just why 
DeeDee waited so long to ask this 
critical question is never articulat¬ 
ed. Fortunately, neither actress re¬ 
cites Robert Frost’s “The Road 
Not Taken,” nor do we see Anna 
Karenina performed — how 
would the finale be staged? 
MacLaine delivers the film’s 
bitchiest line with deadly preci¬ 
sion. When Emma brags, “I 
danced better tonight than I have 
in years,” DeeDee retorts, “So I 
heard” 


Turn of Screw 

M previous page 

frightening vocal power and 
focus. Padmore shows that he’s as 
good a Britten tenor as we have, 
with all the requisite qualities -— 
that austere, heady, text-centered 
sound that seems placed smack 
behind the eyeballs — plus un- 
apologetically beautiful singing 
tone. Milne is so deeply invested 
in her character you almost forget 
to notice how fine-grained and as¬ 
sured her singing is — until she 
lets the verses of Miles’ desperate¬ 


ly sad “Malo” song, as the child 
dies in her arms, tear your heart 
out. She nails you to what’s left of 
your sanity with them. 

Even more than Milnes’ 
breasts, every player in The City of 
London Sinfonia, under Richard 
Hickox, should be listed in the cast 
of this astonishingly detailed real¬ 
ization of the score. The playing, 
especially the harp’s and piano’s, is 
masterful, pointed and chilling. 

This DVD is as perfect as The 
Turn of the Screw is a perfect 
opera. There could be no better 
model for all future film realiza¬ 
tions of opera. ▼ 


New York City Ballet’s Leslie 
Browne is charming as Emelia, 
earning a Best Supporting Actress 
Academy Award nomination. 
Baryshnikov also got a nomina¬ 
tion, although as an actor he does 
little except look hot, bed balleri¬ 
nas, and assure viewers of his het¬ 
erosexuality. Scott is superb as 
Adelaide, obsessed with rich 
donors while treating dancers as 
transitory annoyances needed by 
a ballet company. Skerritt is fine in 
the thankless role of Wayne. 
Daniel Evans is a high-strung, 
presumably gay choreographer, 
and James Mitchell plays the “dis¬ 
creetly” gay Artistic Director. The 
legendary Russian prima ballerina 
Alexandra Danilova is appealing 
as Madame Dahkarova, a ballet 
teacher. 

The sensational dancing re¬ 
deems much. Ross and his Execu¬ 
tive Producer wife, the celebrated 
ballerina Nora Kaye, capture the 
excitement of ballet. Baryshnikov, 
dancing scenes from Giselle and Le 
Corsair, among others, is breath¬ 
taking. Browne is brilliant. Others 
making fleeting but memorable 
appearances are Fernando Bu- 
jones, Suzanne Farrell, Peter Mar¬ 
tins, Marcia Hayden, Martine van 
Hamel, and the lovely Antoinette 
Sibley. 

The Turning Point garnered 11 
Oscar nominations, including Best 
Picture, Director, and Screenplay, 
but won none. It was also a box- 
office hit. Twenty-eight years later, 
it’s a classic guilty pleasure. ▼ 
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Invite you and a guest to attend any showing 
(Monday through Thursday) of Gregg Araki's new film.. 


"Humane, sensitive, 
DISARMINGLY FUNNY. , 

Features a remarkably 
poised performance by 
Joseph Gordon-Levitt.” 



at Landmark's CLAY Theatre in San Francisco, Landmark's 
CALIFORNIA in Berkeley and at a CAMERA Cinema in San Jose 


Simply send in a SASE and include an essay 
(minimum of 100 words} of the most MYSTERIOUS experience you 
have ever had. The most creative entries will win a pair of tickets 
to see the film. In addition, 10 lucky winners will receive the novel 
MYSTERIOUS SKIN written by Scott Heim. 

Mail to: 

"Mysterious Skin" Essay Contest 

e/o Castrobear Presents 
5?4 Castro Street #274 
San Francisco, CA 94114 

All entries must be received by Friday, May 27. 


No purchase necessary. One pass per person/househoid, no exceptions. Passes ate good fot two people during 
the run-of-engagement at the listed theatres. Quantities ate limited. Employees ot agents of participating 
sponsors are not eligible. Passes and prizes will be distributed to winners by mail. 





Joseph Jennings, 
Director 


Tuesday 
May 17,2005 
8:00 PM 

Sunday 
May 22,2005 
4:00 PM 


Featuring works of Brahms, 

Charpentier, Tavener, 
and more. 

Tickets available at Admission: $20 

A Different Light Bookstore, (student discount 
on the Web at ggmc.org, available) 

or at the door. 


Mission Dolores Basilica 
3321 Dolores Seat 16th 
San Francisco 
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Farewell to Liberty Avenue 

Gay soap 'Queer as Folk' prepares for its final bow 


by David Nahmod 

A fter five seasons of com¬ 
pelling drama, the first time 
in TV history that queers 
have headlined a continuing 
drama, Showtime’s Queer as Folk 
prepares to air its fifth and final 
season. 

This will no doubt surprise 
QAFs legions of fans. They may 
be more surprised to learn that 
Showtime was more than willing 
to continue with the show. It was 
the producers who decided it was 
time to move on. 

Says co-executive producer 
Daniel Lipman, “We didn’t pull 
the plug on the show. The show 
was always designed to run for five 
years. That was our goal. Queer as 
Folk came out like a comet, burn¬ 
ing bright and hot. We wanted to 
maintain that, keep it challenging, 
honest, brave, outrageous, sexual 
and definitely not politically cor¬ 
rect. We never wanted it to lose its 
edge.” 



The cast of Queer as Folk: 'challenging, honest, brave, outrageous, sexual and definitely not politically correct/ 


1 





BOOTS 


QAF isn’t just a show about 
buffed, pretty boys dancing the 
night away at Babylon. At heart, 
it’s a saga about a close-knit group 
of gay friends getting through life 
in the rather conservative town of 
Pittsburgh, PA. 

Many of the issues we face here 
in the Bay Area were faced by our 
new friends on Liberty Ave.: on- 
the-job homophobia, gay bashing, 
HIV, drug abuse, starting alterna¬ 
tive families, career choices and 
changes, and yes, break-ups. QAF 
presents these issues with nary a 
false note. Our friends always 
know they can stop by the diner 
for a cup of java and some words 



132 WEST STREET IN DOWNTOWN RENO 
(77S) 329-2878 SSTflRSALOON.COM 


The hideaway you 3 re looking for 

Dinner & Weekend Brunch 4123 24 th St. at Castro 
285-5598 call for hours 



W 18+ Discreetly billed to Visa/MasterCard 

1 - 900 - 825-4500 


of wisdom from Debbie (Sharon 
Gless), the somewhat outrageous 
but queer-loving mother we all 
wished we’d had. 

The characters actually grew as 
the show progressed. Michael 
(Hal Sparks) began as an imma¬ 
ture, closeted man-child. He’s now 
happily married in Canada to the 
HIV-positive Ben (Robert Gant). 
The two have adopted a teenage, 
HIV-positive hustler, and are rais¬ 
ing him as their own son. 

Brian (Gale Harold) began as a 
drug-abusing creep who slept 
with everyone in sight, then dis¬ 
carded them, like yesterday’s stale 
bread. Then he met the beautiful, 
young, naive Justin (Randy Harri¬ 
son). Brian taught Justin how to 
party and how to go after his 
dreams. Justin taught Brian how 
to love. 

Five years ago, Melanie and 
Lindsay (Michelle Clunie, Thea 
Gill) were the picture of stability 
on Liberty Avenue. They were two 
career women with a nice house 
and a son. Now they are a former 
couple involved in a nasty custody 
battle. 


As years pass, things and peo¬ 
ple change. For the first time in 
TV history, a show had the 
courage to present these changes 
from a gay and lesbian point of 
view. 

Vision thing 

“We’re very proud of QAF,” 
says Lipman. “We, the producers, 
stayed with the show for its entire 
run, to maintain our vision. I be¬ 
lieve we did. But we didn’t want 
the show to dribble on and on for 
10 years, for people to get bored. 
We completed the story we set out 
to do.” 

So what can viewers expect 
from this senior year? The folks on 
Liberty Ave. continue to deal with 
new challenges. Debbie now has a 
man in her life, and contemplates 
giving up her job at the diner. 
Debbie’s man, Det. Carl Horvath, 
may have shown the most growth 
of all. When first seen, he was a 
homophobic cop, making snide 
remarks as he investigated the 
murder of a young gay man. But 
the brash Debbie “explained” 
things to him. Carl fell in love 


with Debbie and learned a lot 
about her community. In a mov¬ 
ing scene early in the final season, 
Carl reaches out to Emmett (Peter 
Paige) in friendship. 

Justin is back in town after a 
failed foray to Hollywood. Brian, 
now a successful businessman, is 
the new proud owner of Babylon, 
the club where he had some of his 
best times. Former porn star Em¬ 
mett has a new on-camera career, 
as Channel 5’s Queer Guy! 

In the saddest story of all, 
Michael, Melanie and Lindsay are 
fighting over the child Michael fa¬ 
thered with Melanie. Early in the 
season, feelings are deeply hurt as 
the various parties use whatever 
ammunition they can to win their 
case. How it will all be resolved re¬ 
mains to be seen. 

The season’s delightful surprise 
will be a new character introduced 
in the third episode. Look for a 
very famous lesbian to begin serv¬ 
ing up burgers at the diner! 

As QAF prepares to wind 
down, we might wonder how the 
actors felt about the experience. 
Scott Lowell, who played the co¬ 
dependent, lonely Ted, sums it up 
this way: “The show has made me 
feel more comfortable being a 
man. Just as the characters were 
boys at the start, so was I in a way. 
Careerwise, the impact remains to 
be seen, but the visibility has 
given me the opportunity to 
speak out and support a number 
of wonderful causes important to 
the gay community and the 
world.” 

Will there be any QAF reunion 
movies? 

Says Lowell, with a chuckle: 
“Would it be shot in Hawaii?” ▼ 


Queer as Folk new episodes 
begin Sunday, May 22,10 p.m. 
on Showtime network. 


He wanted to 
take his boyfriend 

1 Prom Queen / on DVD , is 
based on a true Canadian story 


by David Lamble 


T here’s a lot to be said for the 
now-on-DVD film Prom 
Queen, a fictionalized ver¬ 
sion of the story of 17-year-old 
Marc Hall, who in May 2002 be¬ 
came the Canadian poster-boy 
for the right to take your 
boyfriend to your school prom. 
As portrayed by TV star Aaron 
Ashmore, Marc emerges as a 
brash, blue-haired jokester, a 
kind of natural teen leader whose 
crusade just happens to be gay. 
Prom Queens director John L’E- 
cuyer and screenwriter Kent 
Staines do a good job of posi¬ 
tioning the story within the fold 
of a partially assimilated French- 
Canadian family. The father, an 
auto-worker (Quebec film actor 
Paul Zabrinski), and the mother, 
a housewife (Marie Tifo), have 
quietly accepted their son’s ho¬ 
mosexuality, but now the CBC 
has reporters parked outside their 



door, and their lives will never be 
the same. 

The question that always aris¬ 
es with a film “based on a true 
story” is, Just who were these 
people before Eyewitness News 
reinvented them for TV? Includ¬ 
ed in the DVD package is an in¬ 
dependent documentary, “the 


true story starring the real Marc 
Hall.” It’s not clear whether this 
feisty little film, whose crew hung 
out with the Halls from the day 
the story broke, is played in its 
entirety, but the 17 minutes we 
do see is revealing. 

The “real” Marc Hall comes 
off as a well-groomed, slender 
boy whose personality is still ric¬ 
ocheting along his own Richter 
Scale. Is he demurely passive, or 
more insidio.usly passive/aggres- 
sive, a shy boy or an embryonic 
“pushy bottom?” The true Marc 
Hall appears to be that subtle mix 
of butch and fern in a male pack¬ 
age that drives real-life queer 
boys crazy, while actor Ashmore 
is giving us a more jocklike blend. 
It’s a subtle and not wholly dis¬ 
honest switch, like the difference 
in the George Mullen that 
Stephen McCauley created and 
the Hollywood version (Paul 
Rudd) in The Object of My Affec¬ 
tion. 

page 45 ► 
















































19 May 2005 BAY AREA REPORTER 35 


Male beauty in a Bacon landscape 

Daniel Craig on his starring role in crime film 'Layer Cake•' 



by David Lamble 


PJI aniel Craig had the good 
^ fortune of making one of 
those uniquely impressive 
screen debuts, in Love Is the Devil. 
As a small-time thief and very 
clumsy burglar, his character liter¬ 
ally drops through an open sky¬ 
light and into the messy studio of 
the Irish-born British painter 
Francis Bacon. Bacon is saucily 
rendered by Derek Jacobi as one 
of the great screen monsters, a 
masochist in bed, and a sadist 
most everywhere else. Before 
Craig’s George Dyer can utter a 
word, he’s greeted by an offer from 
Bacon that he will not refuse. 

“Take your clothes off, come to 
bed, and you can have whatever 
you want.” 

Eight years later, Craig’s star is 
burning even brighter than the 
ubiquitous Jude Law. He says he 
doesn’t remember all that much 
about the chaotic but brilliant 
shoot for his friend, writer/direc¬ 
tor John Maybury, that produced 
Love Is the Devil, though it’s per¬ 
haps the most painfully honest 
and brutally intimate portrait of 
male lovers ever to hit the screen. 
Sitting in a gaudy San Francisco 
hotel ballroom, it seems a bit odd 
to be discussing homosexual 
sadomasochism, even when it in¬ 
volves an artist like Bacon. 

For Craig, it was a stark warning 
of what a young man might have to 


Mambo Kings 

M Arts cover 

and New York, of the early 1950s. 
That’s the backdrop for a story of 
two brothers who leave Cuba hop¬ 
ing to ride the mambo craze to 
stardom, but who become entan¬ 
gled in romantic jealousies and 
professional battles. Arne Glimch- 
er, who directed the movie, is also 
staging the musical and providing 
lyrics for new songs composed by 
Carlos Franzetti. 

But more than any research, 
Trujillo gives credit to his family 
for instilling the Latin rhythm in 
his blood. “My family is a big, huge 
kind of dance family,” he said. “I 
grew up with salsa, mambo, 
merengue, rumba, samba, cha cha 
cha, and everything.” 

When he was 12, he moved 
with his family from Colombia to 
Canada. “I competed in salsa con¬ 
tests, and I knew I was the best 
disco dancer in high school,” he 
said. But a career in dance wasn’t 
on his radar. 

“I came to dance late, when I 
was 19,” he said. “In my first year 
at the University of Toronto, I was 
getting my degree in biochemistry, 
and then I ended up in chiroprac¬ 
tor school, and halfway through 
that I met choreographer Michael 
Peters, and he told me I needed to 
go dance. So I took his advice, and 
took a year off from school, and 
that was that.” Within three years 
he was dancing on Broadway. 

And how did his family feel 
about this change in career? “It 
was tricky,” Trujillo said. “They 
didn’t understand it. It wasn’t 
until I brought them to New York 
to watch me in Jerome Robbins’ 
Broadway that they kind of got it. 
And then with my second show, 
Guys and Dolls, they really got it. 
And they knew I was never going 
back to school.” 

Trujillo said, “It’s more chal¬ 


do to pursue the art of film-acting. 
“Originally, Malcolm McDowell 
was going to play Francis Bacon, 
but he dropped out for personal 
reasons, and thankfully, Derek took 
the job on. There was very little 
challenge to the part because John’s 
such a wonderful director to work 
with, apart from when he decided 
that I should be a ‘flayed figure’ on 
a diving board. Don’t ask me why, 
because he’s an artist, whatever, but 
I had to be covered in surgical ad¬ 
hesive for 12 hours, and I had to 
walk around on the set, naked, in 


lenging being gay in a Latin cul¬ 
ture than being a gay in an Anglo- 
Saxon culture. But my parents 
never said, ‘Oh, you want to 
dance. That’s a sissy sport.’ Those 
boundaries were never set for me, 
and those stereotypes were never 
whispered in my ear in any way.” 

Trujillo, partnered for 14 years, 
doesn’t find much professional rel¬ 
evance in being gay or straight. “In 
terms of my sexuality, I never think 
of it as I’m gay therefore I’m better 


surgical adhesive for 12 hours, with 
everybody promising me that the 
showers worked, and when I got 
there, at the end of the day, there’s a 
trickle of water that came out, 
which is when I kicked off and had 
a shit-fit. But what can you do — 
fucking artists!” 

I would love to get a hold of 
Daniel Craig’s high school year¬ 
book picture. I bet this Liverpool- 
raised kid never really looked 
young or callow, or scared. 
Matthew Vaughn, who directed 
Craig in Layer Cake, a smart if 


at this, or I’m not right for it, or my 
sensibilities are different. My her¬ 
itage and my sexuality never come 
into play. Maybe that’s why I’ve 
been able to break the rules as far as 
starting late and achieving some¬ 
thing really fast, because I never re¬ 
ally put a label onto who I was.” 

If All Shook Up continues its 
run, and The Mambo Kings and 
Jersey Boys stay on track, Trujillo 
will have three shows running 
concurrently on Broadway. 


darkly funny and dangerous take 
on the hierarchy of crime lords 
that control the- drug trade iji 
today’s posh Britain, says he want¬ 
ed Craig for the role of the never- 
named crime frontman because 
he didn’t think the audience 
would accept an actor who was 
close to the actual age of the char¬ 
acter in J.J. Connolly’s novel. 

Guy interrupted 

At a key point halfway through 
Layer Cake, just as we realize that we 
may never learn this bloke’s name, 
Craig’s Anonymous, sitting naked 
to the waist in a hotel room, waiting 
for a midday tryst with a lovely up¬ 
scale hooker played by Sienna 
Miller, is snatched out of his rever¬ 
ies of foreplay, and taken off blind¬ 
folded to meet a very bad man atop 
a very tall building. I noted that the 
film is very good at creating sexual 
tension and then confounding our 
expectations about just what kind 
of orgasm we’re headed for. 

Craig, who has just wittily 
apologized for flubbing the word 
“anonymously” to explain his 
character’s lack of a name 
(“bloody early in the morning”), 
comes back with a very precise de¬ 
finition of the relationship be¬ 
tween celluloid and sex. “I think 
every piece of cinema has some 
sexual tension in it. If it doesn’t 
have sexual tension in it, then it 
doesn’t exist as a piece of cinema.” 

Every Daniel Craig fan trea¬ 
sures his performance as the 


“I never expected to be hitting 
a hat trick,” he said. “You know, 
I’m not a young buck, but I sort of 
feel I’m a late bloomer. I always 
come into everything late and al¬ 
ways make the most of it.” T 


The Mambo Kings will run May 
24-June 19 at the Golden Gate 
Theatre. Tickets are $25-$85. 
Call 512-7770 or go to 
bestofbroadway-sf.com. 


randy handyman in The Mother, 
writer Hanif Kureishi and director 
Roger Mitchell’s stark but sensi¬ 
tive rendition of an affair that 
erupts between Craig’s sexy car¬ 
penter and the 65-year-old moth¬ 
er (Anne Reid) of his girlfriend. 
Craig says The Mother was a real 
challenge. “I read the script, and I 
was terrified of it. I didn’t want to 
do it. Roger insisted I come and 
talk to him, and thankfully he did. 
He could, as they say, charm the 
birds from the trees. I just said, ‘I 
don’t like any of these people, and 
I don’t see where it’s going,’ and 
Roger said, ‘Well, that’s the point.’ 

“The character I play, Roger 
just said, ‘Play yourself.’ Hanif’s 
script, it’s a subject that hasn’t 
been addressed. I hope that at 67, 
I’m fucking, I mean I really do. We 
have to get our heads around the 
fact that it’s not all going to stop 
at 60, or 70, or 80, even.” 

Craig says he’s as thrilled as 
you might expect he’d be at the 
prospect of working on a new film 
for Steven Spielberg. “I can’t talk 
about it, or they’ll break my legs,” 
he jokes, and adds that the gossip 
about his being the new James 
Bond is just that, gossip. 

Looking with his current 
blonde hairdo like the kind of 
rough but elegant British every- 
man in the mold cast by Michael 
Caine so many years ago in Alfie, 
Craig says he means to play his 
current hot hand at the movies, 
until one day he’ll be rich enough 
to afford a Francis Bacon. 

As I think of Craig now, as 1 
write this, I have to chuckle at the 
image of this very sophisticated 
actor, from my dad’s hometown, 
sitting before a roaring fireplace, 
with Francis Bacon’s “Head Sur¬ 
rounded By Sides of Beef” on the 
wall of his manor living room — 
Bacon’s most notorious canvas, 
described by critic and nun Sister 
Wendy Beckett as “this ghostly vi¬ 
sion of a screaming pope, his face 
frozen in a rictus of anguish.” 
Opens Friday. T 
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Child’s play 

Glass and company score a knock-out in 'Les Enfants Terribles' 


by Michael McDonagh 


L ove, or what we think is love, 
is a part of the game sex 
plays. And secrets can have a 
hand in it, too. This wouldn’t mat¬ 
ter if we made grown-up deci¬ 
sions. But the two principal char¬ 
acters, the spoiled rich brother 
and sister pair Paul and Elisabeth 
in Jean Cocteau’s Les Enfants Ter¬ 
ribles, don’t. They’re teenagers 
who want the world to play by the 
rules of their game, and when it 
doesn’t, destruction follows. The 
French poet-playwright-novelist- 
visual artist-director and all- 
around-provocateur always had 
magic up his sleeve. Les Enfants 
Terribles, which he first wrote as a 
novel in 1929, came out of the 
grief he felt for his lover, the ex¬ 
traordinarily gifted writer Ray¬ 
mond Radiguet, who died at 23. 
Some of this got into the character 
of Paul, as well as the boy he loves, 


Dargelos. Philip Glass’ 1996 
music/theaterwork of the same 
name is as clear and haunted as 
the original, and it’s about the 
price of obsession. As such, it 
seems a natural for the composer 
whose music is often ostinato- 
based. Though the Italian trans¬ 
lates as “obstinate,” it always im¬ 
plies obsession, and Glass’ stacked 
and staggered rhythms are a per¬ 
fect analog, and deeply psycholog¬ 
ical, too. 

His piece, which he calls a 
dance/opera/spectacle, was done 
with American choreographer 
Susan Marshall, whose work takes 
“gestures from daily life” to arrive 
at deeper meanings. This is a com¬ 
mon working method for many 
artists of her generation, and the 
American premiere of Les Enfants 
at the Brooklyn Academy of Music, 
which I attended, was full of pedes¬ 
trian actions which she made mys¬ 
terious by virtue of their ordinari¬ 
ness, as her eight dancers shad- 
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owed the four singers on stage. Not 
everyone in Cocteau’s meditation 
on fractured identity tells the truth, 
certainly not Paul’s jealous sister, 
and Marshall’s inventions made us 
see why. Though the piece was a 
complete success in the theatre 
(and a sexy one, too, with everyone 
in silk dressing gowns and undies), 
heard here just as music with 
singers it’s every bit as successful, 
so fully has Glass imagined 
Cocteau’s world as sound. 

This is equally true of the other 
two installments in his Cocteau 
trilogy: Orphee (’92), based on the 
auteur’s ’50 film of the same name, 
and La Belle et la Bete (’84), in 
which he removed Auric’s original 
film score and replaced it with 
music of his own invention sung 
by live singers interacting with 
their screen characters. Each of the 
three pieces has a distinct sound, 
the first for chamber orchestra, the 
second for Glass’ ensemble of am¬ 
plified winds and keyboards, and 
this for three pianos. The staged 
version, for reasons of economy, 


was for three digital pianos. But 
Glass’ music director Michael 
Riesman says the composer was 
inspired to write for this comple¬ 
ment when he heard how great 
acoustic pianos sounded when 
they used them in Palermo, Sicily 
when touring Belle. 

We get three nine-foot grands 
here — a Yamaha and two Bald¬ 
wins — for which Riesman says 
he used “a fair amount of digital 
compression to make them sound 
as big as they do.” The percussive 
nature of much of the writing re¬ 
calls but doesn’t sound like 
Stravinsky’s dance opera Les Noces 
(T7), and it’s suitably raw, driving, 
or whisper-soft, as played here by 
Glass, Nelson Padgett and Eleanor 
Sandresky under conductor Karen 
Kamensek. The script, in French, 
is a model of economy — noth¬ 
ing’s there that doesn’t tell us 
something about the characters 
and their psychology. 

Grand finale 

Glass’ vocal-writing has the 
character of heightened speech, 
and his singers, all veterans of the 
first production, are up to his de¬ 
mands. Soprano Christine 
Arand’s Lise is a bit more sympa¬ 
thetic than the one in the book 
and Melville’s film of it, but her 
high-lying tessitura is suitably ner¬ 
vous and duplicitous, and she’s 
frenetic and grand in her final 
moment. Bass-baritone Philip 
Cutlip’s Paul occupies his middle 
register, as does a lot of mezzo Va¬ 


lerie Komar’s Agathe, whom Lise 
plots against; she also sings Darge¬ 
los. Cutlip gives a superlative per¬ 
formance — focused, well-modu¬ 
lated, rock-solid in pitch and 
rhythm — plus he’s a looker. 
Komar is equally impressive, as is 
tenor Hal Cazalet as the narrator, 
in English, and as Paul’s quite- 
smitten-with-him friend, Gerard. 

Paul persists in loving the bully 
Dargelos, who’s literally wounded 
him with a snowball. Cocteau puts 
it this way: “It was the worse for 
him [Paul] because he was con¬ 
demned to love without fore¬ 
warning of love’s nature.” All his 
characters pass through its fire. 
These Children of The Game 
seem to bear out Pascal’s pensee, 
“The heart has reasons of which 
reason itself knows nothing.” 
Their emotions are foregrounded, 
but the whys and wherefores re¬ 
main murky, as in life. 

Les Enfants haunts the mind 
and ear. It understands what can’t 
be said: “a private bell,” as Tristan 
Tzara said, “for inexplicable 
needs.” Easily one of Glass’ great¬ 
est pieces, from an artist who fre¬ 
quently delivers masterpieces. His 
newish label Orange Mountain 
Music is also releasing his ’04 
Athens Olympic piece Orion in 
July, with The Voyage due in No¬ 
vember. His finest advocate, Den¬ 
nis Russell Davies, conducts the 
world premiere of Waiting for the 
Barbarians, to Christopher 
Hampton’s script, at the Erfurt 
Opera, this September 10. ▼ 


Passing the 
Rachmaninov test 

Three pianists try their hands 
at the Second Piano Sonata 


by Tim Pfaff 


I t was only a matter of time 
until three record companies 
released new recordings of the 
same work simultaneously. You’d 
hardly know that Rachmaninov’s 
Second Piano Sonata, Op. 36, was 
the same piece from the interpre¬ 
tations it receives from Olga Kern 
(Harmonia Mundi), Helene Gri- 
maud (DG), and Simon Trpceski 
(EMI), but that’s not something 
that would have bothered Rach¬ 
maninov and so shouldn’t us. 

Newcomers to the piece — 
particularly those without the ex¬ 
plosive performance of Horowitz 
(RCA) in their aural memory 
banks — would do well to begin 
with Kern’s. Her interpretation 
lays out the notes like a CD-ROM 
program showing you the score as 
you listen. Everything is right 
where it belongs in this unosten¬ 
tatious, thoughtful account of the 
piece. Her CD as a whole — which 
includes a bevy of smaller Russian 
works (including a matter-of-fact 
Balakirev “Islamey,” which no 
longer separates virtuosos from 
the rest of the pack now that you 
can hardly avoid it) — shows that 
Kern is rapidly becoming an artist 
of some depth and maturity. Still, 
what follows the Sonata — partic¬ 
ularly the fine “Elegie” from Rach¬ 



maninov’s Morceaux de fantasie, 
Op. 3 — indicates that Kern might 
have been wiser to leave her Sec¬ 
ond Sonata in the cask longer be¬ 
fore corking it. In its 1931 revised 
version (which all three pianists 
play, more or less), it’s one of the 
composer’s most substantive and 
concentrated piano works, and 
there’s something almost facile 
about Kern’s reading of this infa¬ 
mous bear of a composition that’s 
ultimately disappointing. 

She’s still more impressive than 
interesting. The big figure that cas¬ 
cades down the keyboard at the out¬ 
set of the work and turns into a 
motif throughout is dispatched with 
zipper-like efficiency and the sterili¬ 
ty of surgical stitches when some¬ 
thing more lacerating is in order. 

Better making too little of the 
piece, it turns out, than making too 
much of it. Grimaud introduces her 
interpretation with one of her 
quasi-mystical program notes 



about the centrality of death in the 
sonata (and in Chopin’s Second, 
with which she pairs it because both 
are in B-flat minor and Rachmani¬ 
nov kept the Chopin sonata at the 
center of his repertoire as a pianist). 

I have no objection to her hear¬ 
ing whatever she wants in the 
piece, but when her superimposed 
thoughts produce an interpreta¬ 
tion as disfigured as her new one, 
you start to wonder how she gets 
DG to give her so much head. Like 
Horowitz, she restores some of the 
1913 music Rachmaninov cut to 
make his ’31 revision, another lib¬ 
erty she’s entitled to. The problem 
lies in how unevenly she plays it all. 

There are some real flashes of 
brilliance here. Grimaud remains 
one of the most gifted pianists 
around, and it’s gratifying to hear 
any present musician take the 
kinds of li ^ with a score that 
page 38 ► 
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Double your pleasure with Lea DeLaria 

She brings jazz vocals to modern rock standards on her new CD 


by Gregg Shapiro 


f you enjoyed Lea DeLaria’s 
celebrated 2001 jazz vocal 
debut disc Playin' It Cool and 
have been awaiting her next foray 
into jazz vocals, your patience is 
about to be rewarded. Double 
Standards (Telarc), originally 
scheduled to be released in 2003, 
is finally seeing the light of day. 
DeLaria, best known for her 
stand-up comedy and acting roles, 
now turns to modern rock stan¬ 
dards such as Green Day’s 
“Longview” and Los Lobos’ “Kiko 
and the Lavender Moon,” rein¬ 
venting them. 

Lea DeLaria: I recently was the 
featured vocalist for the 50th an¬ 
niversary of the Newport Jazz Fes¬ 
tival tour. This is a big deal tour, 
we are going into big halls, we’ve 
got Cedar Walton, Lew Tabackin, 
Ken Peplowski, we’ve got huge 
names in jazz, and I’m looking out 
at the audience, and it’s Cocoon 3, 
baby! It’s all alter-cockers! With 
this record, I am desperately try¬ 
ing to get people in jazz to realize 
that they can’t just keep reinvent¬ 
ing the same tunes over and over 
again. Jazz has changed. That’s 
what Miles Davis and Charlie 
Parker were all about. This is the 
music of the college-age set, and 
we’re swinging it! 

Gregg Shapiro: You set your 
sights on punk and modern rock, 
by revising songs by No Doubt, 


The Pretenders, and Patti Smith. 

To me, those are classic rock 
tunes, because that’s my rock era. 
I wanted to do tunes that people 
knew, and reinvent them in such a 
way that people are halfway 
through the Pretenders song and 
then finally realize it’s a Pretenders 
song. People will know the music, 
and in some ways sing along. The 
“Just a Girl” one, I know every gay 
man hears that and just goes nuts. 
That’s the quintessential gay fa¬ 
vorite. “Call Me” really swings; it 
was getting airplay in Europe. 
Also, Neil Young’s “Philadelphia” 
gets a lot of airplay, so we’ll see 
what happens in America with 
that. 

People always focused on Spring¬ 
steen's Oscar-winning "Streets of 
Philadelphia," which is a good 
song, but I always preferred the 
Young tune. 

Please, Springsteen’s doesn’t 
even remotely... with all due re¬ 
spect to people who like him, he is 
nowhere near the musician that 
Neil Young is. That’s a real song, 
that’s a true gorgeous song, and it 
was a pleasure to do it and to have 
Stephon Harris playing vibes on 
it. 

Soundgarden had one pretty song 
in their repertoire, and "Black 
Hole Sun" was it. You took it and 
made it even prettier. 

I just think it’s the anthem of 
that era of rock, that’s why we 
chose it. You can’t do college rock 



Swinging with college rock tunes. 


tunes without doing “Black Hole 
Sun.” 

You also enhanced the funky vibe 
of Jane's Addiction's "Been 
Caught Stealing," and you even 
left the genders of the original 
song intact. 

I always sing the lyrics. It’s not 
about the singer, it’s about the 
song. I’ve always felt that. What¬ 
ever song I sing, I always leave the 
gender intact. So if the song is 
sung to a woman, I’m singing it to 
a woman. If the song is sung to 
man, I’ll sing it to a man. It’s just 
my personal choice, and it always 
has been. 

You're performing songs by living 



songwriters. Have you gotten any 
feedback from them? 

I got a lovely little note from 
Deborah Harry which basically 
said that she was jealous, she 
wished she had thought of doing 
it for her jazz record, which was 
really nice. The song “Alliance,” I 
got a wonderful letter from Robert 
Wyatt. My girlfriend is the pianist 
in the Robert Wyatt band, and she 
had worked with him for years, 
but I didn’t come to the song that 
way, the song was brought to me 
by the producer, I had never heard 
the song. I am curious to hear 
what Chrissie Hynde will say 
about “Tattooed Love Boy.” 

“Dancing Barefoot,” please, I 
am the biggest Patti Smith fan of 
all time. I still listen to her all the 
time. 

Are there any upcoming movie, 

TV or Broadway musical appear¬ 
ances in the works? 

I am currently in an off-Broad- 
way show, Samuel Beckett’s Happy 
Days at the Classic Stage Compa¬ 


ny. It’s a really weird play; well, it’s 
Beckett. That’s the one where the 
woman is buried up to her waist 
in a mound in the first act, then 
buried up to her neck in the sec¬ 
ond act, and it’s a comedy! 

There are three musicals in the 
pipe. One is based on the relation¬ 
ship between Lorena Hickock and 
Eleanor Roosevelt, and it’s all 
three characters: Franklin, Eleanor 
and Lorena. It’s a lovely little 
piece, it’s brand-new. I’m in a 
piece called The Drowsy Chaper¬ 
one, which is set to go to Broad¬ 
way next season. Another piece, 
called Alley Cats, which is suppos¬ 
edly going to have me and Lily 
Tomlin, is going to be in Vancou¬ 
ver at the end of the year. T 


Lea DeLaria will perform 
selections from her Double 
Standards through May 22 at 
the Empire Plush Room, York 
Hotel, 940 Sutter St., SF. 
Tickets ($30-$35): (415) 885- 
2800 or www.plushroom.com. 
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End of an era: Sweeps have swept 


by Victoria A. Brownworth 

S weeps month is winding 
down, and with it, the big- 
bang season finales. Will & 
Grace, CSI, The Apprentice, The 
O.C., Without a Trace and ER all 
have their season finales tonight, 
May 19. On May 22, it’s Desperate 
Housewives, and next week, the fi¬ 
nales of Medium, Law & Order: 
SVU and Alias. Already wrapped 
are CSI-NY, Law & Order, Num¬ 
bers and the incredible Lost. If you 
somehow missed the season finale 
of Lost, ABC is running it again on 
May 21. 

We’re assuming Boston Legal 
will be back with a season finale. 
It’s been on hiatus while ABC 
tried to garner a different audi¬ 
ence with the sappy, annoying 
Grey's Anatomy. 

Then the summer of our dis¬ 
content begins in earnest, as some 
of the midseason replacement 
shows (Eyes, ABC’s very service¬ 
able version of Magnum, P.I.; or 
Grey's Anatomy, ABC’s very irri¬ 
tating version of Chicago Hope) 
have already wrapped all their 
new shows after six weeks. So has 
the very funny sitcom Jake in 
Progress and the superb new addi¬ 
tion to the L&O franchise, Law& 
Order: Trial by Jury. The tranny 
murder in that season finale was 
spectacularly good. We especially 
liked how the dead tranny’s moth¬ 
er changed the gender on her 
daughter’s birth certificate after 
the death to respect her wishes. 
Thus the murder was prosecuted 


as the killing of a woman. It was 
perhaps the saddest episode yet, a 
little too Romeo and Juliet, but 
anyone who doubts the phenom¬ 
enon of Bebe Neuwirth’s acting 
hasn’t seen this show. If you loved 
her as Lilith on Frasier, be sure to 
tune into any re-run of this best of 
the L&O franchise this summer. 

Of course, summer is the time 
to catch re-runs of all the 
shows you didn’t have 
time to watch or se¬ 
ries you weren’t sure 
you wanted to commit 
to. 

For example, we 
committed to The 
O.C. while 
Marissa was 
having her too- 
brief affair with 
Alex, because it 

was right after Bianca left All My 
Children with Maggie, The L Word 
wasn’t living up to the promise of 
its first season, and we were 
jonesing for a lesbian couple. But 
then Marissa (or the producers) 
got cold feet, and instead of ex¬ 
ploring one of the most interest¬ 
ing and complex relationships on 
a prime-time soap, Marissa start¬ 
ed salivating for Ryan again. (Not 
that he isn’t cute and a bad boy, 
but we thought Alex, with her co¬ 
terie of lesbian friends, was pretty 
special and very well-suited to 
Marissa.) 

But we admit we really liked 
The O.C. and all its Melrose Place- 
style melodrama. We recommend 
it for summer viewing. Light, frothy 
and not too filling, with more than 
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a soupcon of great bodies: 

FOX, The WB and UPN are 
the places to cull new attachments 
this summer. Shows like Gilmore 
Girls, House, Everwood, Dead- 
wood, Smallville and Veronica 
Mars are all worth watching, and 
some, like Everwood, have had 
provocative queer storylines here 
and there. 

Of course, these are the 
same networks bring¬ 
ing us new shows for 
the summer that are 
more like car acci¬ 
dents than series. 
Britney Spears’ reality 
series on UPN debuts 
this week — it’s 
called Chaotic. 
Right. The 
Simple Life: In¬ 
terns has start¬ 
ed up as well. Paris Hilton has 
dumped her best friend from 
childhood, Nicole Ritchie, for a 
new blonde bimbette. We are very 
over Hilton, thus will no longer be 
watching, but that doesn’t mean 
you can’t enjoy the train wreck. 

Crack houses 

We admit to being hooked on 
A&E’s disturbing reality series In¬ 
tervention. Who knew all of 
straight suburban America was 
doing crystal meth and crack? Or 
gambling away their life savings? 
This very compelling look at just 
how much trouble America is in 
outside of Iraq is well worth a 
voyeuristic glance. It’s more 
Oprah than Jerry Springer — in 
fact, Oprah has shown quite a few 
clips from the show, and had some 
of the interventionees on for fol¬ 
low-ups this season. 

Speaking of Oprah, just about 
every show of her new season has 



Oprah fellated a fudgsicle on TV. 


Rachmaninov 

M page 36 

the composer himself would have. 
Yet Grimaud’s tireless Death-spot- 
ting produces passages of horrific 
stridency and exaggeration. 

Her Chopin Second also offers 
some playing of keen originality 
and notable beauty, until the 
pathologist and then coroner 
make their appearances. A booklet 
photo shows her standing next to 
railroad tracks with a Brenda- 
from-Sk Feet Under stare. Maybe 
it’s time for Grimaud, who has 
been on retreat in the country a 
long time now, to backtrack on the 
Anna Karenina subtext and dip 
lightly back into civilization. The 
beautifully played Berceuse and 
Barcarolle are too little, too late. 

Simon Trpceski wisely puts the 
Sonata at the end of his fascinat¬ 
ing all-Rachmaninov disc. From 
that thundering first avalanche of 


been terrific. Last week we loved 
watching her fellate a fudgsicle on 
one of her lose-weight shows. (She 
looks fantastic, by the way.) She 
leaned over and sucked it right up 
into her mouth in the best gay- 
porn fashion. Later she noted that 
she couldn’t imagine what that 
looked like on TV. 

Yes, she could imagine. That’s 
why she said it. And perhaps why 
she did it. 

Speaking of fellating, we were 
as shocked as the next person to 
find out that D.A. Daniel Coulson 
was responsible for the wave of 
murders on One Life to Live. We 
were even more shocked to dis¬ 
cover that he has a gay lover, al¬ 
though we were beginning to 
wonder if that might be the case 
when he was on his honeymoon 
with Nora, got a fax from his 
lover, and there was no name at¬ 
tached. 

ABC has kept very tight wraps 
on this story, only giving out cer¬ 
tain numbers of script pages and 
so forth, in an effort to keep the 
surprise going. It worked. The sto¬ 
ryline is moving into high gear. 
We’ll keep you posted on the de¬ 
velopments in yet another gay 
murder tale. 

In an OLTL aside, we would 
like to note that Heather Tom, 
who plays Kelly Cramer on the 
soap, has been just everywhere 
doing AIDS-related charity work, 
although she seems to keep her 
profile low-key. It’s good to see 
that some people haven’t forgot¬ 
ten about AIDS. 

Speaking of soaps, don’t miss 
the Daytime Emmy Awards on 
May 20. We are keeping our fin¬ 
gers crossed for Eden Riegle. Even 
though she’s no longer on All My 
Children, she certainly gave an 
Emmy-winning performance this 
season as the only lesbian on day¬ 
time. 

We did warn in our last col¬ 
umn that the queers were being 
brought out of the closet for 
sweeps, but we have to admit even 
we were surprised when a murder 
on CSI-NY and another on CSI 
last week were both queer-related. 
Now if we could just get the net¬ 
works to put queer characters who 
are neither murderers nor murder 
victims in their storylines... 

Of course, as you search for 
something on the tube this sum¬ 
mer, there will be no dearth of 
news, between the “insurgency” in 
Iraq and the insurgency in the 
Congress. 

Speaking of news, it really was 
an item worthy of Saturday Night 
Live when all the networks and 


CNN had to scramble to try and 
find a way to say President Bush 
was out riding his bike — at Noon 
on a Wednesday!! — when the 
White House and Capitol were 
evacuated last week because a 
plane flew directly into the air¬ 
space over both buildings. Where 
is Michael Moore when you need 
him? 

But back to that pesky insur¬ 
gency. Is President Bush’s bike¬ 
riding schedule so full that he has 
had no time to mention the num¬ 
ber of killings taking place in Iraq 
on a daily basis? Where is that 
compassionate conservativism? 

Just for the record, in case you 
don’t watch the news: In March, 
there were 69 car bombings in 
Iraq. In April, there were 135. 
Thus far in May, there have been 
over 100. In the past two and a 
half weeks, more than 500 Iraqis 
have been killed in those attacks. 
To parallel: At the height of the In¬ 
tifada in Israel, the number of sui¬ 
cide bombings never exceeded 
more than five in one month. 

We’ve asked this before, but 
feel the need to reiterate: Deep 
down, do Americans (or at least 
Bush & Co.) think all Arabs are 
somehow implicated in their own 
murders? Because when more 
than 500 civilians, close to a third 
of them children, are murdered in 
a span of two weeks, and there is 
no comment from our govern¬ 
ment (we’re the occupiers there, 
like it or not) and no outcry from 
the international community, 
something is terribly wrong. We 
just thought it might be the time 
to mention to the moral-values 
Administration that murder actu¬ 
ally is worthy of comment. 

Speaking of news worthy of 
comment, why is the systematic 
raping and eviscerating of women 
and girls in the Republic of 
Congo, part of the terrorism 
there, not news? We’ve heard 
about it on BBC WorldNews and 
on NPR radio, and there’s a big 
feature this month on the scope of 
the horror in Ms. magazine, but 
not a single mention of it on net¬ 
work news in the US. In the same 
week that 1,000 women were 
raped and mutilated (the soldiers 
there use knives, sticks and vari¬ 
ous other tools that make Abu 
Ghraib look like a day in the park) 
in Congo, there was not a single 
news item on any American net¬ 
work, including CNN, about the 
attacks. Yet there were numerous 
stories about the runaway bride. 

Perhaps summer will be the 
time for TV to get its house in 
order. Stay tuned. ▼ 



sound, you know you’re in earshot 
of a master pianist, and nothing 
Trpceski does from that point on 
is less than brilliant. He plays with 
Grimaud’s freedom, but with a 
surer sense of the music’s trajecto¬ 
ry. Freedom from having to make 
an extramusical “point” with his 
performance appears to have left 
him huge reservoirs of energy to 
apply to more pertinent matters. 

Without a trace of eccentricity, 
Trpceski unleashes a performance 
of unbridled power and imagina¬ 


tion the equal of Horowitz’s, with 
more piercing lucidity. The sheer 
range of his playing is twice that 
of either of his current rivals, the 
melting legato and beauty of 
sound in the middle movement 
surpassing them both. His is by far 
the strongest realization of the 
greater tautness the composer 
sought with his revision. The most 
spitfire passages of the concluding 
Presto have a clarity few other pi¬ 
anists could even aspire to. 

The selection of Preludes and 
other short pieces that precede the 
Sonata are as astonishing for the 
specificity of their characteriza¬ 
tion as for their variety. From the 
thundering arpeggios of the open¬ 
ing B-Flat Prelude, Op. 23, No.2, a 
real attention-getter, Trpceski de¬ 
ploys a firm yet infinitely pliant 
tone and what is clearly one of the 
best brain-hand connections in 
the business. He passes the acid 
Rachmaninov test — making you 
choke up — countless times. ▼ 
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Master’s degree 


by Jim Nawrocki 


/ Once Had a Master by John Pre¬ 
ston; Cleis Press, $14.95 (trade 
paper) 

# f there’s ever a time when gay 
leather subculture is an histor¬ 
ical footnote, a quaint phe¬ 
nomena studied by anthropolo¬ 
gists, the erotic fiction of John 
Preston will no doubt serve as one 
of the best chronicles of it. Pre¬ 
ston, who died in 1994, wrote and 
published widely. He penned 
more than 35 books, edited The 
Advocate, and contributed articles 
and essays to publications as di¬ 
verse as Drummer and Harper's. 
He also edited numerous gay fic¬ 
tion anthologies. But he’s perhaps 
best known (and loved) in the gay 
community for his S/M-themed 
erotica. In his written statements 
about the craft of writing porn, 
Preston makes no secret about the 


fact that he was always pleased 
with the attention. He never shied 
away from his identity as a porn 
author. 

The collection of stories in I 
Once Had a Master represents just 
a portion of Preston’s output, but 
it explores the themes typical of 
his other fiction (including his fa¬ 
mous novel Mr. Benson, which 
was itself born of a short story). 
The title piece is a brief, almost 
fable-like offering that seems to 
reverse the old literary theme of 
“the young man from the 
provinces” who ventures forth 
into the excitement of the city. In 
Preston’s little tale, an anonymous 
young man in an unnamed, es¬ 
sentially generic city ventures reg¬ 
ularly to the country estate of a 
master he has come to know 
there. Dutifully, ritually, he serves 
the master and bends to his will 
— but eventually breaks from him 
out of the fear that he would “for¬ 
get that [the master] was not 


God.” In some ways, the first story 
serves as a template for the ones 
that follow. 

Preston’s fiction succeeds as 
erotica because he provides at 
least as much description of his 
characters’ psychological states, 
and of the motives for their dom¬ 
inance and servitude, as he does of 
his descriptions of the sex itself. 
The story “Pedro,” for example, 
depicts a young man’s first love 
with, and eventual declaration of 
independence from a seductive, 
powerful and controlling older 
man. Preston takes pains to estab¬ 
lish tensions between his charac¬ 
ters, such as those driven by eth¬ 
nic and class distinctions, and 
thus creates a level of sophistica¬ 
tion not often found in erotica. He 
even uses a description of the 
older lover’s relationship with the 
young man’s parents as an illus¬ 
tration of the lover’s ability to in¬ 
fluence all of the people around 
him. 



The stories in this collection 
take place in a variety of locales: 
Boston, New York, San Francisco, 
Provincetown, and even Provi¬ 


dence, Rhode Island — locations 
that Preston was certainly familiar 
with in his own travels. In an epi¬ 
logue to this collection, Preston 
addresses a question of whether or 
not his erotica is autobiographi¬ 
cal. Though he stops short of ad¬ 
mitting that it is, he does note that 
some of the stories were written 
for specific people. That’s one ex¬ 
planation for the emotional depth 
that Preston achieves in many of 
these stories. Preston never pre¬ 
tends that it’s great literature, but 
it’s clear — and it has been to Pre¬ 
ston’s fans for decades — that it’s 
something more than run-of-the- 
mill pornography. T 
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Emotional rescue 


by Jim Piechota 


The Tricky Part by Martin Moran; 
Beacon Press; 23.95 

I ew York City-based writer 
and actor Martin Moran 
has been performing the 
stage version of this memoir 
throughout the country to high 
acclaim. Here, in print form, his 
story of childhood sexual abuse is 
no less devastating and achingly 
poignant. 

Moran grew up in a strictly re¬ 
ligious family in Denver, was wiry 
and awkward, and attended a 
faith-based grade school. “Hal¬ 
loween is nothing to a kid from 
Catholic school. Everywhere you 
look, there’s blood, and gore and 
metaphor.” At 12, he meets Bob, a 
prior counselor from St. Malo’s 
Boys’ Camp in the Colorado 
Rockies run by the Archdiocese of 
Denver, who is planning to start 
his own boys’ club facility. Moran, 
overly excited at the prospect of 
someone actually wanting and 
needing his help, volunteers to as¬ 
sist Bob with a summer full of 
manual labor and camaraderie. 
This friendship turns ugly when 



THE TRICKY PART 


_ 

Bob slips into Moran’s bed and 
molests him repeatedly, confusing 
the boy as to what kinds of affec¬ 
tion are natural and normal, and 
what kinds should be rejected. 

Their relationship, both daily 
and nightly, grows into a bizarre 
kind of love, one where the older 
Bob coddles Moran into submis¬ 
sion, and where Moran feels vali¬ 
dated and eventually eroticizes the 
older man’s need for his company. 
As years pass and Moran enters 
adolescence, he considers himself 
a “second-class scout and cock- 


sucker, straight-A altar boy and 
slut,” but has to work harder to 
keep the sexual interactions with 
Bob a secret, since there were sev¬ 
eral other boys Bob was molesting 
at the camp. Bob and Moran’s li¬ 
aison grows even more complicat¬ 
ed and sordid when a coerced 
threesome is orchestrated with 
Karen, Bob’s girlfriend. 

The end of their affair, when 
Bob is arrested on multiple child- 
molestation charges, pales in com¬ 
parison to Moran’s brave con¬ 
frontation with him, lying in a con¬ 
valescent hospital, regretful but 
spewing out a battalion of excuses. 
Turbulent still is Moran’s present- 
day struggle with his emotional/sex¬ 
ual condition with Henry, his part¬ 
ner of 17 years, surely a rock of faith 
and devotion after Moran confesses 
to numerous compulsive, anony¬ 
mous sexual encounters, which he 
attributes back to Bob. 

This is a heart-wrenching 
chronicle of innocence lost, and 
the painful, lifelong scars that sex¬ 
ual-abuse survivors endure. Trag¬ 
ic, timely, dexterously written, and 
flooded with emotion, Moran’s 
story spotlights the consequences 
of a catastrophic subject whose im¬ 
portance cannot be overstated. ▼ 
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SF Symphony 

M page 32 

I guess it was only fair to offer 
the plum part to another pianist 
this time around, especially since 
Orli Shaham (little sister of vio¬ 
linist Gil) is married to David 
Robertson. 

Ms. Shaham has the energy 
and agility to tackle the excruciat¬ 
ingly difficult part with ease. What 
she lacks is the snazzy noncha¬ 
lance and sense of timing that 
Sutherland brought to the score. It 
isn’t enough to hit the notes; 
Bernstein is also asking for an in¬ 
terpretation. 


Hubby David (what an attrac¬ 
tive and talented artist) kept the 
tempo sensibly four-square. This 
was his second appearance this 
season, and he is a welcome guest, 
obviously capable in a variety of 
genres. His sympathy for his wife’s 
rather stolid approach was ad¬ 
mirable. 

The outline of the score and 
the daunting dexterity required of 
all the musicians were adequately 
met, but MTT has Bernstein and 
Gershwin and all those Manhat¬ 
tanite jazz/classicists in his blood, 
and Robertson couldn’t match the 
memory, even with his own ac¬ 
complished but unsophisticated 
soloist. T 
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Revisit the Cassandra myth in Spit/Kiss at Jon Sims Center. See Friday. 




alendare 


by Mark Mardon 



Three queens on a can 


Light trash 

T his week I write from the belly of the beast, the lower chacra. 
That’s where our most primitive urges are located. In yoga 
they call it, politely, the perineum. Focus the mind in that area 
and you get a certain primeval energy surge. Add vodka to the mix 
and goddess knows where you’ll end up, likely smashed and horny. 
Last weekend it landed a trio of my friends and me in the Mission 
District Cala, doing the early-morning after-hours shop for fruit 
and tonic (to add to the vodka), and you can see the results for 
yourself as the lovelies posed 
atop a trash receptacle outside 
the store. I caught the moment 
with my old Polaroid. The one 
we shot inside the store was most 
amusing, as one of our clan 
dropped her drawers beneath a 
sheer see-through dress, another 
juggled a handful of oranges and 
a bottle of tonic, and the third 
peeked at the camera with over¬ 
size shades and a fluorescent- 
green wig that made her a JT 
LeRoy look-alike. And it all hap¬ 
pened thanks to vodka, the offi¬ 
cial liquor of trashy drag queens. 

I love trashy drag queens be¬ 
cause they mix things up. They 
snap your mind around and get 
you to take in new perspectives. They do this by getting shitfaced, 
abandoninig all decorum, and dragging you to the depth of perdi¬ 
tion. This may not suit stuffed shirts, but it fits a civilization clash¬ 
ing on all sides. It’s no wonder the best clubs in town are either run 
by drag queens, or patronized by drag queens, or employ celebrity 
drag queens as DJs, emcees, door persons, coat checkers, bartenders 
and the like. If the world is going to perdition, would you rather go 
there penitent, on your knees, with some uptight priest muttering 
incantations ... or with a sassy drag queen on her knees, worship¬ 
ing you with vodka-kissed lips? 

If I were much younger and had a chauffer and limousine, I’d be 
checking out all the exciting drag/sleaze clubs that are happening 
about town, and there are lots. It’s heaven for perverts out there! 
While at times I do enjoy posh, refined clubs, mostly I seek clubs 
where the gals focus on their lower chacras, making them loose and 
goosey, rather than high-falootin’ chic drag clubs where the ladies 
focus more on their crown chacras, making them airheads. 

Take “Trannyshack” for instance, a lower chacra kind of place. If 
those ladies focused more on their crown chacras, they’d be doing 
nice, polite drag shows for Sunday schools, and civilization would¬ 
n’t be so close to complete moral decay. But since complete moral 
decay is already here, hell, they might as well bask in it! 

Speaking of complete moral decay, that same night my friends 
and I went on our little outing to Cala, I first popped in for a quick 
party stop at Ggreg Taylor’s pad in the Haight, which was packed 
with bears and artists and combinations thereof. The vodka was 
flowing as Ggreg screened a totally warped film. The Apple (1980), 
by Israeli filmmaker Menahem Golan. The IMDb describes the plot 
thusly: “Musical set in the ‘future’, e.g. 1994. A young couple enters 
the world of the music industry, but also the world of drugs.” Talk 
about a trip! One of this insane musical’s big numbers was a danc¬ 
ing, singing paean to speed, the totally hip, ultra cool thing to do! 
Talk about warped. I’ll stick to the vodka chacra, thank you. ▼ 


Spit/Kiss @ Jon Sims Center 

JSC AIRspace (Artist-In-Residence) pre¬ 
sents Sp/t/K/ss featuring Terre Unite Park¬ 
er, Corrie Baumgardner and Mica Phelan. 
Terre, Corrie and Mica blur the border be¬ 
tween performance and self-exposure as 
they retell the classical myth of Cassandra 
from a queer/female perspective. Cassan¬ 
dra, princess of Troy, was believed to be in¬ 
sane. Apollo promised her the gift of fore¬ 
sight, but when she refused to sleep with 
him he spit in her mouth, cursing her to 
never be believed. Locked away by her fam¬ 
ily, raped and enslaved by her enemies and 
ultimately murdered by her master's wife, 
Cassandra endured her hardships twice, 
once in her mind and once in the world. She 
prophesied destruction and death, carrying 
this knowledge in solitude. In Spit/Kiss the 
artists transform Cassandra's history to 
challenge ancient and current authorities 
that purport to decide what is right, cor¬ 
rect, and true. $10-$15 sliding (N0- 
TAFLOF). Fri. & Sat., May 20 & 21, at 
8pm. Jon Sims Center for the Arts, 1519 
Mission St. (at 11 th ). Info/Res: 415-554- 
0402; www.jonsimsctr.org 

Nature's Call @ Ruby’s Clay 
Studio & Gallery 

Opening reception: "Nature's Call: Flower 
Shaped Urinals and other Nature Inspired 
Sculptures" by San Francisco Artist Clark 
Sorensen. Large-scale flowers, deftly craft¬ 
ed of high fire porcelain, create an ironic 
marriage of beauty and functionality. Each 
piece is hand crafted and unique and can 
actually be plumbed and used as a urinal. 
Reception on Fri., May 20, 6-8pm. Show 
runs thru June 13. Open 10am-4pm every 
day. Ruby's Clay Studio, 552-A Noe St. 
Info: 415-558-9819; www.rubysclaystu- 
dio.org; www.clarkmade.com 

Houston Allred @ Martuni’s 

Broadway and cabaret star Houston Allred 
continues to dazzle audiences with his out¬ 
rageous blend of music and wit. Houston's 
vast cabaret repertoire promises that no au¬ 
dience will ever see the same show twice. 

He always has super talented guests to liven 
up the place. Says Houston: "Cabaret is an 
essential art form expressing some of the 
best in human contacts and humane possi¬ 
bilities-Cabaret makes life worth lov¬ 

ing." Fridays, 9pm-lam. Martuni's, #4 
Valencia at Market St. Info: 415-241- 
0205; www.samhoustonallred.com 

Impact Theatre’s Othello 
@ Theatre Rhinoceros 

Theatre Rhinoceros hosts Impact Theatre's 
"Othello," by William Shakespeare. Direct¬ 
ed by Melissa Hillman, "Othello" is a dar¬ 
ing take on the Bard's tale of interracial 
love. Othello is a dark-skinned African 
American lesbian whose battlefield genius 
has earned her a position of power within 
the American military, lago is a light¬ 
skinned African-American ensign whose 
ability to please and assimilate has wone 
him the nickname "Honest lago," but 
whose rage, jealousy and thirst for power 
bubblew just beneath the surface. $10-$20. 
Wed.-Sat. @ 8pm; Sun. @ 3:30pm. Runs 
thru May 22. Downstairs Theatre (The Stu¬ 
dio) @ Theatre Rhinoceros, 2926 16th St. 
(Mission/So. Van Ness). Tix: 415-861- 
5079; www.therhino.org 

Matthew Frederick 
@ Geras-Tousignant Gallery 

Opening reception: Matthew Frederick's 
California presents an unconventional and 
amusing spin on the genre of landscape 
painting. Veering from realistic depictions, 
he looks beyond the natural formations to 
capture and exaggerate the whimsical shad¬ 
ows and shapes cast from surging hills, ma¬ 
jestic oak trees and gaping valleys. Recep¬ 
tion w/cosmos & hors d'oeuvres: Fri., May 
20 and Sat., May 21. Exhibit show thru 
June 10. Geras-Tousignant Gallery, 437 
Pacific Ave. Info: 415-986-1647; 
www.gtfineart.com 

Sizzle @ Femina Potens 

Sizzle, Femina Potens' monthly night of 
open mic erotica, erotic film screenings, 
burlesque, drag performances, spoken word 
and music. Sizzle's May lineup features the 
spoken word talents Diana Cage, Aysha 
Cromeenes and Robin Akimbo. Not to men¬ 
tion all of the fabulous erotica writers who 
will be stepping up to the open mic. Come 
read or just enjoy the smuttiest of the smutt 
at Femina Potens. $5 at door, $3 if you 
sign up for the open mic (NOTAFLOF). May 
20 at 8pm. 465 So. Van Ness at 16th St. 

Wheel of Fudge 
@ The Transfer 

"Fudgie Fridays" — The Return of/Grand 
Re-opening Party. MC Fudgie Frottage re¬ 
turns to his favorite dive bar, The Transfer, 


where the drinks and bartenders are cheap 
and strong, to entertain you with a variety 
show starring Pippi Lovestocking, Birdie- 
Bob Watt, Adrian Roberts, U.B. 

Mackin, Lily LeRouge and more. DJ 
Chelsea Starr (Hotpants). Win a spin on the 
"Wheel of Fudge" for free drinks! $3-$5 
suggested donation (Benefit for PAWS). 
Fri., May 20, 10pm-2am (show at midnite). 
The Transfer, 198 Church at Market. Info: 
415-986-1647. 

Things You Shouldn't Say 
Past Midnight @ Dean 
Lesher Center, Walnut Creek 

theatre Q presents "Things You Shouldn't 
Say Past Midnight," the riotous sex farce 
by Peter Ackerman, subtitled "a comedy in 
three beds." It tells the story of three pairs 
of lovers trying to enjoy a night of ramance. 
Directed by Bobby Weinapple. Featuring 
John Atwood, Remi Barron, Darcy Brown- 
Martin, David Neufeld, Danielle O'Hare and 
Robert Anthony Peters. Theatre Q's mission 
is to present the evolving images of gays 
and lesbians on stage throughout the entire 
Bay Area. $25 regular; $20 senior/youth 
(show recommended for audiences 16 and 
over). Plays Thu.-Sat. at 8:15pm, and Sun. 
at 2:15pm. Through May 28. Dean Lesher 
Regional Center for the Arts, 1601 Civic 
Drive, Walnut Creek. Tix/info: 925-943- 
7469; www.dlrca.org 

Tina’s Cafe @ Magnet 

Join Tina's Cafe for an evening devoted to 
one of the most popular (and controversial) 
girls about town! Tina's Cafe is a monthly 
social event for queer men who want to 
think about, talk about or do something 
about crystal use. Hear and recount True 
Stories ripped from the personal headlines. 
Resident DJ Steve Fabus spins for your 
aural pleasure. Free. 9-llpm. Magnet, 
4122 18th St. Info: tweaker.org 

Men Connecting 
@ AHP Services Center 

Free workshop: "Relationships: Making 
Them Work," part of "2005 Men Connect¬ 
ing." Come look at ways to improve rela¬ 
tionships, everything from enhancing com¬ 
munication to knowing what you like in a 
relationship and understanding what others 
like. Fri., May 20, 6:15-9:30pm. AHP Ser¬ 
vices Center, 1930 Market St. Space limit¬ 
ed; pre-registration required: 415-476- 
6488, ext. 1. 

Community Shopping Day 
@ Macy’s Union Square 

Buy a $10 ticket and help support the pro¬ 
grams of the African-American Shake¬ 
speare Company and other worthy arts or¬ 
ganizations. Your ticket entitles you to take 
10-20% off almost everything at Macy's 
Union Square on May 20. Special events, 
entertainment, product samplings, cosmet¬ 
ics fun and more. Enter to win a $500 
Macy's Shopping Spree. All proceeds from 
tickets will be sold by the African-American 
Shakespeare Company will benefit that or¬ 
ganization. Macy's associates will selling 
tickets and will share proceeds with other 
arts organizations. lOam-lOpm. Tix/info: 
Patrik Gallineaux, 415-762-2071 ext 6; 
patrick@african-americanshakes.org 


Summer Poetry 
Marathon @ The LAB 

In the tradition of the Boston Poetry 
Marathon, The LAB hosts The Bay Area 
Summer Poetry Marathon. This year, poets 
from across the Bay Area and the U.S. cel¬ 
ebrate innovative poetry at a series of read¬ 
ings. Tonight (May 21): George Albon, 
Joshua Clover, Judith Goldman, Andrew 
Joron, Suzanne Stein, Chad Sweeney, 
Stephen Vincent, and Alii Warren. $3-$5 
sliding (NOTAFLOF). 7-10pm. The LAB, 



Bambi Lake sings up a storm in 
"Apocalypse Right Now" at 
CounterPULSE. See Sunday. 


2948 16th St. (at Capp). Info: 415-864- 
8855; www.thelab.org 

Whoop-Dee-Doo! @ NCTC 

The New Conservatory Theatre Center's 
Pride Season Ten presents the musical ex¬ 
travaganza, Whoop-Dee-Doo!, directed by 
Ed Decker with musical direction by 
Michael O'Dell and choreography by Tom 
Segal. Conceived/created by Charles 
Catanese, Howard Crabtree, Dick Gal¬ 
lagher, Peter Morris and Mark Waldrop. In 
this prequel to When Pigs Fly, host and cos¬ 
tume designer Howard Crabtree triumphs 
over a tiny budget, balky actors, and a near 
electrocution to produce a dizzy collage of 
songs and sketches. It's a spectacle on a 
shoestring and a valentine to classic musi¬ 
cal theatre as well as a showcase for Crab¬ 
tree's hilariously outlandish costumes. Di¬ 
rector Ed Decker is Founder and Artistic 
and Executive Director of The New Conser¬ 
vatory Theatre Center. $20 previews (May 
13-20) & Wed.; $26 Thu. & Sun.; $28 Fri.; 
$32 Sat.; $40 Opening Night. Showtimes 
8pm Wed.-Sat.; 2pm Sun. NCTC, 25 Van 
Ness Ave. near Market. Tix/info: 415-861- 
8972; www.nctcsf.org 

Out The Box 
@ Off Market Studio 

Out The Box uses sketch comedy and 
drama, spoken word and music to look at 
our world of pop culture and politics. Fea¬ 
turing: Jivoni Jordan and Stan Stone. $ 15. 
Saturdays, May 21 & 28, at 8pm. 965 
Mission at Fifth St. For tickets call 415- 
896-6477. Info: www.cafearts.com; 
www.outtheboxtheater.com 

SF Dyke March Benefit 
@ El Rio 

DJ Garcia, Emcees Nafis and Micia 
Mosley, Frank Sinatra, Happy Hyder, Julia 
Serano, Damegoodz, Shawna Virago, 

Nappy Grooves, Meliza Banales, The 
Mamas Boyz, & Sistas in The Pit. Hot raf¬ 
fle ticket prizes. Free BBQ. $8-$20 sliding 
(NOTAFLOF). Sat., May 21, 4-8pm. 3150 
Mission St. 

SF Hiking Club 
@ Muir Beach 

It's a mostly flat 15-mile bicycle ride over 
the Golden Gate Bridge, followed by a mod¬ 
erate 9-mile hike with an 1,800-ft. eleva¬ 
tion gain. Spectacular views all the way! 
Meet 9am at McLaren Lodge (Fell & 
Stanyan), Golden Gate Park. Info: 
www.sfhiking.com 

Himalayan Fair 
@ Live Oak Park, Berkeley 

Himalayan Fair, offering authentic Hi¬ 
malayan arts & crafts, music & dance, and 
food. One of the only occasions on Earth 
where Hindus, Buddhists, Muslims, Jews, 
Christians and secular folks gather in peace 
and pleasure. Tents & booths scattered 
under the towering oaks and redwoods of 
the park. The event benefits needy 
Nepalese, Tibetan, Indian, Mongolian, and 
Afghani grassroots projects. Sat. & Sun., 
May 21 & 22. Live Oak Park, 1300 Shat 
tuck Ave., Berkeley. Info: www.himalayan- 
fair.net 



Peggy Judy performs in Viva Variety 47 at ODC Theatre. See Tuesday. 
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Jock Talk 

@ GLBT Historical Society 

The Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender 
Historical Society and Museum (GLBTHS) 
presents "Jock Talk," a series of scholars, 
athletes, activists and community leaders 
discussing past and present GLBT sports 
and their relationship to social movements, 
culture, politics, and community building. 
"Jock Talk" accompanies the new Main 
Gallery exhibit, "Sporting Life: GLBT Ath¬ 
letics and Cultural Change from the 1960s 
to Today." First on the "Jock Talk" roster: 
UC Davis historian Julia Kehew. On Sat., 
May 21, from 3:30-5:30 pm, she presents 
"The Name of the Games: The Women's 
Olympics and the Gay Olympic Games," dis¬ 
cussing controversies in the 1920s and the 
1980s over the word "Olympic." The event 
is free and open to the public, and includes 
free admission to the exhibit. Info: 415- 
777-5455; www.glbthistory.org 


Apocalypse Right Now 
@ CounterPULSE 

"Apocalypse Right Now," an evening of 
proper-ganda, musique and underground 
people, exhumed for your sensory pleasure. 
CounterPULSE (formerly 848 Community 
Space) hosts this benefit for its brand new 
space at 1310 Mission. Local writer/per¬ 
former Kirk Read curates and emcees this 
evening of music and performance, bringing 
together figures from local rock, pagan, 
queer, cabaret and literary scenes. Infamous 
drag performer Bambi Lake, Queen of the 
86, will be doing.free association showtunes 
and who knows what else. Other performers 
include Reid Spice of the improv-rock band 
Whirr; a local debut by fresh from Hong 
Kong rising lit star Mimi Lok; a group ener¬ 
gy colonic from shamanic musician Jeffrey 
Alphonsus Mooney; and butch trannyboy 
emo from musical duo Transition. Kirk 
Read will emcee and perform a fresh from 
the brain, site-specific performance essay. 
$10-$20 sliding (NOTAFLOF). Sun., May 
22 at 8pm. Info: www.counterpulse.org 

Rainbow Community 
Center’s Honors IX @ 

Contra Costa Country Club 

The Rainbow Community Center (RCC) of 
Contra Costa County honors the local chap¬ 
ters of PFLAG (Parents, Family and 
Friends of Lesbians and Gays; 
www.pflag.org) and Markstein Beverage of 
Pittsburg, California, at its annual event. 
Honors IX, Circle of Friends Celebration, 
"Brunch at the Club". Come enjoy the 
awards ceremony, brunch buffet, no-host 
bar, silent and live auctions, and entertain¬ 
ment. The RCC is the LGBTQ community 
center of Contra Costa County. $75.1pm 
Sun., May 22. Contra Costa Country Club, 
801 Golf Course Road, Pleasant Hill. 
Tix/info: 925-692-0090; 
www.rainbowcc.org 


Earplay 20 @ YBCA Forum 

San Francisco new music ensemble Earplay 
concludes its 20th Anniversary Season with 
a program including two world premiere 
commissions by California composers, 
William Kraft (Vintage Renaissance and 
Beyond) and Richard Festinger (From the 
Beginning). Rounding off the repertoire are 
works by celebrated composers from differ¬ 
ent cultures: Oily Wilson (To Andy), Wang 
Xi-Lin (Quartet op. 41), and Jonathan Har¬ 
vey (The Riot). Mary Chun Conducts, with 
Ted Brody on flute & piccolo; Peter Josheff 
on clariinets; Terrie Baune on violin; Ellen 
Ruth Rose on viola; Thalia Moore on cello; 
and Karen Rosenak on piano, plus guest 
artists. 8pm. Yerba Buena Center for the 
Arts Forum, 701 Mission St. Tix/info: 415- 
978-ARTS (2787); www.ybca.org; 
www.earplay.org 

42nd Street Moon Gala 
@ Herbst Theatre 

42 nc * Street Moon, SF's beloved producer 
of rare musicals, presents "A Trip to the 
Moon on Gossamer Wings," a star-studded, 
one-night-only fundraising gala dedicated to 
the memory of Cole Porter. Featuring 
Broadway stars Brent Barrett and Lea De- 
Laria, cabaret favorites Klea Blackhurst 
and Andrea Marcovicci, and Lawrence Pech 
and Wendy Van Dyck from the Lawrence 
Pech Dance Company, with Meg Mackay, 
Darlene Popovic and others. They'll perform 
Cole Porter classics and novelties. $150- 
$200 premium orchestra; $100 orchestra; 
$75 box & dress circle; $60 balcony. 7pm 
Herbst Theatre, 401 Van Ness Ave. Tix: 
415-392-4400; 42ndstmoon.org 

RAWdance 

@ Center for Sex & Culture 

RAWdance presents the premiere of Script¬ 
ing Intimacies, a co-sponsored project of the 
Center for Sex and Culture, a new happen¬ 
ing locale for performance and topical in¬ 
formation. Drawing on the history of sexol¬ 
ogy, Scripting Intimacies explores how defi¬ 
nitions imposed on our physical and sexual 
identities impact our self-perception and 
our intimate relationships. $5-$15 sliding. 
Gallery opens 7:30pm; show at 8pm. 398 
11 th St. (at Harrison). Info: 415-686- 
0728; rawdance.org 



CounterPULSE presents Transition in "Apocalypse Right Now." See Sunday. 



Viva Variety 47 
@ ODC Theatre 

'Make It So' Productions presents the 47th 
variation of Viva Variety, San Francisco's 
longest running variety show. Hosted by 
Steve Murray, the new Ed Sullivan, Viva 
Variety 47 spotlights an eclectic mix of the 
finest performers from dance, performance 
arts, physical circus, comedy, theatre, spo¬ 
ken word, and music. Featuring Bill Cooper 
(cabaret); Velocity Circus (physical circus); 
Miss Peggy Judy (cabaret); Aundre the 
Wonderwoman (comedy); The Mercury 
Dimes (acoustic folk music); The Diamond 
Daggers (burlesque); and the cast of Hush 
Up, Sweet Charlotte. This show is a benefit 
for the Immune Enhancement Project (IEP), 
whose mission is to promote healing and 
wellness by providing high quality, accessi¬ 
ble and affordable Traditional Chinese Med¬ 
icine and other healing arts to the commu¬ 
nity. $20 ($15 seniors/students/physically 
challenged). 8pm Tue., May 24. ODC The¬ 
atre, 3153 17th St. at Shotwell. Tix: ODC 
Box Office, 415-863-9834. 

OUT Spoken Episode VII 
@ Comcast Ch. 11 

Watch OUT Spoken Episode VII on Com¬ 
cast cable channel 11 on Tue., May 24, 
6:30pm. Encore presentations on May 25 
at 8:30pm, May 28 at 7pm, and May 29 at 
8pm. Clips from Pursuit of Equality. On the 
couch: Pursuit of Equality directors Mike 
Shaw and Geoff Callan. Clips for Frameline 
Film Festival. On the couch: Frameline Ex¬ 
ecutive Director Michael Lumpkin. QTV 
News segment about the HRC ruling 
against Badlands; on the couch, Calvin Gip¬ 
son, Former President, SF LGBT Pride Cel¬ 
ebration Committee, Inc., and John New- 
some, founder of And Castro for All 
(www.andcastro4all.org). QTV News seg¬ 
ment: Circuit Roundup (galas and events). 

On the couch: BAR Publisher Thomas E 
Horn; John Lake, HRC Gala Dinner Chair; 
Donna Sachet, GLAAD co-Chair. Info: 
www.timgaskin.com 

C5: Landscape Initiatives 
@ SF Camerawork 

Opening reception: San Francisco Camera¬ 
work presents C5: Landscape Initiatives, an 
exhibition featuring work by C5 Corpora¬ 
tion, a highly respected new media collec¬ 
tive based in San Jose. Three bodies of 
work utilizing digital photographic prints, 
fabricated sculptural objects, digital video 
projections, and a choreographed walk¬ 
through of the space using handheld Global 
Positioning System (GPS) devices. A spe¬ 
cial "Conversation with C5 Corporation" 
artists takes place Thu., May 26, 7pm ($4- 
$6 cover). Reception tonight (Tue., May 24) 
from 5-8pm. Free. 1246 Folsom St. Info: 
415-863-1001; www.sfcamerawork.org 



Kevin Scott @ A Different 
Light Bookstore 

In his first work of fiction, The Boys in the 
Brownstone (Haworth Press/Harrington 
Park Press), screenwriter/playwright Kevin 
Scott writes a comedy of manners about a 
diverse group of gay men who don't fit in 
anywhere except for a bar that they call 
home. Intro by Pat Loud. Free. 7pm. 489 
Castro St. Info: 415-431-0891. 

Gender Pirates + 

Fresh Meat @ El Rio 

Trannies, queers, fags and dykes put out at 
Gender Pirates with Fresh Meat, a night of 
saucy, smart & sexy transgender and queer 
performance. Hip hop, rock n roll, bur¬ 
lesque, spoken word, drag, belly dancing, 
and more. Featuring Lynnee Breedlove as 
your MC, with The Viragos, Lipstick Con¬ 
spiracy, JenRO, The Mommas Boyz, Bur- 
lesque-Esque, Thea Hillman, Mario Balcita, 
Harlem Shake Burlesque, Angelo Hannah, 
The Dangers, Mercedes & Alex, Billie & 
Genevieve, and DJ Sam spinning hip hop, 
queer 80s and punk rock...Go go dancers! 
Door prizes! Fresh Meat merchandise! A 
Fundraiser for Fresh Meat 2005 (June 16- 


18), The Trans March (June 24), and Unit¬ 
ed Genders of the Universe. $7-$12 sliding. 
Wed., May 25. Doors open 7:30; show at 
8pm. El Rio, 3158 Mission St. at Precita. 
Info: www.freshmeatproductions.org 

Job Fair! 

@ The LGBT Center 

The SF LGBT Center presents "Job Fair!", 
the Bay Area's premiere LGBT workforce 
recruitment event. The event will attract all 
levels of LGBT job seekers with qualifica¬ 
tions in Customer Service, Administrative, 
Sales, Technology, and Management. Op¬ 
portunity focus on Government, Health 
Care, Academia, Banking, Life Sciences, 
Nonprofit, Hospitality, Travel Related, and 
Utilities industries. Invitees include reps 
from some 30 Fortune 500 companies and 
other institutions with 120+ job opportuni¬ 
ties in the banking, energy, insurance, 
telecommunications, medical, education, 
and nonprofit fields. Some 400-500 job 
seekers are expected to attend. Free. 11am- 
3pm. SF LGBT Community Center, 1800 
Market St. (at Octavia). Info: David Bach, 
Workforce Development Coordinator, 415- 
865-5534; www.sfcenter.org 



Stateless @ Intersection 

Intersection for the Arts and Felonious: 
onelovehiphop present the world premiere 
of Stateless, a new performance work that 
blends hip hop music, vaudeville, live beat¬ 
boxing and German, Jewish and African 
American history to explore the space in be¬ 
tween in our collective memory. Written by 
Dan Wolf and created and performed with 
Tommy Shepherd (Felonious/Hybrid Pro¬ 
ject). Inspired by a letter written to Wolf by 
his grandfather, given to him years after his 
grandfather's death, unveils Wolf's family 
history, their struggle growing up Jewish in 
Germany during WWII and the story of his 
famous Vaudevillian ancestors. Through hip 
hop and beatboxing, Stateless simultane¬ 
ously connects and reflects on Shepherd's 
disparate history as an African American. 
$9-$15 sliding (Thursdays are pay-what- 
you-can). 8pm Thu.-Sat., May 26-June 4. 
Intersection for the Arts, 446 Valencia St. 
(btwn 15 th /16 th ). Info: 415-626-3311; 
www.theintersection.org 

Nan Alamilla Boyd @ A 
Different Light Bookstore 

Author Nan Alamilla Boyd, Assistant Pro¬ 
fessor of Women's and Gender Studies at 
Sonoma State University, presents (Uni¬ 
versity of California Press). The book traces 
the history of gay men and lesbians in SF 
from the turn of the century, when queer 
bars emerged in the tourist districts, to 
1965, when a raid on a drag ball changed 
the course of queer history. Free. 7pm. 

Info: 415-431-0891. 

‘We Will Survive!’ 

@ Esta Noche 

Esta Noche presents (in the old tradition of 
Hank Tavera): "We Will Survive!" Featur¬ 
ing Alexis, Danny, Debora, Galilea, Mitzi 
Lee, Lucero, Carla Gay and Kitty Glamour. 
Sorpresas y regalos. $5 donation. 9pm. 

Esta Noche, 3079 16 th St. Info: 415-861- 
5757. 
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Deadline is the Friday 
before issue date. 



■I 5th Year Anniversary Party 

■ Saturday May 21 &28 

Wmmmm Starting at 9PM 

ALpDRINKS HALFPRICE 


Celebrating our 5th Year! ■pik. 

DOMESTIC BOTTLED BEER $ 1.25 

'**%£'&** nowthru June 15th 




SIEVE SILVER'S 


BEACHBLANKETBABYLON.COM 
CLUB FUGAZI • 678 GREEN STREET 
OVER 21 EXCEPT SUNDAYS 
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wo buy 


photos, dvd’s, magazines & videos 

call 

Steve 

41 5-621 -*11 S3 

days, or 

Patrick 
5-81 0-2325 

evenings & weekends 



fluto Erotica 

purveyor of vintage porn 
St fine dildos 
4077ft 18th Street 
415-861-5787 
open every day 



ESTA NCCHE 

samba merengue disco salsa 

* Earn aval & Memorial Weekend * 
May ZB - May ZB 
Afternoon show 7pm 
Thursdays - 10:30 & Midnite Show 
MED Draft $1.00, Margarita’s $3.00 


3079 SIXTEENTH STREET 
BETWEEN MISSION AND VALENCIA 


SAN FRANCISCO 
861-5757 



Sizzling leather summer 



by Mister Marcus 


I he highlight of the season is 
the International Mr. 
Leather contest in Chicago 
next weekend (May 27-30) but 
leather mavens are already look¬ 
ing beyond IML. The contest cir¬ 
cuit doesn’t end next weekend. It 
is just the beginning for future 
contests and there are already al¬ 
most half a dozen men with titles 
waiting to compete at IML 2006. 

Still to come, International Ms. 
Leather in Omaha in August, In¬ 
ternational Leather Sir and boy in 
St. Petersburg, Florida, Mr. Inter¬ 
national Rubber in Chicago and 
several other contests and leather 
weekend gatherings. Below is a 
partial list of what to expect be¬ 
yond IML 2005: First out of the 
gate in the Great Plains Leather 
Sir/boy competition in Kansas 
City, MO. the weekend of June 3-5. 
The following weekend, the East¬ 
ern Canada Leather Sir and boy 
competition will take place in 
Toronto; The weekend of June 10- 
11, the 5th Annual Mr. Edmonton 
Leather contest will take place; The 
action shifts to Phoenix, Arizona 
on the weekend of June 17-19 at 
SW Leather Pride Weekend when 
the Southwest Leather Sir/boy 
competition will take place. 

In New York, the same weekend 
of June 17-19 the Leather Pride 
Night mammoth auction on 
Saturday June 18th and the Fol¬ 
som Street East Street fair will 
take place on Sunday, 

June 19th. The next week¬ 
end will see the Master’s 
Retreat 8 in Dallas, Texas. 

Add to this all the Pride 
parades around the coun¬ 
try and you observe 
that June will be a very 
busy month for many 
of you. 

In July, a new national one-day 
(July 4th) fundraiser event will be 
launched to benefit National Gay 
& Lesbian Task Force, and the 
Woodhull Freedom Foundation 
with the cooperation and support 
of Absolut Vodka. It’s called “Red, 
White and Leather”. Over 30 
leather bars in 17 cities will join 
forces to raise awareness and 
funds for both organizations. The 
weekend of July 1-2 the Los Ange¬ 
les Boys of Leather present their 
annual “Stars & Stripes” weekend. 

The weekend of July 3-5 the 
Great Plains Leather Sir/boy com¬ 
petition will take place in Kansas 
City, Missour. The 2nd annual 
Canadian National Leather con¬ 
test will take place in Montreal 
during that city’s Pride celebra- 


The pride of San Diego (from left): Joe Croteau is San Diego Leather boy 3 
2005, and San Diego Leather Daddy 2005 is Cherkis. They were the 
winners in a contest produced by the San Diego Boys of Leather on 
Saturday, May 7. 


tion weekend. A complimentary 
weekend package is being offered 
to all current leather titleholders 
and the ABW 2005 family. IMsL. 
Lori Ellison will step aside in 
Omaha at the 19th annual Inter¬ 
national Ms. Leather contest, 
which also features the 7th an¬ 
nual International Ms. Boot- 
black contest the weekend of 
July 15-17. The same 
weekend in Northern 
California, the very pop¬ 
ular “Lazy Bear Week¬ 
end” takes place in the 
Russian River area 

(Guerneville, CA). 
And the final weekend 
will be the 

Master/slave Confer¬ 
ence, a pansexual event in Wash¬ 
ington, D.C. with Viola Johnson, 
the keynote speaker. There’s more 
- much more. But all of the above 
should keep you busy planning 
ahead. As details of the above 
events are disseminated, I will let 
you know the details. 

Int’l. Leather Sir/boy 

When the International Mr. 
Drummer and Drummer boy ti¬ 
tles folded with the disappearance 
of Drummer Magazine and a 
shameful severance of Robert Da- 
volt from the now Dutch-owned 
entity, the action sent many of you 
into a frenzy of disbelief and dis¬ 
may. The rights to produce the 
Drummer titles were given to 
Mike Zuhl of Pittsburgh, Pennsyl¬ 


vania. who promptly created a 
board of directors and com¬ 
menced to produce the Drummer 
and Drummer Boy titles. Later, 
due to the greed of the Dutch 
owners, the severance from all ref¬ 
erences to “Drummer” was com¬ 
plete and the titles were re-named 
“International Leather Sir and 
boy”. Since then the contest has 
been held annually at the Sun 
Coast Resort in St. Petersburg, 
Florida, and it will be held there 
again this year. 

But there seems to be an “aura” 
around these titles. Is there a lack of 
interest? Are regional producers not 
getting their money’s worth by 
sponsoring regional competitions? 
Is there not enough communica¬ 
tion between Mike Zuhl and his re¬ 
gional producers? The New Eng¬ 
land Region has not sent a repre¬ 
sentative for the past two years. 
Mike Marino and Connie Cox pro¬ 
duced the Northeast region last 
year and they will not produce it 
this year. Graylin Thornton will not 
produce the Southern California 
regional contest and at this point in 
time, no one is willing to produce 
the Northern California region. Is 
interest waning in these titles? Ad¬ 
mitted, it’s NOT the Drummer title 
many of us remember. Neverthe¬ 
less, ILSb is allegedly based on the 
“Drummer” image and concepts. 
There has NOT been a decent 
leather magazine out there for sev¬ 
eral years now. The Instigator Mag- 
next page ► 


EVENTURES IN LEATHER 


Thursday, May 19 

Send-off and good luck party for Mr. SF Leather 
Dodger Allen and Mr. Hayes Valley Leather Jay 
Harcourt from 2100 to midnight with a $7 
beer/soda bust. Good luck in Chicago guys! We 
know you're doing it "Your Way." 

Friday, May 20 

Exiles of SF feature Janet Hardy and Dossie East¬ 
on at their monthly meeting at the Women's Bldg, 
tonight They will expound on "Radical Ecstasy". 
Doors open 1930. Program at 2000 until 2200. 

Saturday, May 21 

Men of Discipline present "Uniform Night" at the 
Powerhouse. No other info furnished. In the after¬ 
noon from 1500 to 1800, SF Lea. Daddy Doug 
presents "A Dog Day Afternoon" from 1500-1800 
at the Eagle Tavern to benefit PAWS and Rocket 
Dog Rescue. Beer/soda bust - adopt a mutt! 

Sunday, May 22 

IML Send-Off party for Jay Harcourt @ Marlena's 


Bar from 1600 to 2000. Good luck in Chicago! 

Wednesday, May 25 

Leather Buddies at 933 Harrison. You know the 
rules: No sneakers, no cologne, and no attitude. 
Strict dress code. Call 777-HEAD. 

Weekend, May 26-31 

27th edition of International Mr. Leather at the 
Navy Pier in Chicago. Hundreds of parties. NO 
drugs condoned! 

Friday, May 27 

Pig Fuck 2005 in a Chicago warehouse near the 
host hotel. Only 1500 men admitted by the Dick- 
Wadd Fan Club. Get an invite at the Dick Wadd 
booth at the IML Leather Market or email: cus- 
tomerservice@dickwadd.com 

Saturday, May 28 

The 15 Association play party at the usual location. 
For info call 673-0452 or: 
www.the25association.com. 
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The phallus indurate 

Or,'Song of the dildo, part V 


by John F. Karr 


T he Johnny Hazzard Dildo 
just fell in my lap. I’d never 
gotten a review copy of a 
dildo before. This one was com¬ 
pliments of the Chi Chi LaRue 
ColleXXXion. Chi Chi’s got some 
rather novel booty-rooters avail¬ 
able at 

www.ChannellReleasing.com, but 
this is her first celebrity dildo. 

It’s my first replicock, too. But 
eager analists snatch ’em up. The 
stores are full of them. Falcon Stu¬ 
dio gets some sort of prize for 
having 14 of its stars available for 
topical application in your home. 
Other companies offer many vari¬ 
eties. There’s the Kevin Dean Vir¬ 
tual Reality Cock: “Its 12 in. prove 
that size is everything,” reads its 
copy, but that’s true only if you 
disregard aesthetics. There’s the 
Adam Dexter Cock, one of only a 
couple African-American dildos; 
the Ron Jeremy Dong, for those of 
you who want to pretend 
you’re making out with 
barnyard animals; the Ty 
Fox Super Cock, “with 
the magic-mushroom 
head;” the Jeff Stryker 
Rotating Dildo — 

“Simply flick the 
switch!” and it turns 
’round like 
a lazy 
Susan on 
its suction 
cup; and there’s the Peter North 
Decorator Ejaculating Penis. Cur¬ 
rently str8t boy North was once 
gay star Matt Ramsey, and his 
highly decorative cock is fondly 
remembered. His is the only Star 
Cock that squirts. “Using the hole 
in the top of the cock, fill the balls 
full of liquid, then squeeze it out 
to create a great ejaculation!” The 
instructions suggest making 
Peter/Matt’s cum out of evaporat¬ 
ed milk, sugar and an egg white. 
But one reviewer I’ve seen has rec¬ 
ommended against that, advising, 
“You could always give natural yo¬ 
gurt a try.” 

In a category of its own is the 
Lukas Ridgeston dildo. My friend 
Prissy bought two as soon as it hit 
the stores. “Look, at this, girl,” she 
gushed. “It’s got a foreskin.” It was, 
indeed, a marvel of engineering, 
the first dildo ever made with a 
working foreskin, which rolls up 
and down over the cockhead. “But 



Not the Thing Itself, but close. 


eeeuch,” Miss Thing wailed. 
“Wouldn’t your...” she paused, 
looking for a ladylike word. 

“Wouldn’t your ‘stuff’ get 
caught under it? It’s 
gross!” 

“No, dear, you’re 
gross. Number One, 
, you’re supposed to 
douche before inser¬ 
tion. Number Two, 
you’re supposed to put a 
condom 
on the 
thing. 
They’re 

hard to clean, and the porous ones 
breed bacteria.” 

“Yes, yes,” she squealed, “but if 
you put a condom on the Lukas 
Cock, how are you going to feel 
the foreskin?” 

Ah — a puzzlement! 

Big squeeze 

I delayed nearly two weeks be¬ 
fore I could bring myself to open 
the Johnny Hazzard Penis. I was 
afraid. Afraid I’d discover its false¬ 
ness. Better to let it reside, 
totemic, encased in molded-plas- 
tic purity, where it’s cleverly posi¬ 
tioned against a photo of Johnny 
to look like his Real Thing gone 
gargantua. Well, it kept crying my 
name, so I finally released it. 
Holding it in my hand, it looked 
amazingly real. Unlike a lot of 
celebrity moldings, this one does¬ 
n’t seem exaggerated. Just like 
Johnny’s, it’s not frighteningly 
long, but has a nice heft and con¬ 


vincingly firm squeezability. The 
glans has the exact texture of 
Johnny’s grained satin, and every 
other pore and wrinkle of John¬ 
ny’s cock is not only exactly, but 
naturally duplicated. What an in¬ 
credible art the making of dildos 
has become — even the tracery of 
veins beneath the skin are a deli¬ 
cate light-blue. 

Naturally, I put it in my 
mouth. “You put it in your 
mouth?” Prissy asked as incredu¬ 
lously as if I’d just told her I’d 
licked Dianne Feinstein. I told her, 
“Of course. Everybody always 
does that in movies, they wipe it 
all over their body and deep throat 
it while their eyes roll back in ec¬ 
stasy.” “Yeah, but they’re being 
paid!” Well, with or without fee, 
sucking is hot-wired. It’s genetic, 
you know, babies do it to every¬ 
thing within reach, straight guys 
do it to udders, and I put the dildo 
in my mouth. Bottom line — I’m 
a cocksucker. I wanna suck a star’s 
cock, not sit on a rubber imitation 
of it. You know that when a John¬ 
ny comes along, we each gotta 
take him in our own way. Anyway, 
I’ve always been more into butt- 
plugs. Much less exertion. But this 
one is a grave disappointment. It 
tastes soapy, and leaves an oil-slick 
aftertaste. So I’m sure I won’t be 
going down on it again. The real 
question is, will it be going up in 
me? 

Blandishments on the box as¬ 
sure me that these 8 in. of deep 
pleasure will make me realize why 
Johnny’s a star. I’m dubious. John¬ 
ny’s a star because there’s some¬ 
thing besides a suction cup at the 
end of his dick. And that some¬ 
thing animates his dick. Some¬ 
thing that neither the wall of my 
shower stall nor the stool that’s ex¬ 
actly the right height for squatting 
on can do to put some ju-ju in this 
one. And though I’ve got a good 
imagination, I just can’t see myself 
crying, “Fuck me, Johnny, fuck 
me,” as I bounce on a replicock. 
C’mon — it’s rubber. It’s stuck to 
my chair with a suction cup! 

Still, this attractive and nicely- 
sized toy has its allure. “So,” Prissy 
probed gently, “have you and 
Johnny... consummated?” I gave 
her my most butch silent glance. 
“Well, how can you review it if 
you haven’t used it?” Ah — anoth¬ 
er puzzlement. Best thing about a 
replicock is that they don’t tell. 
And neither will I. ▼ 



Mister Marcus 

M previous page 

azine seems to be thriving but its 
“esoteric” content and “in your 
face” presentation isn’t getting the 
attention it deserves. Great graph¬ 
ics, color and “butchly” approaches 
to anything leather/uniform/latex 
and kink go unappreciated by the 
major leather community. 

At any rate, International 
Leather sir/boy will take place this 
year again in St. Petersburg, Flori¬ 
da at the Sun Coast Resort. If 
there has been a change in venue, 
no one told me about it. But get¬ 
ting “press” out of Mike Zuhl is 
like trying to get an audience with 
the Pope. Any pope. 

Local news 

All across the nation, send-off 
parties for IML 2005 contestants 
are taking place. Last weekend, 
Saturday, May 14, Mr. North 
Coast Leather Jeff Hettinger host¬ 
ed his at the Rainbow Cattle Com¬ 


pany up at the Russian River, 
while Mama’s Family Reunion 
event was taking place. A hefty 
crowd of locals and out-of-town- 
ers were on hand for the barbecue 
and beer bust. There were no con¬ 
testants for the Russian River 
Leather Sir/boy titles, so it was 
canceled, but the outgoing title- 
holder bid his farewell in full-face 
“sister” drag to much applause. 

Tonight, Thursday, May 19, 
San Francisco’s entries Dodger 
Allen (Mr. SF Leather) and Jay 
Harcourt (Mr. Hayes Valley 
Leather) will host a send-off party 
at the Powerhouse from about 
2100 on. Then on Sunday, May 22, 
Marlena’s Bar will host a send-off 
party for Jay Harcourt from 1600 
to 2000, Mr. Hayes Valley Leather. 

That winds it up for this week. 
Stay tuned for developments in 
your area and make sure every¬ 
thing you do while wearing 
leather is honorable. 

At deadline time I learned of 
the death of Robert Davolt. He 
will be greatly missed. ▼ 



Jeff Hettinger is Mr. North Coast 
Leather (Russian River Area) and 
among the 2005 IML Class. He 
celebrated his IML send-off at the 
Rainbow Cattle Company bar last 
Saturday, May 14. 



U 

Doors: 7:30 - 8:30 PM only 

Info: 413-267-6999 • SFJacks.com 

mii 




EXPECT THE 
UNEXPECTED! 


NOW OPEN 2 pm Sat. & Sun. • 4 pm weekdays 

2051 Market at Church • Info: 864-3767 • massage appts: 255-4921 • erossf.com 
























































44 BAY AREA REPORTER 19 May 2005 



‘Under the Sea’ packs the house 

The Edge celebrates 14 years with an underwater theme 



by Donna Sachet 


he 14th Anniversary Party of 
The Edge last Saturday lived 
up to all expectations, with 
incredible sea-world decorations 
by Joe Mac, stellar musical enter¬ 
tainment from Deana Dawn, 
Manley Lennox, Kelly Parks, 
and Tanya Hullana, tasty hors 
d’oeuvres, free-flowing cocktails, 
and a packed house. Manager 
Dave Wheeler kept the oldies 
music coming as a slide show of 
years past flashed on a wall high 
above the stage. Gary Virginia 
distributed customer appreciation 
awards and kept the celebrants 


happy and entertained, all while 
raising money for Family Link. 
There’s no doubt about it: this is a 
business that knows what it’s 
doing and does it right! 

After that celebra¬ 
tion, we headed over 
to Mezzanine/industry 
and the Raging Stallion 
video release party hosted 
by that disarmingly hand¬ 
some Michael 
Brandon. The 
place was 
jammed, and 
there were smiles all around. Since 
the night was still young, we 
jaunted over to The Stud for 
Super Sugar hosted by Jose. This 


legendary bar continues to delight 
its clientele, and this special 
monthly club is adding a new cut¬ 
ting-edge feel to Saturday nights. 

Thanks to David 
Rice, we attended Deb¬ 
bie DeCoudreaux’s 
opening night at The 
Empire Plush Room. She 
delivered a charming pro¬ 
gram of funny and touching 
songs while sharing 
some personal in¬ 
sights she has 
gathered during 
her musical career. Being opening 
night, the crowd glittered as well, 
including charismatic Veronica 
Klaus, currently appearing on 
Saturday nights at Michael’s Oc- 
tavia Lounge, and legendary 
French star and Tony Award-win¬ 
ner Liliane Montevecchi, head¬ 
lining at the delightful Teatro Zin- 
zanni. The Plush Room still has a 
magical ability to offer music 
beautifully and intimately to those 
who appreciate the art. 

Speaking of live music, keep 
your eyes open for an upcoming 
series of Friday nights at the Pan- 
Pacific Hotel featuring amazing 
local talent from Tin Pan Alley 
Productions. More to come. 

Hearts broken 

Last Friday night, the halls of 
Noe Valley Ministry reverberated 
with music and memories of a 
great friend of the community, 
“Celebrating the Life and Times of 
the Fabulous Ms. Jo Carol.’’ Kim 


Sea-world decor by Joe Mac transformed familiar environs at The Edge. 




Manley Lennox, Terry Penn, and Deena Dawn at the Under the Sea party. 


Tee van pulled together a great 
cast of singers and speakers, rely¬ 
ing heavily on the great body of 
music that Jo Carol composed and 
recorded. There wasn’t a seat to be 
had nor a dry eye in the house. 
One of the most stunning mo¬ 
ments was our own Sheba! mas¬ 
terfully singing “Heart of Gold” to 
Ms. Carol’s mother, the person for 
whom Ms. Carol had written the 
song. Beautiful music is truly 
timeless and incredibly powerful. 

The weekend ended on a 
somber but meaningful note with 
the AIDS Candlelight Vigil on Sun¬ 
day night. This annual event was 
started in San Francisco in 1983, 
and has grown to include 4,500 
communities in 93 countries. As 
we walked from the Castro to the 
Life Garden at Noe and Market, so 
many thoughts circled the mostly 
quiet gathering... memories of vi¬ 
brant lives snuffed out, years of dis¬ 
regard and blame, overwhelming 
sadness, and eventually pride in the 
strength and agility of our com¬ 


munity in its response to this un¬ 
precedented pandemic. Speakers 
included Supervisor Bevan Dufty, 
Human Rights Commissioner Ce¬ 
cilia Chung, Dr. Michael Siever, 
and emcee Gary Virginia, but big 
kudos go to Sister Kitty for spear¬ 
heading this project. 

Looking for a fun evening? 
Here are two upcoming ideas: 
This Saturday, May 21, at 8 p.m. at 
Marlena’s, Empress Amber 
Dee-Ole of Monterey and Prince 
Imperial Tony Onorati celebrate 
a decade of Priscilla: Queen of the 
Desert. We just love a theme! And 
next Thursday, May 26, at 5:30 
p.m., at the SF LGBT Community 
Center, the AIDS Legal Referral 
Panel presents Legal Briefs II, an 
Underwear Fashion Show 8c Ex¬ 
travaganza. Last year’s inaugural 
event was such a hit, as usually 
staid attorneys took to the runway 
sporting stylish underwear and 
lots of attitude. This year, the men 
of Titan Men will be joining the 
cast, so don’t miss it. ▼ 


Fairy Butch 

A Arts cover 

and the show typically drew a 
packed house, it was also extreme¬ 
ly crowded. “I really like my 
shows,” Lotney says with a laugh, 
“but if I was a spectator, I would 
really think twice about coming, 
because it was so uncomfortable.” 

After “In Bed” left the CoCo 
Club in 2000, the show searched 
for a permanent home for two 
years, with shows produced inter¬ 
mittently at a variety of locations, 
until it found a home at Club 
Galia (now 12 Galaxies) in the 
Mission District. Lotney currently 
produces about a dozen “In Bed 
with Fairy Butch” shows every 
year, including special shows for 
Pride, Hanukkah (the annual 
“Hanukkah Hoedown” is surely a 
San Francisco original), and New 
Year’s Eve. For the 10th anniver¬ 
sary show, Lotney promises, “In 
addition to fabulous dancers, 
we’re going to do a new ‘In Bed’ 
game, for people who met at Fairy 
Butch. I expect there will be a big 
Shirley number, and a couple of 
extra surprises!” 

Lotney, 40, first moved to San 
Francisco in 1985 when she was 
20, after growing up in Dayton, 
Ohio. “I didn’t know a soul in San 
Francisco,” she remembers. “I had 
only been there once, when I was 
eight.” Arriving with only $700 in 
her pocket, she was eager to jump 
into the queer scene. “I didn’t have 
any money, and I didn’t have any 



Fairy Butch pleases the crowd. 


friends out here, so I would basi¬ 
cally go to the bar with a tooth¬ 
brush in my back pocket, find 
somebody to go home with, and 
stay with them for two weeks,” she 
recalls, laughing. “That’s how I 
started out here.” 

Although Lotney had attended 
the University of Michigan for one 
year after high school, she didn’t 
go back to college until she was 25, 
when she enrolled in the Univer¬ 
sity of California at Berkeley to 
earn an interdisciplinary degree in 
the Visual and Literary Represen¬ 
tations of Sexuality. During her 
years at Berkeley, she became a sex 
educator, which led to her work 
with On Our Backs and, eventual¬ 
ly, what she calls the “Fairy Butch 
Dynasty.” 

“In my twenties, I focused on ro¬ 
mance, love and sex, and what did I 
get?” she asks. “I got a career.” T 

' ... 
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Up and down 
Polk Street 


BwAkyaR 


REAHEPORTER 


Personals 


by Sweet Lips 


P art of Polk Street looks like 
no-man’s land with all the 
vacant and boarded-up 
stores. It must be the greedy land¬ 
lords’ fault! I certainly would like 
it to look like it did during our 
salad days, when we were all still 
green and wet behind 
the ears. 

The Polk 
neighborhood 
still has some great 
things going on, in¬ 
cluding the popular 
N’ Touch dance 
club, at 1548 Polk 
St., which has spe¬ 
cial events every evening. Friday 
night dancing is packed with DJ X 
and hot go-go boys from 11 p.m. 
till closing, and don’t forget they 
are open 3 p.m. daily. With drinks 
at $2, you can hardly find a space 
at the bar ... isn’t that right, Gil? 

The popular “Circle J” video 
club at 369 Ellis St. still has the tal¬ 
ented Dildora, but he tells me that 
two nights, Tuesday and Friday 
starting at 8 p.m., are really hot 
“Naked Nites” and assures me the 
crowd is fantastic. 

Stopped off with Dennis Tyler 
at the recently remodeled Gang¬ 
way at 841 Larkin St. The new bar 
is much longer and very much im¬ 
proved. Darrell is still as charming 
as ever behind the new seafoam 
green bar. 

Things are moving ahead nice¬ 


ly for the new “Vous,” as we affec¬ 
tionately refer to Club Rendez¬ 
vous, which recently closed its 
doors, in search of a new location. 
Seems the relocation is going well. 
More on that in a later column. 

Over in the Castro, the very 
pleasant Pilsner Inn at 225 Church 
St. is the new hangout for the old 
Bob Golovich crowd, especially 
when bartender Keith is on 
the planks. 

For those of you 
who go South of 
Market, don’t for¬ 
get Jerry Olsen’s 
Lone Star Saloon, 
at 1354 Harrison 
St., has many spe¬ 
cial events in the 
works. You won’t want to miss 
them! Call 415-863-9999 for info. 

On a personal grooming note, 
the beard is gone! It feels wonder¬ 
ful to be clean-shaven again, so all 
of you can forget about calling me 
Ernest Hemingway! Oh, the things 
I do for fans! 

I got to see Don Rogers of Gin¬ 
gers’s the other evening, and he 
looks great! Keep up the good 
work, Don! 

Memorial Day is just around 
the corner, which means it’s time 
to start my Christmas Club once 
again! My, how the seasons turn so 
quickly. 

Speaking of holidays, don’t for¬ 
get that Gay Pride weekend is com¬ 
ing up soon! If you haven’t started 
working on your outfits and floats, 
now is the time to get busy! T 



Prom Queen 

◄ page 34 

When we first spy him, Marc 
is just waking up from what the 
cameraman slyly calls his “beauty 
sleep,” and frankly he’s not all 
that pleased to be onscreen in his 
morning face, complete with 
glasses instead of contact lenses. 
Later, this shy Marc will give a 
heartbreakingly real performance 
at a press conference in Ottawa. 
Instead of the self-assured boy 
who knows his lines, Marc is 
overwhelmed by emotion and 
drops his head on the table as if 
the exercise of having to feign the 
persona of a member of the Royal 
Family has finally got to him. But 
his unfinished sentence hangs in 
the air as eloquently as the^ more 
scTfptetFsoliloquy mdVfiigly de¬ 
livered by Ashmore in Prom 
Queen. 

Second banana 

Marc’s boyfriend, Jason (Mac 
Fyee), becomes a closeted, cau¬ 
tionary figure in the movie. Di¬ 
rector L’Ecuyer says the boyfriend 
deserves to be left behind while 
Marc goes on to college, since he 
refuses to come out. In the docu¬ 
mentary, the boyfriend appears 
more eager to talk to the camera 
than Marc, and at one point ex¬ 
presses a wish that the whole 
media blitz had been framed 
more with them as a couple. 

Marc’s real-life father is also 
far more comfortable at stating 
his feelings than his son. Prom 
Queen's father, nicely under¬ 
played by Zabrinski, appears 
more based on the classic stolid, 
silent Quebec father figure. There 
is a nice comic touch in the script 
where a gay man (played by 
writer Staines) confuses the fa¬ 
ther for a “daddy”-like trick at a 


party publicizing Marc’s case. 

The real problem with Prom 
Queen is that it aspires to deliver 
a John Waters-like salvo against 
Catholic morality while in reality 
falling below the satirical stan¬ 
dards of Dawson's Creek. The 
mistake of those who think that 
the saucy glibness of the faux 
teens from the Creek or The O.C. 
can substitute for actual charac¬ 
ter development is the failure to 
realize that TV anthology-show 
characters represent a cumulative 
identity established over weeks 
and seasons. The comic book-like 
chorus of female and male “Brit- 
neys” who are supposed to make 
us laugh through this episode of 
teen hell are just puerile jokes. 
The considerable talents of the 
late Andre Noble (star of Sugar) 
are wasted in these skits. Noble 
would have made a good school 
foil, friend or foe. 

The core of the real Marc Hall 
story includes the heroic support 
the boy and his family received 
from his father’s union, a local of 
the Canadian Auto Workers. 
Union organizer Mike Shields is 
a pit bull as he challenges the 
Catholic school’s board to let 
Marc plead his case. Later, Marc 
gets a personal boost from the 
national auto-workers’ president, 
and a substantial check to make 
up for the scholarship vindictive¬ 
ly yanked by the school. 

Prom Queen is well worth 
watching for its indictment of a 
Rome-dictated Catholicism that 
has lost all contact with our age, 
for Ashmore’s earnest perfor¬ 
mance, and for a comic sup¬ 
porting role from Kids in the 
Hall graduate Scott Thompson 
as Marc’s big-city lawyer, but it’s 
a pity that it couldn’t have in¬ 
cluded more of the grit and 
contradictions of its real-life 
person. T 


MASSAGE 


Luis CMT 

Professional 
Deep Tissue 
Swedish 
Mas&ag 



In/Out 
Calls 1 

||g# ; 


Irch7 

415-240-3136 

@hotmai\.com 




Erotic nude Mass by mature, in-shape 
man SF24Hr Mark 398-2441 

_E23 

YOUNG ASIAN 

IN/OUT $50 24 HOURS 

DAVE 395-9354 


MASSAGE BY HOT ASIAN 

30,5'8",145, Silky XXX Smooth 
$80 In/100 Out, Call Hung 
948-7244. 

E20 

SANTA ROSA HIDEAWAY 

Superb very personal massage plus 
fantasies explored by mature masseur 
in remote country setting. Also,group 
massages and social programs. 

Roger 707-525-1771 

§20 

COMPLETE FULL BODY 

Sensual massage done in the nude by 
masculine endowed mature masseur 
at your place. 

Chuck • (510)388-4941 

SJ SFEB ASIAN CMT 

VGL masc GAM,33/5'67150/6.5. 
Sensual full body acupressure & 
Shiatsu massage w/release done 
nude, Therapeutic too. In/Out. 

Call Smooth Doug 
408-202-0811. 

E20 

SEXY SOCCER PLAYER 

Erotic nude massage masculine 
friendly handsome Latino 28yo 24/7 
158 lbs in/out call Max 
441-2854 

_E21 

TRIP TO XTASY!!! 

BUNS & LEGS, NOOKS & 
CRANNYS, MY SPECIALITY 

Hotman 48,6', 165#, S&P beard, 
hung Erotic Full body massage. In/Out 
lOam-lOpm $60-70 M/C, Visa Add 
$5. Call Dick 415-244-8828 

Magnificent Massage “Huge Hands" 
Relax, Nurture. 

Rich 510-207-0545 E2o 

ACHING FOR A MASSAGE 

Deep, rich, relaxing, strong therapeu¬ 
tic massage for in-shape guys by 29 yr 
old. Student discount. In/Out calls, 
day/eve and late nite apptmts avail. 
Eric * 841-5870. 


LOVING 

STROKES 

Nurturing, Sensual 
Healing, Satisfying 



STRONG HANDS 
SENSITIVE & EXPERIENCED 

From Stress Reduction to 
Simple Relaxation 

STEVE C.M.T. 
821-2985 



:ative 

>YWORK 

Empower 
I Yourself 
Thru 

Supportive, 
Sensual, 
Nurturing 
and Healing 
Touch 

J ctlder, cmt 

5)447*2700 




BODY2RELAX 
Alejandro CMT 

415.297.8360 

body2relax@ 

YAHOO.COM 


Personal Touch 

Therapeutic & Erotic 
Deep, Satisfying Massage 
Certified & Discreet 

Daniel 626-4192 Eves/Wknds 


Hairy, Muscular, 5'10" 185 Very 
Experienced. Erotic, Sensual, 

Playful Massage. Nude, Table 
415-934-9325. 

Cell is 415-310-6624 Jim 

__E22 

FIRESIDE MASSAGE 

Unique Style Therapeutic And Erotic 
Massage In Front Of A Fireplace. 

Out Calls Available Also. Johnny 
505-3060 

Young Nude Massage SfErotic.com 

§21 

24 Y.O. 5'8 x 150 Strt., Gymnast's 

NUDE BRAZILIAN RUB!! 

Soft Sensl. Touch Steve 994-9409 

_§20 

S0MAHANDS.COM 

Swedish/Deep Tissue Massage By 
Handsome Fit Professional. 

Scott CMT 415/864-6384 

§20 

www.SfGaymassage.com 

§20 

Peninsula Therapeutic & Erotic 
In/Out Full Body TLC 
650 367-7528 

_§27 

STEVE FOSTER CMT $80 

Wknts + Wknds (415) 412-0397 
SF+ EB 

_E20 

San Jose Massage • (408) 729-7156 


F E 

R N A N D O 




i 

JPPfjllp' 


Swedish 


and 


deep 


tissue mas^ 


sage * 


in and out f| 

415.505.9056 

fernandoalvaro@earthlink.net 




Ecstasy Of Berlinl 

mfm c«t **f-< & 

■par 

$m m t m m. wmrn, 

PMIp: 415^50-4333 


COMPLETE RELEASE 


CONCORD-WALNUT CREEK 
FULL BODY/FULL PLEASURE 

BY FRED OR BUTCHY 
90-MINUTES/S40 
CALL: 925-S 82-56 7S 



HOT MUSCLE ASIAN 

Deep, Strong, Full Body CMT 
408 661-7415 

§21 

15+ yrs Exp, Full Tension Release 

*MID-PENINSULA-CMT* 

In/Out Days/Eves, Tom 650-345-7318 

Fremont, Jim CMT • Great Hands • 
Therapeutic/Relaxing, Mature 
$40/Hour • (510) 651-2217 

HOT MUSCLE ASIAN 

Swedish/Deep Tissue Jay (415) 830-7103. 

VGL CMT Czech Blond/Blue 145 29 
8x6 Athletic Pavel 410-7829 

§21 

Hot Young Boy. Sensual, Erotic 
Massage. 415-410-4105 Out Only 

E20 

San Jose- Full Body - Swedish CMT 
$40/hr $55/90min. - Same Day Appt. 
8am-9pm Daily - Showers Avail. 
408-288-6169 Anthony - Air Cond. E ^ 

Castro, Certified, Only $50/$70 

*WANNA MELT?* 

Jim de Masseur • 415-621-4517 

E20 

FEEL THE DIFFERENCE 

Strong, Energetic & Athletic. 

Fernando CMT 510-325-7725 In/Out 

_§21 

Sensual Fullbody Massage 
In & Out Calls! 415-350-0968 
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MASSAGE 



Sore Muscles? 

Call one of our 
Certified Massage 
Therapists 
to get some "relief"! 





Dave Gerdes 

¥* M.A.. C.M.T. 

I Bodywork & Coaching 

^ "integral massage" 
for appt.-415.49119200 

www .indeerpark.net 


Call RON 

(415)260-2649 


In/Out 
$100 -2 hr 
25-5’ 7”-138 

# 


Full Body 
Deep Tissue 
Pressure 
Therapeutic 
Sensual 




Anton • 6'i" • 190# 

Sensual Massage 

925.920.0018 


Enjoy My 





POWER 

MUSCLE 

MASSAGE 


5’10” 160ibs 

15.640.2836 

disraeiic@yahoo.com 


Professional Foot & Body 
with Aroma Oils 


THAI MASSAGE 


Cute Asian Latino CMT 5'7" 135 

EROTIC SWEDISH RUB 

Relaxing Sensual & Playful 
$65/60min. or $80/90min. 
Miguel 706-7964 
In The Castro 



511” *195# 
Masculine 47yo 

Deep Swedish 
Legit/Erotic 
7am-11pm In/Out 

510.601.6995 



ASIAN/ THAI 

Thai Massage 
iSwedisWDeep Tissue 
Relaxation 
[Therapeutic 
•9", 14SI!bs. 1 gym tone 

CaiiTu (CMT) 

415-99947871 


EAST BAY MASSAGE 

Therapeutic To Erotic, Relaxing To 
Deeply Stimulating. $100 For 
90 Min. Brad 510 • 418-0979 And 
More Info At: Bradinberkeley.com 


PREMIER DELUXE ASIAN 
1/2CHN1/2 KOREAN 

25yo, 5'9", 165lbs, Swedish/Erotic 
Bodywork Call Hank 
415-518-0168 


SENSUAL NUDE MASSAGE 

By Handsome Masculine Hot Latin. 
28/yo, 150#, 5'8". Call Luis 
415-336-0419 In Or Out. 



soundwrks 
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massage 



SEXY ASIAN 

$60 Jim 269-5707 


Exp. CMT, Quiet Noe Vally> Heal, Relax 

DEEP SWEDISH $40 SALE 

Day Times 'Til 5pm Ed 647-4388 

E20 

Blond Dancer-Tantric/Shiatsu 
Massage-Sensual Nick 
415-908-8606 


PRIDE IS ALMOST 
HERE! 

• DON’T FORGET TO 
ADVERTISE WITH THE 
B.A.R.! 

CLASSIFIED LINE 
ADS DEADLINE 
FOR PRIDE IS 
MONDAY, JUNE 
20TH AT 12PM 

_ I 

SEXY C.M.T. 

Great Massage By Experienced 
Well Endowed Friendly CMT 
320-0302 


ASIAN EAST BAY, CMT 

Full Body,'Swedish, Shiatsu 
In $60, Out $75 510-420-0112 KJ 


PROSTATE BLISS 

And Health + Full-Body By Pro. 
989-7736 Union Sq. Area. In Only 

_ 1 _ _E2S 

MASSAGE BY 
MUSCLED DUDE 

call Dave @ 650-533-2560 $80/hr 

E21 

BUTT MASSAGE 

George (415) 812-7705 


Bald Head, Hairy Jock, Sensual 
Massage Plus More 6', 175lbs, 8" 
John (510) 658-2437 


RESPECTFULLY SENSUAL 

Nude Deep Tissue Myofascial 
Release. Mutual Touch Release. 
Table, Lotion, Oil. Near Van Ness & 
Market. Steven, CMT. 
www.gaymassage.org/Steven 
(415) 626-4800 Visa/Mc/Amex 


Pecs* Kinky* U ncut*24/7 *540-0269 


HOT ASIAN CMT 

25yo Cute, Smooth, Built, Full Body 
Massage And More ... Union Square 
415-368-4628 Tom. 


Scott Romyns, CMT 



TAKE IT TO THE LIMIT 

FB. Castro. Peter • 415-298-3309 


Relaxing Swedish Massage By Rob. 
Handsome With Strong Hands. $55/hr In 
Only. Call Rob 415-8454807 Anytime e?? 

Asian Touch In/Out Reliable CMT 
Soothing/Nurturing/Satisfying 
Short Notic OK 260-0613 Frank 


WWW.GAYMASSAGE.ORG 
CMT'S Place A Free Photo Ad. 
Browse All Ads For Free. 


NAPA, VERY BEST 
DEEP TISSUE 

Swedish Massage. Beautiful Hillside 
Location. David CMT 707.738.9577 


Sensuality And Sensibility 
www.tgpraxis.net 415-505-8980 


THEROTIC TOUCH 

Get Spoiled By Skilled Pro With 
Blend Of Therapeutic + Erotic 
Massage For Men Who Want It All 
Tom In Oakland (510) 251-2480 


AFTER THE FIRE 

Integrative Bodywork By Dr. Kirk 
Prine, CMT In New Location On 17th 
In Castro (415) 552-7417 
www.fleshandspirit.org/kp2.html 


SPANK U VERY MUCH 

Ultimate Buttology Asian 573-5696 2i 

PROSTATE EUPHORIA 

Real full body massage w/nipple 
Work.& Release. 244-9924 


CUTE CHUBBY ASIAN 
EROTIC MASSAGE IN $75 

33 5.8 180lbs 

CALL NATA @ 415-359-7005 2o 

WE’RE QUEER! 
WE’RE HERE! 

TRIP TO XTASY!!! 

BUNS & LEGS, NOOKS & 
CRANNYS, MY SPECIALITY 

Hotman 48,6', 165#, S&P beard, 
hung Erotic Full body massage. In/Out 
lOam-lOpm $60-70 M/C, Visa Add 
$5. Call Dick 415-244-8828 


STEVE FOSTER CMT $80 

Wknts + Wknds (415) 412-0397 
SF + EB 




A Man’s Bodywork 
By A Man’s Bodyworker 


lifts- 

, 


Table/Oil \ 
In/Out V, 
Day/Nite 
Wori</You 


| ■ 1 

s 


WILLIAM 


415.203.7027 



CHAI 

5'ir Muscular 
Asian Athlete, 
Real Sensual Full 
Deep Tissue Mas; 
Dud Available 


_ Jay 

Swedish 
m t Massage 
CMT 


63 


415-407-9424 

HRsl0am-7pm Monday-Saturday 
jjwagner1970@yahoo.com 






unext 


"Resident DJ's Naz, 
Leonard and Jomai 
spin that deep house 
sound to penetrate 
your body & soul. 


Saturday, May 21, 2005 
Special Guest 

KARTER 


gay trip/hop. 
(www.getkarter.com) 
Performing live at 
Sugar! 

Songs from his album 
"The Down Low". 


whatcha 
gonna 
do for me? 


The Stud • 399 9\h fit. * SF 




IER* MUSCLE WOl 
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MODELS/ESCORTS 







TH£ WORLD'S LRRQeST 
GRV ESCORT SITS 

onunet 


5,000,000 



RICARDO 


IVAN ANDROS 


415 - 305-7701 



1347 Folsom San Francisco, CA 415-552*8689 powerhouse-sf.com 



Preview/Send-off Party 

Thursday, May 19 
9 p.m. - Midnight 
$7 Beverage benefit 


in Francisco Leather Mr. Hayes Valley leather 
ir Allen Jay Harcort 

Special guests. Leather Styles. Demos and MORE! 




-LONG 8c SLOW- 
MY SPECIALTY 


6’3”, 185# Top 
From Mild to Wild. 
Sensual & Slow. 
Playroom/Sling 
Beginners Welcome 

Call Jay 

415.385.9623 




New To SF from Texas 

STRICKLY TOP 

9x7 Hard Tool XXX Thick 
Masculine * Attractive 
Thirty Something 
6am to Midnight. Chemical Free 

Vincent • $110 • Out Only 
415.410.6369 


Folsom &«*** Francisco, CA 94103 
-41Xwww.powerhouMe-tif.com 
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MODELS/ESnORTS 


When only the BEST 

l 

15311311 Jake Walker! 

#1 Rated Escort in S.F. 

•30 y.o., 6ft. ,170# 

• 8" cut, thick 

• Italian/French background 

• Hot & MASCULINE 117J1 

• Sexy Blue eyes 

• Exceptional good looks 

• ZERO Attitude!! 

• Very DISCREET & Professional 

(415)412-' 

fljfl TopSFstud.com 



MIREC 


6’0” • 178# 

31 y-o. 

Eastern European Hunk 
with Gorgeous Body. 


10x6 Perect Uncut 


Please Unblock 
Your Number. 


ASIAN TOP 

$80/$100 * JIM 269-5707 

_ E22 

LEATHER TOP! 

Light to heavy sensual SM 
handsome experienced w/dungeon 

TOM 415-487-1296 

_ ^ ^ _E20 

Mike, 40,^lO",^#, Bl/Blu 
Clean-cut, Muscle Hunk 
In/Out $100, (415) 863-8932 

E52-05 

Latin Macho Hunk 6' 190. Well De¬ 
fined Body, Strong Legs, Big Bubble 
Butt, Big Balls, Very Well Hung, & 
Versatile. Call Joe 
415-225-4963 

AFFECTION STUD 

29 GWM 6' 190lbs 32wst Big Legs 
1" Cut Hot Bubble Butt Cleancut 
Masculine Versatile In/Out 24/7 

PAGE ME (415) 227-7727 

_ _E20 

FIREFIGHTER 

6T', 175#, VGL stud, 32 yo, mus¬ 
cled. Call Jeff at 1-888-699-2325 

_ E21 

LET’S PARTY 9” 

(415) 775-4771, 24 Hours. 

E2C 

HOT HORNY 26 

Slender, Open-Minded, Cute 
Nick (415) 412-4565 

v ' E21 

Handsome Confident Italian Top 

CHOKE ON THIS! 

Super Hung 10x7 415-256-6743 

HOT & SEXY 

Handsome Well Endowed Will Give 
You What You Need & Mom 207-6117 

_ E20 

24/7 USE CONDOMS 
•BE WISE • 

4 FUN 

_ E20 

MUSCLE S&M TOP 

Farmer, 6', 32 yo, well hung. Call 
Brad @ 415-596-4184 
SF calls only. 

"The Top Who Knows How 2" 

AGGRESSIVE STUD 

Hot S/M Who Is Rough, Dominant + 
Ready For Hardcore Action, Verbal, 
Long Lasting. Ball Busting 9 Incher! 
No Holds Barred Top! FF CBT 
Spanking. Expert Skills. 468-6425. 
Call Back Required. Ask For "Mac" 
The Man. Hot & Sane. 


Blond Stripper - Top - All Kinky 
Leather Scenes. Nick 415-908-8606 

_t20 

Str8 - $160 415-336-1863 Mike! 

___E2T 

Alejandro 22, 5'10" 180 Smooth 

HORSEHUNG LATIN TOP 

Sexy 9.5 Uncut + Thick 
w/Great Low Hangers 
Outcalls Only 415-424-2843 
Photos.yahoo.com/alexsflatin21 ezq 

COWBOY TOP 

6-1,177#, vgl, Muscled. 

Page 650-523-9133, and massage ezi 

SEXY LATIN BOY 

25yo 5'8" 145 Ripped Muscle Body 
8" Uncut Versatile & Sweet 
(415) 596-4527 Gregory 

LOTR Weekend Special 
(415) 863-8932 

' _E21 

SF Musclebear Built & Hung Macho 
But Submissive Chuck 209-481-6361 

_E22 

MUSCLEDELIGHT 

Will Be SF From 18-24 Of May. Eu- 
ropean Pro-Bodybuilder/Title older: 
5-7, 250#, 33w, 20 in. Arms, Well 
Endowed. Will Entertain. Maturity 
A +. See Rentboy.com (SF) For Pics. 
MuscleDelight@aol.com 
Gary, 858-205-0629 

__E20 

6'2'7160Lbs/Hung 7/Nice Guy/Hot 

415-596-0734 • SHAWN • 

HORNY 21 YO WM 

HOT COLLEGE STUD 

$120/Hr. Outcalls Only 

BLK ADONIS 10X7 

Hot, Hung, Discreet 25yo Student 
Out Only Jason 415 724-4796 

Muscle Worship And Much More 

BLACK BODYBUILDER 

6'3" 230lbs Straight/Married, VGL 
Serious Only! 415-240-5330 Marc zq 

TROUSER TROUT 

37, 6'3" 190lbs 
All-Amer., Muse! 

Blnd/Brn/Blu And 
Very Well Hung 
9.5x7 Avail. 24Hrs 
415.812.3147 

E20 

WWW.RIPEBOYS.COM/ESCORTS 
Escorts Place A Free Photo Ad. 

Browse All Ads For Free. 

E20 

Latin Top Uncut Smooth 5'7" 135# 
29yo Safe Steamy Pgr 313-0347 



Worship My Arab-American Feet 
Pics Of My Size 11s Available. 
mymasterfulfeet@sbcglobal.net 


NEW BLATINO BOY 

Avail 24/7 In And Out 5'7", 1301b 
8 Cut, Versatile 
Domingo 336-4188 


24 HOURS 

BROWN HAIR 9 IN 29 WAIST 

305-3003 


HUNG BEEF VERS 

Hairy 40 6'3" In/Out Masculine 
415-205-9390 Nasty But Nice 


DAX DEKKER 

TILL YOU’VE BEEN DAXED 
YOU AINT BEEN D**KED 

38, 6', 175, BRN/HZL, ITAL, 
10X6 UC, TOP/VERS 252-8552 


WE’RE PROUD 365 
DAYS OF THE 
YEAR! 

(BUT WE ONLY GET ONE 
PARADE) 


CLASSIFIED LINE ADS DEADLINE 
FOR PRIDE WEEK IS MONDAY, 
JUNE 20TH @ 12:00PM. 
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PEOPLE 


Strictly 



Record & Listen to personal ads 

[£0©9 

code: 1010 

247-2000 
814-6699 
522-5001 
-489-9800 
209-473-5959 
559-271-9999 


Met 

local Guys! 

Bay Area s ho Best chatline 


|jyirN~| 


Men Meet Men Right Now! 

Preview each guy before you decide to connect live! 
Try it for 


415-707-2400 408-539-2400 707-582-2400 
510-281-2400 650-649-2500 925-955-2000 




WHO’S WAITING FOR YOU? 

ftt 

>/ LIVE \000#« 66 £ 

» LOCAL B 

>v\ MEN/•' V Jt 


San Francisco 

415.402.1010 

San Jose 

408.257.4411 

Berkeley 

510.859.2000 

Pleasanton 

925.426.5588 

Palo Alto 

650.223.0200 

Find Your Number 

1.800.777.8000 

FREE TRIAL 

CODE: 2160 

www.lnteractiveMale.com 
1.900.505.2323 ($1,99/min.) 18+ 


Foot Fetish? Top Size 13EEE Seeks 
Worshipful Bottoms 
415-752-0971 

E24 

WWW.F00TPARTYSF.COM 

Feet-Sox-Ftwear-Tickle-T rample! 
Watch Foot Videos, Meet Models 
And Other Guys Into Your Scene! 

4th Fri Each Month 
877-299-2338 



interactive male 


Good Head Sonoma County 
Call Days 707-823-3895 

Bare Assed Spanking. 
Experienced, Safe 
DaddyHoward 929 1185 

STRICTLY SEX!! 

Hook-up Discreetly. 18+. 

Call 415-247-2000 or 
510-814-6699. Ad #5102. 


The perfect relationship is one in a million. 
We are here to help you narrow it down. 



Free memberships to exceptional men ages 21-35 

Contact us today to get started. 
www.gaymiHionairesclub.com 


C SAN FRANCISCO 

SPANK uni 

2ND FRI EACH MONTH 

PMIDTC SISSIflNS ALSO SUXIU1LE 

mmm 




BAR\ 


1.900.226.7036 


1.7UV.440. I UJQ Only $1.99 per minute to respond to ads! 
Don't want to use the #9 00 line? Use BLOCK OF TIME™ You can purchase time on our system by calling 

1-800-321-6845 and requesting a 10, 20, 30, or 60 minute Block of Time ” with discounts of up to 20%. The cost is $1.99 per minute and you may use 
your Visa, MasterCard, Discover, or American Express card. You will be able to respond, browse, and retrieve messages by using your Block of Time " ac¬ 
count from any touch-tone phone! Available only on touch-tone telephones. You must be at least 18 years old to call. 


PARTING 

GLANCE 


Giants Vs. Nationals - 1st Game 

We Exchanged Many Glances On Muni On The 
Way To The Game. Me: Giants Jacket And Cap, 
Blonde Mustache. You: Wranglers, Boots With 
A Great Smile. Let's Get Past Glances! 
a 71550 

Thos. (?) Mulatto Army Brat! 

I Would Taste Again The Rapture Two Years Ago 
In My Van In The Middle Of Dolores St. And In 
My Bed In Oakland. I'm Always Happy With The 
Best. S 71540 


SEEKING 

RELATIONSHIP 

Sweet Husy Huggable Mini Bear 

ISO Friendship Or More With HIV- GWM, GHM, 
40-52. I Enjoy Movies, Gardening, Cooking, The 
Ocean. Me: GWM 40's, 5'9", S & P/Blue, 
a 71553 


Tall Handsome Sexy Nature Lover 

Kind, Easygoing, Playful, Masculine, Cheerful, 
Nice Smile Seeks Similar 25-50, Ongoing Pas¬ 
sionate Foreplay! 6'2" 190lbs. Hairy, Dark 
Stash/Goatee, Blue Eyes, Shaved Head. Any 
Height/Race Thin Tightbodied. Oakland, 
a 71543 

Rimming Handball Partner 

WM, Hairy, Lean-Athletic, 6', Shaved Head, 40s, 
Wants My Clean Horny Asshole Sucked, Mas¬ 
saged, Stretched. I Am Passionate, Decent, 
Healthy HIV+, You Be The Same. S 71541 


SEEKING 

ADVENTURE 

Adonis Black Ex-Marine 

Cuddly + Physically Sensational. Seeking Mature 
Older Gent Especially Uncircumsized Men. All 
Races & Sizes. a 71554 

Searching 4 J/0 Bud 

Looking To Learn Different J.O. Techniques w/ln- 
Shape Guys Under 35yo Who Are Into Lube & 
Videos. S 71552 


Balls 

Balls Stretched While You Moan, Also, Hand 
Tapped. Dying To See You Writhe A Little, 
a 71551 

Attractive Masc. Latin Bottom 

You Are 25-40, Latin, White Or Asian - Not A 
Bar Person, Versatile Or Top Masc. + Slim. I'm 
Early 40's, Body Builder, Bottom, Bubble Ass. 
Uncut 6" Hairy Legs. No Drugs. Safe Sex Only, 
a 71549 

Throw My Legs Up! 

I'm Asian With Nice Nipples And A Great Ass, 
Seeking Attractive Masculine Buffed White Top 
For A Hot Time, 
a 71542 

Submissive Bottom HIV+ ISO 

Aggressive Dominant Top. Two Men, One Goal - 
Pleasure! 
a 71548 

Spank Your Butt 

Hot, Masculine Top, 38, 5'11" 175#, Seeks Well 
Built Bottom With Nice Ass For Over The Knee 
Spanking, Role Playing And Plowing Your Ass. 
a 71544 


Tall Handsome Sexy Passionate 

Outdoor Lover. Kind, Easygoing, Playful, Upbeat, 
Masculine, Nice Smile Sks. Similar 25-50, Ongo¬ 
ing Hot Sex! 6'2" 190lbs. Hairy, Dark 
Stash/Goatee, Shaved Head. Any Height/Race, 
Average, Tight/Thin Berkeley, 
a 71537 

Handsome Black Man Has Oral 

Fetish For Other Well Hung, Horny Black Men. 
Let's Cum Together, 
a 71538 


LESBIAN 


Partner Search 

Working-Class Single Monogamous Lesbian, Any 
Size, Race, Ability, Between 30-40 Sought For 
LTR And Family. Cat Lover, Bookworm, Liberal, 
Honest, Comfort-Shoe Wearing Movie Buff Seek¬ 
ing Healthy Lifestyle. Out Drug Free, 
a 71545 


FETISHES 


Guy For Jacuzzi & Gym Shower Photos 

Swimmer Wants To Pose With Lots Of Other 
Naked Guys For Some Wet Photos Or Videos in 
The Pool, Gym Hot Tub, Or Communal Shower 
Room. Not Into Gay Sex. 
a 71546 

Mud Madness 

45yo GWM, 5'11,170 Seeking Men Into Mud 
Wrestling/Mud Baths/Mud Massage Backyard 
Mud Pit Or Will Come To You. 
a 71539 


SARixlk 

PERSONALS 
ARE FREE! 


You must use this form to submit ads. Deadline for ads is TUESDAY at 5 PM, for the fol¬ 
lowing week's issue. New ads run for three consecutive weeks. You will be notified by mail 
with information on how to leave and retrieve messages from your mailbox ad. Print clear¬ 
ly. No ads will be accepted without valid address, telephone number and legible text. The 
Bay Area Reporter reserves the right to edit ads. One ad per customer per week. 


CATEGORY 

Parting Glances I~1 
Seeking Relationship □ 
Seeking Adventure □ 
Lesbian □ 
Fetishes □ 
Couples □ 
Others □ 


Name 

Daytime Telephone 

Address 

Evening Telephone 

City 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

State Zip 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 


Headline, 30 characters maximum 


Write the rest of your ad here, 30 words maximum 


MAIL FORM TO: BAR Talk, Bay Area Reporter, 395 Ninth Street, San Francisco, CA 94103 
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SAN FRANCISCO PRIDE 

IS COMING 


ISSUE DATE THURSDAY, JUNE 
23RD 


GAY PORN MODELS 

TREASURE ISLAND MEDIA 
Seeks Fit Handsome Hung Tops & 
Tight Hungry Bottoms For Shoots: 
Solos, Duos, & Groups. Call 415- 
437-6696 ext 3 or Send Pics & Stats to 
models-sf@treasureislandmedia.com 
to Arrange an Interview 


FACTORY VIDEO 

You - Hot,18-35, in shape. Like sex 
& showing off-FMaking $$. Call now 
for an interview. Also looking for bears. 
Call us at 415-777-9070. 
www.factoryvideos.com 




WANT TO GET OFF? 

WWW.MECCAMEN.COM 

WWW.XCOMEDIA.COM 


XXX WEB 



rwmrmm personals order form 

DEADLINE 

NOON on MONDA 

Payment must acco 
No ads taken over t 
1 telephone. If you ha 

| question, call 415.1 

■ Display advertising 

, available upon requ 

| RATES 

indicate 

Type Style 

Here Y 

Mill 

X~ B 0 LD Stops Here ' 

1 1 I II II 1 1 1 

V BOLD Stops Here 1 

1 1 1 II 

r ca 

u 

PS Stop Here V 

1 1 

' Regular Stops Here Y 

Mill 


y 1 1 

1 1 1 II 


I I 

Ill'll 

f panyad 1 1 II Mill II 1 1 1 

1 II It 

l 1 

1 1 

II II 1 

ve a 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Mill 

u 

1 1 

Mill 

561.5019. -------------— 

II II 1 1 II 1 1 1 1 II 

*11 II 1 

i J 

1 1 

Ml 1 II 

est 

1 1 1 1 1 

J 1 

L.-.LJ 

II II 1 

1 First line. Regular i 

I All subsequent lines . 

| CAPS double price 

| BOLD double price 

| X-BOLD triple 

Ann Mill 

1 1 1 1 1 


1 1 

II II 1 

i i i i i 1 i i i i i i i i 

Mill 

u 

1 1 

II II 1 


1 III 1 

J 1 

1 1 

II II 1 

r price i i i i i i i i i i i i i i 

II I- II 


1 1 

II II 1 

1 PAYMENT 

■ □ Cash 

J □ Personal Check 

* □ Money Order 

J □ Visa 

J □ MasterCard 

. Minimum $10 charge 

1 on Visa and MasterCard. 

1 __ 

CREDIT CARD PAYMENT 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

MAIL WITH 
PAYMENT TO: 


Card Number 

Name Telephone 

REPORTER 

395 Ninth Street 

San Francisco, CA 
94103 

OR FAX TO: 1 

415.861.8144 1 

J 

3-Digit Security Code Expiration Date 

Address 

Signature 

City State Zip 

Name 

Number of Issues Classification Amount Enclosed 
















































































































